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The PREF ACE to the Expoſition 

upon the Prayer, Feſus Chriſt hath T aught 

.us. in the Goſpel, as the Prayer of the 
Kingdom. 


H 78S Prayer, Taught by our Lord Jeſus Ghriſt, which 
is of due Right,the Admiration and Veneration of Al Seri- 
ous and Underſtanding Chriſtians ; hath yet been wery lit- 
tle underſtood in the Excellency of its Spirit, and High In- 

tention. 

T confeſs my ſelf to have been much in the Dark concerning it, till this ve- 
ry Earne# Application of my Thoughts to it,and much diſtratted in my Judg - 
ment about it % But I am now ſatisfied, even to Humble Aſtoniſhment at the 
Divine Wiſdom of it, underſtanding it as the Prayer of the Kingdom ; 
which hath given me Reſolution in great Doubts concerning it as 1 ſhall 
now briefly preſent, and more fully Treat in the following Diſcourſe. 


I. It ſeem'd very perplexing to me, whether this prayer was intended as 
a Form of Prayer, or as a Pattern of Prayer # this I have given a 
full Reſolution in the following Diſcourſe, That it is a Prayer comprehend- 
ing All Prayer, that is according to the word of God ; It is a Treaſury, or 
Sea of Prayer, from which all Flows, and into which all Returnes, if duly 
Exfounded according to the whole word of God ; and the word of God, 
as it direAs in Prayer, is _ to it. And becauſe, The Kingdom of 
Chriſt is wn all things the Central Point, where all the Lines of Prayer 
meet, That Kingdom muſt needs be alſo the Center of this Prayer andthe 
bighef Intention of it, and of a#f contained in it ; Thus, as to the Matter 
of his Prayer ; And then, as to the Form of it. 1t is a Pattern or Exem- 
plar of that Plain, Spiritual, Continued, Unaffefted manner of Praying ; 
And No Other ought to be Pr—ng But as a meer Form, there appears 
no obligation to it , either by precept, or Scripture Example, as is to be 
ſhown 3 And further, 1t being ſo Brief, and fo Full of Senſe, what Thoughts 
can take in that ſenſe, keeping Time with the Repetition of it ; And yet an 
underfanding, and Enflamed Afﬀedtions are no more barred from it, than 
from other expreſſions of Scripture ;, But They had need be both much exalt- 
ed, when we uſe this Prayer in the whole Form, that we may not 
take it in wain 4 It being never intended for a Refuge of Cold or 1z- 
norant Formalities. | 

2. It ſeemed very Strange to me to find this Prayer to have ſo many Peti- 

tions, Taken from the Jewiſh Formules, or little Forms of Petition ſo ge- 
A2 nerally 


The PREFACE. 


nerally Allowed by All Converſant to their Writings, to bave been in uſe a- 
mong them. This Enclined me to Think, It was a Prayer, given only for 

the Time thenbeing, to the Apoſtles, till the Deſcent of the Holy Spi- 

rit upon them, But Qbſerving it to be th? Prayer of the Kingdom, 
given by the Meſſiah, 7 kind it very agreeable to the Sublimation of 
what was Found among the Jews; as of their Baptiſmal waſhings znto 

the Inſtitution of Baptiſm, and the Cup of ny + that of the Lords 

Supper ; $2 the Prayer uſual among them for the Kingdom of Meſſiah, 

and the Bled Priviledges of that State, are exalted by Chriſt into this 
Prayer ; To ſhew ths Intere$t the Jews hal in this Great Kingdom, and 
the Ancient Promiſes of it all along the Prophelies; and jo mo$t Fittly is 
a Prayer Compoſed out of their Petition; for this Kingdom. . 

3. 1cou'd not, but be under much ſcruple, and trouble, to Find, that the 
Prayer of our Great Mediator ſhould not bear his Name ; in which we 
are to Pray to the Father ; nor carry any Expreſs Mention of His'Re+ 
demprtion, nor of the Spirit, the Giving of which was the Great, and 
Bleſſed Conſequence of His Aſcention : But by confideriug, as Thavedone 
7n the following Diſcourſe, I find nothing more Effefuzl: to Move Chriſti- 
ans off from Reſtinz in and even Idolizing this Prayer as a Form, or to 
carry them to Pray according to it in ſo Holy and Admirable manner, 
but to ſearch the whole G5ſp2l to fiad the D:viae Seaſes of this Prayer, 
and not without underſtanding it to be Satisfi?d in the ſo often Repetitions 
of it, ſo contrary to the very End of its Inſtitution. 

The Doubts being thus Remoy/d ;, I find a very Glorious and Admira- 
ble Harmony in the Petitions, with that Kingdom of Chrilt, as it 
ſhall Appear in its Full Dim?njions of Happineſs, an1 Blefſedneſs ,, 4nd 
therefo-e, altho, all th? Preſ-nt Holy, and proper Senſes of each Pet tion 
are no way way'd or diſparaz'd by this Diſcourſe, but earnejily Recon.mended 
Yt it is Proved, that ſtill th? Higheſt Elevation of this Prayer, and of every 
Pericion 22 2t 1s the Kingdom: of Jeſus Chriſt ; and therein-we are to 
Pray mn the Holy Spirit for that Kingdom, without whi h we can never 
Pray this Prayer aright, nor Read zt ; as our Saviour Commands us ; or 
declar! of His Servants, that they do ſo, viz. Expound it, when they Þiay 
Arigh”- out of the Word of God. 

Por it is all along ia this Diſcourſe, Endeavoured to be Manifeſted, thus 
wenever Pray Aright accor /ing to the wor.1 of GoJ,but we Pray as from 
the Springs flowing vut of this Ocean of Prayer ; and our Prayer Falls in- 
to it ; So that we ought and are Commanded toRead out of 1:, when we 
Pray. And it is Pronounced in 0«r behalf, that we do fo Pray ,out of it and 
into it, whenſoever we ſo Pray, according to. the \Wo:d of Ga « tho we do 
not at all Regeat the Words,and the Interceſſin of our Great Mediator, 
and the Vertue of His Mediatory Prayer is always Palling uton His Servants 
in ſo Praying. I Therefore Ma :nify this Prayer, in this Expoſition, and moſt 
Humbly, and Earneſtly Recommend it with All Prayer, and Supplication 
for the Right underſtanding and Holy Uſe of it. AN 


The DEDICATION | 
''To. the Archbiſhop of - 


c A NTERBU RY. 
HE following Expoſin' is moſt Hans 


T bly Preſented, with all Regards of 
Ae and Honowr: which the Laws and 
Uſages of this Nation have Aﬀfix'd to ſo 
Great a Character and Station :: and to the 
Perſonage i in it, with ſincereſt Vaneration of 
the Exemplary Picty, Holineſs of Converſa- 
tzon, Largeneſs oft Mind\andUInderſtanding, 
Sagacioulnek of Reaſon,and Truly Chriſti- 
an Equanimity, Condeſcention, and-Evan- 
gelical Catholicknels of Spirit, lo Iluſtrious 
um him betore all the Churches of Chrift at 
this Time; and according to. the full Per- 
{waſion of the Offerer ; who therefore Be- 
ſeeches the Acceptance of Himſelt, and of 
what is Preſented. :: 7 5 | 
Andiceing inch aStationisa ras Providce 
of doing Good; and.that a Servant of Cod 
ought to improve it-as.1o ; 'Þ here 1s nothing 
cat, be more Earneſtly. or Humbly deſired,” 
then that this Expoſetianof ſo Granda Pordion 
or, paxt of Scripture,may,it it ſhould. be con- 
a vunced 


vinced of Falſhood, or Contxaricty to the 
Glory, Wiſdom, Truth and Holineſs of the 
Giver,beRiedargued n the ſame, manner, It is 
endeavourd £ te Argued ; not with Re- 
{pe&! to- circumſtantial »Miſtakes, or-Oyer- 
{ghts,froni which nothing in the preſent ſtate 
is Free;arid without any: perlonal References 
to the! Expoſttor (who. before hand lays 
hitn(&kProſjrate which can neither add nor 
take away: from ſubſtantial Truths; For fo is 
the Apoſtolick Preceptto an Evangelick Per- 
ou {cated 1n Authority to. do it ; to Reprove 
by Elexchiging or Argumentation ; when the 
merit -of the caſe requizes4it ; Bur if'on the o. 
ther ſide what is ayritten beupright,and words 
of Truth ; facha Perſon will, I doubtnot, take 
carethat He ;that hath ſo Labowredintheword 
and Doftrinemay veceivethe double Hononr al- 
hotediby Chrift:; Thae arccobligationson Him, 
that isentruſted with a Go/pel-Oeconomy. 
Now ithe:Concerament' isvexy great;vis. 
The Expoſrtzon of the Prayer ; 1o univerſally 
Styled 7 he Lord®s Prayer ; Both becauſe the 
"Prayer is an. ineftunable Freafure, and even 
Trealury to.all Chriſtians;and that mits-very 
IOYD 9 * li. 3; $ } OAT IUIGERCC iQ Repe 
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The Dedhcation. | | 
Repetition,itismade fo effential tothe Formof 
Publick W orfhip im this (as it owns it {elf ) 
National Church, and by Law F*tabliſhed. 
 FheExpofrtionisallolevelled tothe higheſt 
Point of Chriſtianity; If it bezas tis declared ; fo 
ſupreme a truth of the Coſpel,as the Kingdom: 
of Chriſt, peculiar to him as the Meſpab,as the 
great Son of Man is ; who hath it written on 
his Veſtim, and on his Thigh, King of Kings, 
Lord of Lords ; Not only as He hath un- 
changeably a Kingdom, as the eternal 
Word, or as He now hath All Power in 
Heaven, and Earth. But in a viſible glori- 
ous- Kingdom, the Kingdom ofthe Thou- 
land Y ears ; thatgreat Feſtival of Taberna- gf 
cles, that ſhall be celebrated with everlaſting 

, with Lawrels, Olives and Palms, with 
allthe Glory, Verduxeand Flouriſh of Pa- 
radiſe, when the Pallace of .the high eſt Hea- 
ven ſhall be, as it were, kkft for that Time ; 
the-Glory and Throne of God and of the 
Lamb ſhall come down. with the New Feru- 
ſalem into the New, Heaven above, and into 
the New Earth beneath, as in Heaven and on 
Earth, according to thus Prayer. This Ta, 


= 
by bernacle *** > 
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. The Dedication. 

. bemacle-ftate of God with, and comming 
. down to be with men, Not They with him; 
*givesſ{tyleto this Feaſt of Tabernacles, {o re- 
.nowned by the Prophet Zechary, c. 14- 
Becauſeit is not the everlaſting Pallace; but 
the Tabernacle of a thouſand Years ; and 
ſeeing now, as is moſt conſtantly Affirmed, 
This Kingdom, according to an exa& 
Calculation of Scripture-time, ſhall be in its 
Succellion, and to prepare for its Glory 
within five Summers; and that as in the 
Sermon upon the W itnefſes Riſing, here- 
with Printed 3 "There ſhall be the Avant- 
Courriers of that Succeſſion, all along theſe 
_ - . very Five Years : This folemn Appeal, ac- 
cording to the Greatneſs and Dignity of the 
Subjects Treated of, is Prefented to ſuch an 
Angel, in the Church of Chriſt as is Tru- 
ly Hoped, in whom the National Epiſco- 
pacy and Paſtoral Office draws to a Point, 
and Unit, and fois Preſented to-all in him, By 


T beir moſt Humble Servant 
© wn the Prophecy of Jeſus 
.; Cori, 


Weld T. BEVERIEY. 
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E XP OSITION 


' Of the PRATER we Generally Stile, 


' Th: Lozd's Pzayer, 


According to the Evangeliſts, Matthew, and 
| Luke, Mat. 6. g. 'Luke 11. 1. 


S H E W IN G | p Ba 


Thar according to its True Elevation, It. is 
the Prayer of the Kingdom, viz. of the 
Thouſand Years Kingdom of Chriſt, in the 
New Heaven, or Feruſalem above ; and in 


the New Earth, or Feruſalem below. 


> Have'treated much of the Kingdom of Chriſt, and endeayour'd 
_ © to demonſtrate ir from a great Concert of Scriptures. Now 

this Prayer is a moſt deſervedly Celebrated Portion of Scrip- 

ture, and even Summary of Scripture ; eſpecially with relati- 
. on to Prayer, it being a. Prayer taught by Chriſt to his Diſci- 
proper tie was here upon Earth ;-and in them to all Succeffions of 
Chriftians, untilhis Kingdom Comes, Therefore ir muſt be preſum'd 
to Utaw Within ir ſelfwhatever is matter of Defire, and ſo.of Pray- 
er; tHLOVgNOUT the ZH/ure Seeing then this Kingdom muſt needs 
be the moſt Earneſt and Paſſionate Delire,and Prayer of the Servants 
of Chriſt ; ir would be a ms 1 againſt the Doctrine of the 


King- 


=; ; 8 « 
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2 An Expoſition of the Lord's Prayer, 


Kingdom, if it could not be found within this prayer. But on the 
other {ide, if it ſhall be found, that all the Lines of the Prayer meect 
in it, as in a Center ; ſo that it muſt be, according to its T rue Ele- 
vation, the. Prayer of:the Kingdom; It will certainly much incline 
to the Belicf of fuch a Kingdom, Fhoſe, who have not hitherto re- 
cciv'd it intotheir Faith, Hope, and ExpeQtation” © © | 

It is therefore moſt expedient, I ſhould by the Aﬀiſtance of the 
Spirir, undertake -an Expoſition of this Prayer 3 ſince I (on fo 
grcat Reaſon)eſteem it to be the Prayer of the Kingdom, and therein 
manifeſts.kr is ſach. ; and that, as fuch, uought to be Pre by all 
the &rvants of:Chriſt, according 'ts ſuch meaſures; of « Praying it, 
 asſhall be given, until that yery Kingdom come ; and more eſpecially 
by us, wholivc ſo near the Approaches of,it, as we may by the 
Holy Boks underſtand we do; and .therefore/fyoutd 'more earneſtly 
pray for it, (as Danzel, of old, for Feruſalem)-by this very Prayer. 

Let it be noPrejudice then, I beſeech you, to any who ſhall read 
this Expoſition ; that | add another Interpretation of this Prayer, as 
the Prayer of the Kingdom, to all thoſe Interpretations that you may 
have heretofore received; and-may be now in your Families : For 1 
acknowledg thole interpretations, or Expoſitions, to be of very 
great, not only Excellency, and Ute, bur alſo Neceſfity : l am ſo far 
from drawing you off from them, that I receivetbem with greateſt 
Veneration and Reverence,.and declare of them fo ro others; 

But think it not. ſtr.1nge, that he who ſpake. as never Man ſpake ; 
and-theretore moſt Juſtly, ir ought to be believ'd of him, that when 
he Taught to. pray, he fa Taught, as never Man, befides himſelf Taught 
zo pray; Think ic not ſtrange. 1 ſay,that he Compriz'd in this Prayer 
T hings beyond the ordinary: Apprehenſion, beyond the Surface of 
Things : For he hath ſo- tram'd this Prayer that it begins ar the 
Foundation of the Kingdom, the Spirituality of it in the Work of Grace 
here ; and it riſes to the Top of the Kingdom, in the Glory of an 1lu- 
ſtrious Appearance : and fo guides.the Prayers of his Servants by it, in 
relation to their State in Grace here,and even totheir whole State in 
this World, in Subordination to it. as to riſe intheir Delites to that 
higher State of Bodies of the Reſurretion in Glory., wherein they ſhall 
Appear before the Throne of God, and of the Lamb, in the. New Jeru- 
ſalem above z and alfoto have regard in their Prayers, according 
this Prayer, to the New Creation of God, in a New Earth, a State of Re- 
Fitution to all. the Creatures, as in a New Zeruſalem below : And even 
through all This, our Lord hath in this Prayer peirc'd and ſoar d be- 
) why even into the Kingdom of Eternity, when God ſhall be All in 


Now 


as the Prayer of the. Kingdom." - 2 


Now as.to the Firſt, :che State-of the Kingdom of Grace which is 
now:; and alfo with relation to the Kingdom of Etermty, which ſhall 
be art the utmoF, bereafter, in the Kingdom Deliver'd-up; I preſume to 
add nothing tothe General Expoſitions, already- ſo full, bur ſha!l 
only endeavour to draw the Lines bf the Difcoutle in 'parallel to 
the Epiphanza, or Luſtre ofthe Kingdom of Feſus Chriſt, in his Glorious 


earance.. ' | M07 

Fo premiſe m the General, That I reſtupen the Guard of Pro- 
vidence over this Ek&#- Portion of Scripture ; "And that it hath fo 
watch'd over it, as to furprize and prevent atiy Change of it: So 
that:'we have whatever the Divine Spirit Diftated to the Evangeliſts 
concerning, it, and juſt as it Ditated to-:cach'Ebangeliſt : I therefore 
macer no Difference of Copies ; but as this Prayer is given by Two 
BEaaxpelits, and at Twoſeveral Times, and bn Two feveral Occa- 
fions, .or Accounts : fo God hath preferv'd the' Prayer in each Ewan- 
gelifl, as we find it;-and fo I proceed to Difcourſe npon it. 
- : 1 begin with this Prayer therefore, as we'find it 'in the Evangeliſt 
Matthew, where it is plac'd-in the midſt of the Sermon in the Monmt ;, 
in which our Lord, gathering rogether the great Heads of the Sp:- 
ritualuty of the Dottrin of Chriſtiamty, relating roPraffice and Aion, 
neceſſarily falls upon that high Point of Prayer : Firft, He Regulates 
the End and. Intention/of Prayer, as having todo with God only in 
ſecrer; and baniſhes from-it'all Phariſaic Oſtentation, and Deſire to 
be ſeen of Men ; and from rhence he ſlides into the manner,zor mo- 
delling of Prayer and bars the Heathen way of Praning, from makin g 
an invaſion into the Chritian Church as it ſeems it had done on the 
Jews ; upon whom the Gentiles Times of Servitude under the Ro- 
mtns now ſate heavy ; and their Principles had too much Learned 
many of the '7ews' Our Lord therefore Cautions his Diſciples againſt 
the Leavenof Herod, implying the Gentifes+, and againſt the Leaven 
of the Phariſees, implying the Corrupted Zudaiſm, Mark 8. 15. 
-'And undoubtedly in this very Prayer, our Lord Remonſtrated to. 
All Atter ' Ages of Chriſtians againſt that Falfe Zudaiſm, and the 
Gentiliſm of. the Antichriſtian At oſtacy, in this very matter of Prayer ; 
which yet in his Di: sne Spirit, He fore-ſlaw would come upon it, 
under the working of the Myſtery of Iniquity, and the Revelation of the 
Man-of Sin; And the Apocalyptick Prophecy forerells it under thoſe 
very. Namies, Zews; who Lyed, in ſaying, They were Jews, and were 
a0t; and Gentiles, who Crouded inrothe Onter Court, and Took away 
this daily Sacrifice of Spiritual Evangelical Prayer, and brought in 1do- 
latry\and Superſtition in the room of it. ' 

'When therefore our Great High Prieſt and Prophet Commanded to 
Pray-after this-manner giving only the Summary of Prayer, That _ 
[2216 needs 
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a An Expoſition of the Lord*s Prayer, 


needs. intend Enlargement, according to'every. Head ; and.in this 


Plain ard., unafieged Merhod,. and incire Compoſure of Prayer, 
without interruptions, or breakings oft ; without Reperiticns, with- 
out intermixed Keſponſals, or Suffrages ; He hath for ever Damned 


All thoſe preſcribed, ympoſed Liturgies, and Litames, that conliſtof 
theſe; and particularly the ſo otten Repetitions of this Prazer, which 


is exceedingly injur'd, and affronted thereby ; the very. avowed 
intention of it being agaialt all Aﬀe@ed Repetitzons, and fo of-it ſelf 


eſpecially. . Accordingly, the Firſt, and pureſt Times of Chriſtianity 


pray'd after this Plain, UnafteQed Manner of Prayer. 

Yet it is not to be chought, It was any part of our Lord's mean- 
ing to abridge the .pouring; our Prayer unto God, when the Soul is 
full of AﬀeRion, and flows out into Expreffion, as abundant, zeven 
as. Himſelf comtinued.a whole Night in,. Prayer, -and ;hath left, to bis 
Church upon.Record, that much Jarger Prayer, as it were, ſome 
ſample of his Great. /nterceſſon, John! 17.: Nor. does he- Jay:his 
Prohibition upon the\Repetition of the. yery ſame words, when the 
Spirir within, inſiſting.carneſtly upon the ſame Thing, Naturally 
chuſes again, and again. the very.ſame words; For he himſeit Thrice 
uſed the ſame Word concerning the Removal of the Cup from him... 

Now with this Prayer, ag given it, ithis Sermon-on the Mount, hath 
our Lord interwoven many: great Principles.of Chriſtianity, as he 
makes-plain, by.cnlarging upon them. 3, as that; of. Forgiveneſs of 
Treſpaſs; according to that ; That we ſhould forgive, even as we de- 
{ire ro be Forgiven , of jeeking the Kingdom of God, and the Righteouſ- 
neſs of i in the Firſt place ; according to that, Thy Kingdom come ; of 
truſting Providence with the Things of To Morrow z, according to 


.that, Gre .us.this Dayz and of not truſting, to the ſaying Lord, Lord, 


wichour.doing the //i#ef,our Father, according ito that, Thy wil be 
done';, Of All whichthe Expoſitors of this, Prayer. in general have 
excellently treated: USD SO ON TIGER 25 1 5v 
Ler ir.be then allowed, and acknowledg'd, that the Sumiof-the 
Account of our Lord's giving this Prayer as in the Sermon on the Myunt, 
is, To givea Prayer Commenſurate with the whole Dodrine.of Chri- 
ſtzanity,to all his Diſciples; And his commanding Them to pray after 
this manner, included a Command to obtain an Acquaintance. with 
the Spiritual Senfe and Mcaning of this Prayer 3, which they areto 
learn from the whole Word and Goſpel.of the Kingdam. For: it cannot 
be expected, the Concernments -of Chriſtianity:this. Prayer refers. 
vato, as they fall within Prayer. in general; ſhould. be: found. ex- 
plic:tly within this Summary of Prayer for them ;; That Chriſtians 
therefore may: be able to pray after this manner, or according;to the 
mighty Importances of this Prayer, the Yariety of their. own States, 
ana 


as the Prayer of the Kingdom." 5 


and alt the Occaſtonsthereof, and according tothe various Moti- 
oas of their. own Spirits, -the, whole. Mord and Goſpel pf the Kingdom 
auſt dwelb Richly in them; that chey mayall ſteer by che Campaſs 
of this Prayer ; as Men upon the Sea ſhape various Courſes, and yet 
all fail by one Compats, that never varies ; Solhall we in Prayer, 
by this Prayer,, under ood according to the whole Dodtrive of Chriſt, . 
and his Apeſiles, and; no otherwiſe to.bq underſtood. 5 
| And asto the-Magner, That there ſhould -be no Preſcribing at- 
ter - Chrift.;, For: whaticas the Men dey thatcomes after him ? who 
would yet preſcvibe no ocherwiſe, than thus in brief, and in this 
plain, iincere way, without: Artifiee, without Doublings this way, 
and that way ; and yet by ſuch an A'\-Comprehending Wiſdom; 
that no Man can prey-according to the Word. of God; bur.he muſt 
pa accordingsto thisProyer ; For it isasthe.Sea:to Prayer, All the. 
avulets of Prayer came out. of the Word of God; gathered inro this: 
Prayer, and: hither they return again ; whence they come: cut, thither 
they return. None £80 pray according tothe Ford of God, but howe- 
ver .inſenſible we are of ir, as of Waters coming from the Sea, it is a 
Derivation from this Prayer. Nor.can . any pray according,to this 
Vord,but they mult proy into. this Prayer ; All returns again, All ſinks. 
into it, Falls within its Compaſs and Comprehenſion, whether the 
Words are us'd or-not; and yet this Prayer will ever be full ; it. 
will never be pray'd enough, till this Kingdom comes ; Nor can it 
ever becxhauſted, nor the full Senſe of it.drawn our, till that King- 
dom come, although All $ajnts pray out of it, as into it, Nowthere- 
fore, by way of Recolle&ion.l conclude,this Prayer, as given inthe 
Evangeliſt ' Matthew, is eſpecially given, with —_— the whole. 
Doftrine.of Chriſtianity 3 and ſo to be ud in a Free Expatiation, 
accarding to the:whole-Goſpel.Burthen 1 affirm the Kingdom of Chriſt 
is qne of the greateſt Points ofthe Goſpel ;and that other contrary 
Preſcriptions of Prayer, and with Re; etitions and Interruptionset>-. 
pecially, are farbidden - as, not after that manzer, and. great Tranſ- 
orcians again{tihe Simplicity, that 3s in Ghraffsc 1c 4 
_ Thus far have xemark'd upan this/Prayer, as given in the Evan- 
geliſt Matthew ; bam now ro:canfider it as-it is: given the. Second : 
Time by Chriſt; Recarded by theEvangelift Luke $:Forthat ic was fo - 
given aSecand Time, will appear $ And ir isthe more deeply tobe 
apprehended. and weigh'd, becauſe it was given-the Second Time 
uponithe ſolemn Deſire of the Diſciples ro be Taught ito pray, as Jobn 
Taughtihis Diſciples. Now (ChriſtTeaching.t 0.900), as-Jobn, the: Fore-' 
runner, Taught topray,,(who, though before Chrift, yet z3as after him) 
mult needs Tracb to: pray, as the "Meſſiah, as che -Great: Prieſt; Propher, 
and King, who.was to come 3nto EY TheDiſciples were there ' 
Wy GG fore» 
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fore undoubredly moved by a Divine Juſtin, to deſire to be Taught 
topray by Chriſt, as the Great Maſter, 'in the ſame' manner that John 
the Fore- runner Taught his Diſciples. For the Mrfſſah, fo Teaching to 
pray. cannot but be ſupposd to comprize in his-Vrayer the great In- 
tereſts his Diſciples and Servants have in his Meſtaſhip ; which'is much 
to -be-obſcrv'd to: guide us into the -his heſt Senſes-ot it, and! above 
what our Lord -mightbe fuppogd to aim at, as in the general'Do- 
dArine of ' Chriſtzanity, and:as inthe Evangeliſt Matthep , tlio that alſo 
could not be burTranſcendently High,as to'Chriſtianity. in genera). 

But ler us firſt obſerve the more' Remote and Ourtyard Circum- 
ſtances of the giving of this Prayer in-the Evangeliſt Luke. | 

I. As it was given upon-the fo ſolemn ' Deſire of the Diſciples to 
be Taught to pray; and: our Lord giving the Prayer in theſe- Words, 
When ye pray, ſay; 1cmay'ſeem to puſh - hometo rhe conſtant-uſe. of 
theſe Wor s- When: we pray. Bur in anſwer: to it; there are theſe 
Three Thingsto be obſerved; which are plain Matters of Fat? 

1. That this Prayer is mott compleat in Matthew, where it is firſt 

iven ; and it isto be compleated in Luke, by being compar'd with 
it (elf, as given in Matthew. 'For the Doxological Concluſion, or Afſ- 
feribing the Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory for ever and ever, with 
the Amen, the Scal of all, is to be found only in Matthew ; both 
which the Jews generally us'd 'in their Prayers, even as Chriſtians 
do. If then the whole and entire Pattern muſt be deriv'd from 
Matthew. even ſo mult the Juſt Elevation of the Command for the 
uſing it, be taken: from thence alſo, where it is moſt compleat. 
Now there. the Command for the uling itis expreſly given thus 
Aﬀter this manner pray ; ſhewing it to be a Patterz which muſt be 
meaſurd by all S:ripture ; fo few. Words being elſe inſufficient (as 
hath been made out) co dire us'to pray after that manner, So thoſe 
Words. in Luke, When ye pray, ſay, muſt be expounded by thoſe in 
Matthew When ye pray, ſay after this manner. 

2. It.is certain - the Courſe of the Goſpel- Hiftory, That-the Pray- 
er, asgiven in Luke,was another diſtin Giving of ir, from thatin 
Matthew, and was the laſt Giving it 3 and:ſome conſiderable Time 
after the Sermon in the Mount ;:from whence itis evident, That where 
the Form is moſt compleat and had been before given; the Apoſties 
did not yet-underſtand themſelves oblig'd to the Repetition of the 
Words, or ftritly determin'd to the Form , For if they, hadcontinu- 
ally usd it, as a Form, they could not have been forgetful, T hat 
Chriſt had already Taught them to pray z' or they. muſt havecharg'd 
his Form of Prayer direQly with Inſufficiency ; eventhere where it is 
moſt a Form, and in that Sermon, where they were the moſt Dome- 
ſick, or proper Auditors, For he looked on his Diſciples when — 
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his Sermon., which much affures, had it been ſuch a Form, theY 
could not haye forgotten it, as ſo preſcrib'd, Our Lord therefore, to 
ſhew he had enfolded all the Intereſts of his Goſpel, and of his King- 
dom in the Prayer he had before Taught ; returns them upon the 
ſame Prayer, by giving it them a-new, in ſo great parts of it ; that 
they couid not but thereby remember it, and make up whate- 
ver was wanting in the laſt giving of it, by his firſt giving it; and 
therefore they, and All Chriſtians afterthem are to ſearch turther, 
and deeper into it ; And that is one great Senſe of, when ye pray ſay 3 
or, asthe Word alſo ſignifies, Read, that is, Enlarge with Ulnder- 
ſtanding upon the Heads of Prayer [ have given you before. There 
All Prayer is to be found ; there isto be found whatl1, as the Mefſrab, 
am -peculiarly to Teach my Diſciples, beyond what 7ohn, the preparer 
of my way before me, was to Teach his Diſciples ; Read theretore with 
Underſtanding that manner of Prayer I have already Taught you. You 
ask to be Taught, Read what I have Taught you ; Read, and underſtand 
what you Read : T hus Reading the words of the Book of the Prophecy of 
the Revelation, is Reading with Underſtanding and Expoſition. 
. Itis moſt evident, our Saviour was not Rigid about the Form 
of Words ; for he changes the Words in T'wo Petitions, yet not al- 
tering the Senſe, v7. in that Petition ; Give us our Daily Bread. In 
Matthew it is This Day , or, as he ſaid, To Day ; In Luke, that which 
1s for; or according to the Day ; ſo in that Petition ;, Forgive us our Debts, 
in Matthew ; our Sins, in L «ke; In Matthew, As we forgive our Deb- 
tors ;in Luke, For we forgive every one indebted tous And in the ſame 
Evangeliſt Luke, Our Lord, atthat Petition, Deliver us from Evil, breaks 
off without the Praiſe- Aſcribing Concluſion, which we find in Mat- 
thew ; or the Amen, the fore named Seal of All. 
Now from All theſe” Things. which are plain Matters of Fa& 
laid together, it is moſt evident ; the Senſe of thoſe Words, when 
ye pray, ſay, does not oblige us to the Words, but to the whole 
Laricude of their Enangelick Senſe and Importance. 
. Give leave to add here, as in the moſt ſeaſonable Place with 
Relidicn to this Prayer ; as it is found both in the Evangeli Mat- 
thew and Luke ; That neither in Them nor in the wha New- 
Teſtament is this Prayer any where ſtyled the Lord's Prayer ; asthe 
Breaking of Bread is |tyled the Lords Supper; and the Fir Day the _ 
Lord's Day, nor yer any way Referred to, as ſuch. To ſhew, the 56:29. 
Form of Words is no Inſtitution of Chriſts, ro be uſed in Solemn Kveianor, Wo. 
Worſhip, as*he Lord's Day, and Lord's Supper are; nor tobe divided *utes _— 
one from another, Joyned ſo by that ſingular Word, not again wwya. i - 
uſed/in'the whole New' Teſtament, 1 Cor. 11. 20. Rev. 1. 10 as, viz. . 
Lordly, or B:longing tothe Lord, that is, by Peculiarity or _ 
his 
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This is very much to be weighed, as ſhewing, the! very. Prayer as 
in the Form, does not Tye us. Eh. | 


Objef. To all, that I have ſaid upon the Prayer, as in the Evan- 
liſt Litke, it may be objefted ; whether Prayer Tye us-to a 
orm or not, it ſeetns wonderful,the Diſciples ſhould forget Chriſt 

had taught them to Pray before, as 1n Matthew, and that, even as 
the Great Prophet in that Sermon on the Mount, | 

-iſp. Undoubtediy this Inadvertency, and Forgetfulneſs, as in 
other Cafes, was-permitted by God ; that they might in this ſo- 
temn mitiner deſire the Lord to Teach them more ſolemnly, as 
Meſſiab ; 38 Jobn the Fote-Rininer of Meſſiah, Taught his Diſciples ; 
and that Chriſt giving the ſame Prayer again, might ſhew, how 
cloſe His 7Mefſiaſhip atnd the whole Dodrine of Chriſttanity are con- 
joyned,; and that all Run together unto His Kingdom. 


2, The ſecond Circumſtances of this Prayer, as it is given in the 
Evangeliſt Luke, is the Conſideration of the Diſcourſes relating to 
Prayer after the giving this Prayer, that our Lord looxss unto, and 
they are theſe T'wo. 

I. The Earneſtneſs, and Importunicy, that we ought to uſc in 
Prayer; arid rhbat muſt relate to this Prayer in all the Pares, or 
Branches of Prayer, to which it direCts us, and even. Leads. us. by the 
Hand into; we ought tobe ſo carneſt, as not to receive a Denial 
from God; And this Barneſtneſs He after, in this very Goſpel of Luke 
particularly guides ro, 1s unto his own Commg ; when he wil 
Avengpes his dwn Ele& ; Afſucing us even while he does .indeed Bear 
tong, yet he will Avenge ſpeedily :: And that herein he hath Reſ- 
pet to his own Coming, he plainly ſhews ; For he adds. And yet when 
the Son'of Man cometb,ſhall he find Faith on the Earth ? c, 18. 1,7,8. 

' 2. The other Point of Prayer eur Lord ditcourſes with - Relation 
to this Prayer,is, That when hisServants are ſincere in their Deſires, 
God will give them rhe Beſt Things, though they may not under- 
fland the Herghth aud Depth, the Breadtl and Lengthof the Divine Pro- 
miſes, and Senſes of the Ford of God, with Relation to Prayer ; and 
particularly as gather'd into this Prayer ; For God will-underſtand 
tor his Children the Beſt Things, even as a moſt compaſſionate Fa- 
ther ; if his Children ask things that are good in their kind, he does 
not give things different, nor Below, much leſs contrary ; but ber- 
ter and Above. And this may thus relate to this Prayer ; the 
whole Stream of it runs intothe Channel of T rueſt God Things ; 
They therefore, whom the Holy Spirit moyes to pray it,ſhall not be 
anfwered with any tning of a worſe or lower kind, but _ 

f ne 


as the Prayer of the Kingdoms. 9 


the Spirit, the Supream, and All-Comprehending Good, And this 
He will give, and ſtill give, till ic comes to the Height: of His 
Kingdom, according to Eſay. 5g: laſt ; For fo his Spirit makes Inter- 
ceſſion with Groanings not to be uttered ; And God underfands His own. 
Spirit, as is after, further to be Inſiſted upon ; and he underſtands 
it, not only by our words, no nor by our more formed apprehen-» 
ſions, but by deep Search of our Hearts, and the moſt retired Operas 
tions of his Spirit within our Hearts. 

, Andto this great purpoſe, our Saviour ſpeaks in thoſe words alſo 
1n eMattheſp ; Be ye not like the Heathen in much ſpeaking ; For your 
Father knoweth, what things you have need of, before you ask Him ; ſhew- 
ing ; That Prayer is not to be manag'd, as if we would Inform, 
or change God, but to atic& our own Hearts; andto pur them in- 
to an order for receiving from God by his Grace in Chrilt, 
Spiricual Underſtanding, Holy Aﬀe&ion, Humble Dependence, 
Earneſt Deſire, and Zcal for his Glory, and Kingdom; and a 
State here preparatory for it. T hart way of Prayer, that eicher 
by meer ofren Repetztion, by cuſtomarinels, by not hawing 
the Spirit, and Power of the Word of God in it, is Unſer- 
viceable ro the Great Ends, 1s not after the manner of the Lord's 
Teaching to Pray, nor received into it $ And whatever pre- 
ſcribed way of Prayer 1t is, that more or leſs brings in a Rote of. 
much ſpeaking only, and takes off from the Exerciſe of this Spiritual 
underſtanding, and AﬀeCtion ; hath Suitable degrees of that Great 
Gai!r, of bringing Geniliſm into the Temple of God, and taking away. 
the daily Sacrifice of Prayer. | 


Obje&. But it may be ſtill ſaid; the Lord's putting His Prayer ſo 
much 1nto a Form, argues ; He intended it ſhould be fo uled, elſe 
why did he pur it into a Form. 

Anſw. Thar hedid not intend itas a Rigid Form, I have fully 
argued ; yet He pur it into a Form, eſpecially in Matthew, thar ic 
might ſtand the more Conſpicuous. and Full in all parts, as a 
Pattern ; and might ever in Relation to His Kingdom be in con- 
ſtanc Ut, as to the ſubſtantial Importance of it; and by an Ad- 
mirable Foreſight of the way of uſing this Prayer by the Chrittian 
World, Ehriſt condemns the Ignorance, the Unbelieft, che Oppo- 
ſition to the Dottrine of his Kingdom, even out of the own Mouths 
of the generallity of Chrizans, 


And now I come, having ſpoken this in preparation, to Teach 
you the Uſe of this Prayer of the Kingdom, as David [aught the Children 


- 


of Iſrael the Uſe of the Bow * ;) For Spirits of Saints Inſtrutt- + , 51m, x, 


£C 418, 


10 An Expoſetion of the Lord's Prayer, 


ed, and Armed with the Spirit of this Prayer, and the Divine 
Senſes of it ; without any over Ceremoniouſneſs about the Re- 
petition of the Words ; are asthe Chariots, and Horſemen of Iſrael ; 
eſpecially, T hey, who are thus inſtructed in it, As it is the Prayer 
of the Kingdom. 

And herein, I have ſaid. I propoſe this to you, to give you the 
Key of this Prayer, as it is the Prayer of the Glorious Kingdom of 
Chriſt ; and ſeeing I haye declared, Ido no way prejudice the 
Expoſitions Calculated for general ule, tho I take the Elevation 
of this Prayer according to this Kingdom ; let none therefore be 
angry at it, leaſt they fall under the Reproof of taking away the 
Key of this Prayer; They would not enter in themſelves ; and Thoſe, 
who are Entring in, they hinder ;, as our Lord Cenſuring the great 
Rabbies, and Maſters of the Jewiſh Law, ſpeaks concerning the Key of 
Knowleds,Luke 11, 52. | 

I will therefore firſt lay down ſeveral Arguments, that the 
truc Elevation of rhis Prayer in its Expoſition muſt be, as it is 
the Prayer of the Kingdom 3 and accordingly, I will Aim to give 
it, when I haye firſt Eſtabliſhed this main Potition by theſe Proofs 


of it. 


Areum. 1. The firſt Argument I draw from the expreſs and 
. plain Words of the Prayer ; Thy Will be done as in Heaven, and upon 
Earth. Now taking the words according to the plain Sence of 
them, and as we generally underſtand them ; it is evident, this 
Prayer Teaches us ro riſe to the utmoſt in our deſires, that the 
Fill of God may be done ; And ſeeing there can be no higher Ex- 
ample of its being done, than the doing of it, as it is done in Hea- 
ven;. we therefore Pray it may be done on Earth , as it is in Heaven ;, 
now the ſame Holineſs, Zeal and Spiritualliry or Heavenly de- 
ſign muſt move us to Pray, that the Name of God ſhould be Sandi- 
fied to the ſame height, that we pray His will ſhould be done unto , 
And that utmoſt is, that it may be oz Earth, asitis in Heaven Sandti- 


fied. 

And if we are Taught to pray, that the Will of God may be done on 
Earth as it is in Heaven ;, and by Analogy and Proportion, that his 
Name may be Santified on Earth as it 1s in Heaven; our Lord hath 
by Admirable Wiſdom ſer the Kingdom of God berween theſe Two 
Petitions ; even the Petition that His Kingdom may come, between 
thoſe Two Petitions, that undeniably ought to be Prayed tothe 
height, viz. the Name Sandified, as in Heaven. fo on Farth ; and the 
Fl done asin Heaven,and ſo on Earth; that what otherwiſe we mighc 
doubt of, whether his Kingdom ought to be prayed to come-0n Earth, 
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as it is in Heaven, (Becauſe we are ready to think that its only to 
be in Heaven) might be aſcertain'd ro us: That we ought to pray for 
the Kingdom coming, even on Earth, as it is in Heaven, and that 
we ſhould not be able to wrench out, what is ſo Riyerted into the 
mid{t. And the very Analogy and Proportion of Heavenly Aﬀedi- 
on to the Glory of God equally looks to all, ifthere be a poſlibi- 
lity, They may All be ;now to ſhew that They may All be, ever 
the Kingdom coming on Earth, as in Heaven ; as well as the Name 
Sanetified on Earth, as in Heaven; and the Will done on Earth, asin 
Heaven ; of which we have no doubt, we ought ſo to pray; the 
Prayer hath ſo placed that the moſt to be doubted of, in the middle, 
that we may pray for all together, and alike, 

Again, . there is ſuch a concatenation of the things, they can® 
not be divided ; Por the Mill of God is, that His Name ſhould be 
Univerſally Sanfified, as inumerable Scriptures teſtify : If then 
His will be done on Earth, as in Heaven ; His Name muſt be Sanfified 
on Earth, as it isin Heaven ,, ſecing that it is ſo Supream a maniteſta- 
tion of His 1, that His 7/il cannot be done, if that be not done; 
and if his Wil be ſo done on Earth, as in Heaven, His Kingdom muſt 
fo come : For what is a Kingdom, but that he who hath the Kingdom, 
ſhould have His Name highef, moſt Celebrated, Honoured and Ador'd ;; 
which is the Sandifying the Name of God ; when it is ſer at Infinite 
heights and diſtances above all other Names ; and this in Chriſt ; 
who hath a Nameabove all other Names, to the glory of God the Father ; 
and that he ſhould have His Full obeyed ; whenever therefore the 
Will of God is obeyed ; the Name of God ſo Santfified on Earth, as it is 
in Heaven ;, his Kingdom muſt needs come on Earth, as it is in Heaven ; 
and ſo His Kingdom wiil come, whenever that is : thus when one is, 
the other is alſo ; when one isnot, the other cannot be ; the things 
are perfe&tly convertibl-, and turn on the ſame Poles ; when one 1s, 
all are together with it ; and if ſo much, as one be not, lr is cer- 
tain, neither of the other car be. 

But that we may know both the Time, when each of the other may 
be, and ſhall be ; and that we may allo know the Grand Expedient, 
or mighty Inſtrument, by which each of the other ſhall be effedfed : 
The Kingdom coming is ſet in the midſt of each ; when the Kingdom 
comes, the other Two ſhall be ;, For that Kingdom ſhall certainly effe&# 
and bring the other Two to paſs ; viz. the Name ſhail be ſo Sandtified, 
and the Will ſo done. 

- But theſe things are impoſſible to come to paſs according to the 
Fxperience of ſo many Thouſand Tears, that the World hath al- 
ready had; or to be hoped for,or expeCted; withour Bowing the Hea- 
vens,Rending the Heavens,the Heavens coming down, as it were to the 


Earth 
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Earth, in ſuch Glorious Manifeſtations, as the Kingdom of Chriſt is 
deſcrib'd to appear in, | : 

And if thele ſo Fundamental Points of Glory and Happineſs in 
that Kingdom be eſtabliſhed, how great will be the Conſequences ? 
There ſhall certainly.be the conſtant Table of the Kingdom in the 
Bread of Life, and the moſt abundant Suſficiency of All T hings ; 
the State of Reconciliation betwixt God and Man  betwixt Man and 
Man ; betwixt Man andthe whole Greation ; berwixt'the lower Crea- 
tares and themſelyes; and throughout the whole Fratme of che 
Creation of God ; All things in Heaven and Earth being reconciled 
in bim, even in Him; and then moſt certainly there will be no more 
Teading into Temptation, bur a perfe& Deliverance from Ewil : For the 
Cauſe of all-the Indigencies of that Life, that is to be ſupported 
by that Epiouſious, or Superſubſtantial Bread, according to the Day ; of 
all the Anger of God, and the Mutual Enmities in the World ; 
and of the Curſe upon the Creation, is ; That the Wil of God is 
not done on Earth, as tis in Heaven, and his Name Sandaifed ; and be- 
cauſe the preſent Stare is noc the State of the Kingdom of Chriſt , 
Burt then ſhall ir be Acknowledg'd with Hallelujabs, T hat the 
Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory is his throughout Eternity of 
fees; Seal'd with an Unchangable and everlaſting, Amen. 

. Now 1 would appeal to any one, whether our Lord Teaching his 
Diſciples then, and ſucceſſively: in all Ages, to pray, that the Wul of 
| God may be done on Earth, as 1t ts in Heaven; and that All Things 

that muſt in Neceſſary Conſequence fall out rogether, I ſay, our 
Tord would Teach fo to pray, if he had not known it was the 77/41 
of Gut Things ſhould be fo; or if there were not a promiſe of God 
ot ſuch a Kingdom of Chrif, wherein All theſe Thinvs fhould be 
ſo, as'a-Ground of Faith they ſhould be ſo ; And becauſe God hath 


ſo promisd, and reſold they ſhould be ſo ; and that he will yet be - 


enquired of by the Prayer of his Seryants to do zt for Them : Therefore 
.. hath our Lord Jelus Chriſt taught us ſo to enquire by Prayer in, and 
according tothis Great Rule of Prayer, he hath given. 


There are Three Things the Word of God hath made necefſa- 


ry to our Receiving any Mercy, in the Nature and Order of a 
Mercy, 


I. That we ſhould pray unto, and enquire of God for it. 
. 2. That the Thing we pray for, ſhould be within the Degree; 
and Determination of God, it ſhould be; and fo according to his 


Will, 
3- That 


_ 
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3: That it ſhould be «kd in Faith, or upon a Promiſe, declating to 
us that Will and Determination of God. 

Now 1n theſe great Points Chriſt hath taken a certain Care, 

I. That ther: ſhould be Prayer for thoſe things, by giving this Pray= 
er for them. | 

2, Sccing he gave this Prayer by an Infallible Spiritgknowing the mind 
of God, it is certainly ſquar'd according to the Will and Promiſe of 
God. As therefore this Prayer is eyery way prepared tor being beard, 
ſo Jeſus Chriſt moſt certainly ſends our his Spirit to all his Servants, to 
give Faith, and to raoye Holy Deſire, accordingto thisPraycr, that 
Gad may be cryed to Day and Night, agreeably with it: And when 
his Saints may be ſhort, in cirher the Underſtanding it, or in the 
Faith, or Deſire, that it ſhould de prayd with 5 the Spirit makes Inter- 
ceſſion according to the Will of God, with Groans that cannot be Utter'd, 
wherein God underſtands the Mind of his Spirit, becauſe it makes In- 
terceſſion according to his Will; ſo this Prayer muſt be a certain Predi- 
Qion, that all theſe things ſhall be ſo; For God cannot Fail of his 
Will and Promiſe; Chriſt cannot Fail of having Taught to Pray 
according to this Will and Promiſe of God ,, nor can Chriſt Fail to give 
his Spirit to his Servants to Excite them to Faith and Holy Dcfire, ac- 
cording to this Prayer. From all which it unconteſtably follows, That 
this Prayer moſt be a certain Predition, That the will of Gcd ſhall be 
done on Earth asit is in Heaven; and the whole Concatenation of things 
be according to it ; and therefore that the Kingdom of Chriſt muſt come 
on Earth, asit is in Heaven ; ſo that this Prayer muſt be a Prayer for 
the Glorious Appearance of Chrift's Kingdom, according to the higheſt 
Elevatien of the Senſe of the Prayer; and ſo the Prayer to be Ex- 
pounded as the Prayer of the Kingdom. 
\. For what is more Viſible, than that this hath not yet been, nor is 

like tobe in the Preſent State upon Earth ? but even to Horror and A- 

mazement, the contrary hath been eyer ſince the general Profetfion 
of Chriſtianity by Nations ; and in all the ProſpeR we can have of 
Things, Humanely ſpeaking, it will continne {o. Theremuſt be there- 
fore a peculiar State created for the Anſwer of this Petition ; and what 
can that be, but that New Earth, according to Promiſe, wherein Righte- 
ouſne/s hall dwell, even at, and in the Kingdom of Chriſt ? And fo this 
Prayer muft be the. Prayer of the Kingdom, enquiring of God for the ac- 
_ compliſhment of that Promiſe. 


I can therefore by no means allow the abatement of the Force of 
this Petition, upon a compare of it with ſuch Expreſſions, Be ye hog, 
a Tamholy; be 1e perfett, 44 your Father in Heaven i perfe#; or by 

E com». 
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comparing it with the Apoſtle's yvehement Emotion, of forgetting thing s 
that are behin2, and preſſing forward for the mark of the jrice of the high 
calling of God in Feſws Chriſt ; if by any means he might attain the Ke- 
ſurrettion of the Dead, or the State of Perfe&ion in this Lite,if we ſhould 
10 expound 1t. 

Now to interpret thele Expreſſions, either as gracious Deſires, tho 
notanlwerdin this World, or as ſetting up to our ſelyes the highelt 
and moſt pertect Mark to ſhoot at, though we cannot reach it in this 
World ; or that fuch expreſſions of being Holy and Perfef, as God #, 
ſhew that excellent Kind, and Alloy of Holineſs, tho we cannot riſe up 
to the perfeion of Degrees; and then to ſuppoſe this Senſe to be all 
the Senle of this Petition, and that it cannot be fully and compleatly 
anſwer'd, till we cometo Heayen, this explication, I affirm, cannot a- 
gree, 


I. Becauſe all cheſe Gracious, both-Endeayours and Deſigns, bave 
a Time and a State of coming to their Complement, and Pertetion, 
even to a PerfeCtion of Degrees, ſo far as created Nature is capable of 
{uch a Perfeftion; and therefore neicher thoſe Commands nor Deſires 
are in Yain; tho they do notobtain their deſired effeR in this State; be- 
caule there is a State on purpoſe for that Perfetion ; But for the doing 
the Will of God on Earth, as it « in Heaven, that can neyer come to its 
Perte&ion, except there be a State on ſome very Earth, where it may 
come into its Perte&tion; For there is fo Dire& and Perpendicular a f1x- 
ing the Petition upon ſome Earth; Fhart-ic muſt come to its PerfeCti- 
on on ſuch Earth, or not at all.' Seeing then there are fuch Promiſes 
tro the Earth, That Knowledg (hall cover it, as the Waters do the Sea; That 
Righteouſneſs ſhall dwell in it ; That the (inners ſhall be conſumed out of it; 
That the Meek ſhall inherit it ;, and then fuch a Prayer Taught by Chriſt 
far the Doing the Willof God on Earth, and according to ſo great an Fx- 
emplar as is in Heaven.. There muſt be a PerteQion of it on Earth, or 
elſe this Petition cannot be heard ; For Perſonal 'Qualifications follow 
Priſons, and may be perfeed:in their PerteAion, however they change 
their Place : But Local Priviledges adhere to the Piacez and cxcepr 
Earth it (elt werecarried up to Heaven, there cannot be a perfeQing of 
what is proper to the Holy State on Exrth,but it mult be en Earth; For 
elie there muſt be a confounding Heaven and Earth. 


9. It is duly to be obſeryed ,and it is very plain itis ſo, That Heaven 
and Eatth are Parallell'd as Two Places, One where the Will of God is 
done, and the Other where it is prayed, It may be done. The words 
are therefore moſt exatly Framed to expreſs a Parallel. It is thecefore 
| | pray: 
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prayed, That as the Places ſtand in Parallel one to anoti:er, ſo that 
the State of the Yi! of God done in one, may be made Paralici by the 
doing the Willof God in the other, And as the doing the Will of God is 
the G/ory of the ene Place, ſo that it may be allo the Ghry of the 0+ 
ther ; and therefore, except that Glory Fill the Earth, according to fo 
many Promiſes toremention'd, as it now Fills the Heaven, this Petition 
cannot be heard, 


J. The Kingdom coming, is, as it were, the Key of the San#ifying 
the Name of God, andthe doing the Will of God, Now the very words, 
Thy Kingdom come, doenough cxplain, It is a State on Earth that is de- 
{ir'd, and ſhew both the Time and the High Efficacy, which will then 
be at work for the Santtifying the Name of God, and tor the doing the 
Will of God, asin Heaven, and on Earth; as isfurther to be made out 
inthe explaining that Petition, And it does aſſure vs, the Intention of 
the Petition is not, that there may be only tuch a doing the Will of Ged, 
as was before Jetus Chriſt came in the Fleſh, and ſince Chriſt came, 
univerſal among the Saints, viz, with that Sincerity,and in that doing 
it, that is of the ſame kind with that in Heaven ; Such indeed there 
hath been; but alas,it bath been but inſo yery low Degrecs, as bearno 
Proportion ; ſo thar, except there be a-New State of things, ſuch a do- 
.ing the Will of God cannever ariſe to any PerfcQion, ſecing it hath 
not done it in 16co Years; and wecan bave no Reaſon, except ſuch 
a Kingdom come, to expe it in 1600, or 16000 more, if Timecould 
ſo long continue, All which makes it beyond all doubt, that this Peti- 
tion-can never be Fulfiled, but by ſuch a Kingdom as ſhall bring Hea- 
yen and Fatth toſuch a Parallel, 


And therefore, as ſhall be ſhewn inthe explaining the Petition itſel{3 

T he Prayer is moſt ſtriftly, and yet moſt intentionally for an exa&t 
ParalcIlliſm, berween the New Heaven, and the New Earth, as ſhall 
| be inthe Kingdom of Chriſt, and wherein Righteouſneſs ſhall Dwel) a= 
: like, Ie istherefore a Prayer, not ovly for the doing the Will of God on 
* Earth, but alſo in Heavcn ; viz, in that New Heaven ; and that ſuch an 
Heaven and Earth may be in a Parallcl one to another, according tothe 
Promiſe; ſo that the Prayer, if we ſpeak ſincerely of the matter, 1570t 
direftly, T hat the Will of Ged may be done in this Earth,as it is now done 
in the Third Heaven above 1s; But that there ray be ſucha Parallet 
'New Heaven and New Earth, altho it is mcſt True, the preſent Sant#if- 
cation of the Name, Kingdom, and Will of Cod done in the Higheſt Hea- 
ens, 1s the Original Exemplar of all; and therefore the New Jeru- 
' ſalem comes down from God out of Heaven, into that New Heaven of = 
| Air, 
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Air, and ſo thereis a parallel on the New Earth betwixt that New Hea- 
ven, and New Earth, 

And this is of great concernment that we underſtand it aright, on 
theſe Two Accounts, 


1: Becauſe the preſent heaven of the Air hath not the ill of God done 
in it now, any more, than in this Earth. 

2, Becaule in-full Senſe, The Will of God ſhall not be done in the New 
Earth, «s it s now in the higheſt Heayen, by way of Parallel, 


7, Becauſe the preſent Heaven and Air, is by Scripture made the 
Habitation and Reſidence of Spiritual W ickednefles ; for they are Spi- 
ritual Wickedneſles in He-avenlies ; That muſt be in heavenly places ; 
for they are, nor can be in any other Senſe in Heaventies ; nor can 
they be in any other heavenly place, but the Air ; The Heaven of the 
Divine Preſence can be no Reſidence for Bad Spirits. | 
 Sathan, with his Armies, and Hoſts of Bad Spirits, is call'd the Prince 

4-4 Power of the Air, that is, he hath, under Divine Permiſſion, a 

elidence in the Air, and wheneyer God hath uſe for this Sathanick 
Miniſtery, he hath undoubtedly great Command-there, So there is 
now a Parallel betwixt the 7! of God not done by thoſe Spiritual Wick- 
wc an in the Air, or the. Heayeniies, and the not doing the Will of God 
by the Seed of the Wicked One on Earth; | 

But when the Kingdom of Chriſt hall come, theſe Wicked Spirits ſhall 
| be under an Obligation to Diſlodg from their Heavenliesz and whe- 
ther there is not a Force upon them by the Fzre of that Day, I will not 
Diſpute ; But it is moſt certain, they are Lay'd hold of, Bound, and 
Chain'd, and Lock'd up in the Bottomleſs Pit, and cannot come out to De- 
: cetve the Nations for thoſe i000 years of the Kingdom of Chriſt, . 

Thus it may be very well underſtood, there may be a Prayer for a 
Paralleliſm betwixt the New Heaven and the New Earth,in doing the 
Will of God, Taught us by Jeſus Chriſt ; as in the New Heaven, and 
in the New Earth ; to be effeQted, and brought to paſs by his Kingdom. 
And this is the moſt true and proper ſenſe of this Petition, as in Hea= 
ver, and upon Earth: : 

2. The 1! of God ſhall not b: doneatall in the New Earth, as it 
is win the Higheſt of Heaven by way of Parallel ; for though it is 
True, the Will of God done now in the Higheſt Heaven, by Angels 
and Saints, is the firſt Exemplar ; yet it is not the Parallel to which it 
anfwersz but the New Heaven is the Parallel : And the Reaſon is 
this, The Angels and Saints doing the Will of God, are out of Bo- 
d:es, and ina ſtate of Spirits, and fo cannot be av agrecable _—_— ; 

clus 
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(Telus Chriſt is ſo Tranſcendent, He in his own Perſon can be ::» 
Parallel) ; Bur betwixte Holy Spirits, and Spirits in ſo mean and {1:1- 
ful a State, there are ſo great Odds, there can be no paralle! ; Pu: 
betwixt Chriſt, as the Head, and his Saints of the Firſt Reſurredtion 
in [ncorruptible Bodies, in the New Heaven, and the Saints, the L:- 
2Ing, the Remaining on the New Earth, in Changed Bodies, that 
ſhall zot die; there ſhall be, though not a perfed? Equality, ycr 
ſo great a Likeneſs in the doing the Will of God as in. the New Hea- 
ven, by one, and in the New Earth by th: other ; as ſhall fill out the 
Paralelliſm to great Glory of doing the Will of Ged, as in Heaven and 
upon Earth | | | 

And thus, whether we take this Pet:tion in the more General 
Senſe, and as it is Univerſally Expounded, viz. That the Pf 
God may be done on Earth, as it is now 1n the Higheſt Heiven % Or 
whether we take it in the more True Near, Strict Senſe, wherein 
there is ſo great Evidence, our. Lord defign'd it; it is very evident 
at 15a Perition, that muſt be Anſwer'd in ſome State on Earth, 
and not in the Heaven of Eternity only, in Perfection ; and here 
only in ſome Degrees, or Likeneſs of Kind, in Regard of Sin- 
ccrity. 

And further, it is moſt evident, upon a New Argument, there 
isSa paralel berwixt the Heaven and the Earth in this Prayer, It is 
not ſaid therefore, on Earth as in Heaven, but as in Heaven, and up- 
oz Earth: But ſuch a paraltel cannot be in cither the Bodtes of Saints 
now on Earth ſo unfit for the doing the F/iJ] of God ; nor in an 
Earth fo under the Curſe, as T his is, that yields rothing but Bri « 
ars and Thorns, except at lcaſt upon the Expence of the Sweat of the 
Brops, and with the greateſt Vanity and Yexation of Spirit 4 T hcre 
mult be therefore the New Earth, that the Coming Kingdom of God by 
Zeſus Chriſt brings with it. | 

Having now diſpatch'd this firſt and greateſt Argument, That 
this Prayer is indeed the Prayer of the Kingdom , I come to a. Second 
Argument. | | 


Argum, 2, That into which All the Prophecies iflue, as All the 
Promiſes determine themſelves (particularly that ot the New Hea- 
ven and the New: Earth) , and wherein che Myſtery of God is Fi- 
niſd, cannot be left out of that Prayer, which the Great Pre- 
pars High Prieſt, and Apoſtle of our Profeſſion, Taught to his Diſ- 
Ciples, 

"I it were ſo, either the Things ſpoken of muſt be ſmall, or 
the Prayer muſt be ſmall $ Bur neither of theſe can be ſuppos'd 
Not the Firlt, becauſe they are Rona and Iuc of all the 
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wonderful Counjels and Yorks of God in the World. Not the latter, te- 
cauic it is the great Comprehenſive Prayer, the whole Element of 
Prayer. So that when we pray aright,and according to the Hord of 
Go, we do ſay {asthe words may very well bear, whenever yo do 
Pray; you do fay, not fo much [mperatively as Indicatively ), when- 
ever the Spirit of Adoption crys in us Abba Father, we do preſently 
tav,Our Father. When the Stirit of Prayer moves upon any of the 
Stores ot Prayer in the Ford of Godywe immediately tail into thisPray- 
zr-If ever therefore Any of Thoſe fo very Great, and Viible, and 
Conſpicuous' Things-1n the Word of Get, that concern the Xing- 
dom of. Chriſt, either in Relation to our ſelves, or the Chureh of 
C briſt in general, come into our Prayers (and how can' it be othe. - 
wile. if we do indeed pray? ) Then either we muſt pray out of, 
and bzyond this Prayzr, which muft needs be impoſſible, if rhis be 
fo Comprehen/ive a Prayer as we All allow tt to b2; or elfe this 
Kingdom muait be {o conſpieuons tn this Prayer. - | 

* Since then an one fide, we Find the Word of God fo full of the 
Great Expreſſions of this Kingdm, that we muft either pray for the 
T hings therein declar'd by Prophecy and Promiſe, or we muſt leave 
fuch Juze Trafts of the Word of God out of our Prayers ; And ſee- 
ing on the other fide, in this Prayer, which we acknowledge tio 
Compreh2n/ive a Prayer, we tmd the fo Expreſs Words, T/ y Kingdon 
come {an:l a parallel State of Doing the Will of God,as mr Heaven,and 
uton Earth ; beſides all the other fo C:rrefpondent Relations ; How can | 
we bat be afſur'd This Prayer isthe Prazerof the Kingdom im ws high- 
ct Etevation? and thar ircan be no other ; and that ſeeing iris fo, 
ic mult prevail for the Coming of the Kingdom tit its proper Time, 

ſeeing, as we have Fully Reaſon'd, it cannat bur be heard. | 
Aroam 3. Thar which is ſo much the Fil of God; that it ſhowld 
be ; that He hath intusd a Natural Emotion imo the very Creation, 
towards it ; and that it, as with a Lifted-up Head of ExpeRation 
and Dei re, ſues for : That certainly is comprehended in ehis 
Prayer 3 For it eannot be once ſuppos'd, that Jeſus Chriſt Teaching 
his Servants and Saints to jay, ſhould not give them, in a Spiritual 
anJ Intejle&ua! way, what is given to the I orer Creation, as by 
Infin@ ; becauſe it is fo Neceffary 4 Now that Reſtitation of A/ 
Thengs, That Glorious Manifeſtation of the Sons of God, T hat Delive- 
rance of the Creatures from their Unwmilling Subjetizon to Vamity, they 
row Grean an Travail under ; yet under Hope of bringing ferth a bet- 
ter State. All this the Creatures, with Earneſt Expectation watt far, 
with /ifted up Heads, T hey, as i were beg tor. How then can it 
be. bur that ſo.Grear a Point of the Divme Will, ſhould bave very 
fa:r Lines of it in this Prayer ? And ſeeing our Lord direQts us 
In 
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in this Prayer to look up to God as a Father ;\ The Liberty, eventhe 
Glorious Liberty of bis Sons, uſt needs be a principal part of it ; 
And where can there be fo Reafonable a placing of it, as in that 
Great Petition, Thy Kingdom come 3 For where ſhould the Sons of 
God have a Liberty of Glory, but in his Kingdom. T his is fo 
undeniably certain and Evident, that I inſiſt no further upon ir. 


Argum. 4. Waenthe Apoſtle ſpeaks of this very Giorrous Liberty 
of the Children »f God, and the Manifeſtation of the Sons of God, by 
it, and in it; who cry unto him, Abba Father 3 He does Afﬀfirm, 
we have the Fir Fraits of the Spirit, and grean within our ſelves ; 
waiting for the Adoption ; that is, the Mamfefiation of the Sons of God ; 
and T hat is,tbe Redemption of our Bodies, He further Maniteſts, T his 
cannot be a Preſent State 4 1. Becaufe the Apoſtles had only the Firit 
Fruits of the Spiriz compar'd with that Great Harveſt of the pouring 
out of the Spirit that ſhall be at that Time; and withal, the 
FVouchſatfement of the Spirtt to all Chriſtians tn general now, is a Firſt 
Fruits, an Anointing, a Seale, and an Earneſt to All that Glory, 
2. He ſhews, Ir is a Future State , becauſe it is in Hope ; and theres 
fore cannot be in preſent: For then Hope and Sight would be con- 
founded, Thcn he goes forward, and Afhrms; Sceing this Hope 
cannot bur be Full of Deſires, and thoſe Deſires will be breakzng out 
»1to Prayers, That therefore the Spirit belps our Infirmties in that 
Great Point wherein we know not what to pray for 2s we ought : But 
the Sprrit makes Interceſſion, with Groanings, that cannot be uttered. And 
be that ſearcheth the Heart, knowe:h the Mind of the Spirit, Por be mak- 
eth Interceſjron for the Saints, according to the Will of God. 

. From all theſe T hings Duely laid together, ariſe many Great 
Points to our purpote. 


1. That the Gloriaus Liberty of the Sons of God, at rhe Time of 
cheir Manifeſtation, and the Reſtitution of the Creation cannor bur be 
a priaciple Point of Prayer ; For, faith the Apoſtle, He groan 
within our ſeſves, waiting for the Adoption, 8c, And ſo he falls 
mro the Diſcourſe of Prayer far it, with Groans that cannot be 
attered. 

..2. The: Ajoiie fo often referring to God, as a Father ; by the 
Sperit of Adoption. crying, Abba Father ,} by the ſo often mention of 
the Sons of God ; by the Adoption ; lead us, eyen by a ftretch'd-our 
Hand, to that Prayer, wherein the very firſt words is, Our Fa- 
ther. If therefore we are led by the Confderation of God, as a Fa- 
ther, to the Prayer that I caches us to ſay Our Father, we are cer- 
tainly led allo to Great Poiars of Adoption z viz; the A 
oy 
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of, and the Glorious Liberty of the Sons of God ; which mult be prin- 
cipal Points of that Prayer ; wherein we call God Father, becauſe 
the Adoption is proper to Sons, eyen as the ManifeSation of, and the 
Glorious Liberty of the Sons of God is ;, and therefore they mult be in- 
timately Related, both of them, to God, as @ Father ; Becauſe 
Sons and Father are fo ſtritly and inſeparately Cor-related, The 
Kingdom of God then coming, as in Heaven, and on Earth, muſt be 
the Center, wherein Alitheſe Lines meer ; For at that Kingdon 1s 
the Redemption of our Bodies ; that is, the Reſurredon, as All Scripture 
Agrees. 

3+ The ApoAle plainly ſignifies, Fe doknow what we are to pray 
for ; and yet we do not know what to pray for\25 we ought. That, is, we 
d know, a5 to the Matter of Prayer , but we do not know in clear 
Apprehenſion ; And that therefore the Great Tranſation in this 
Prayer, is between the Spirit of God in our Hearts, making Interceſjion, 
With Grozns not tobe uttered, 1n_ what we do pray for, but know nor 
to pray for as we ought, and God ſearching the Heart, and know ng the 
Mind of the Spirit, wherein our Apprehenſions are not Form'd and 
Explain'd, who yet hears us ; becauſe that nterceſſzon is according to 
the Will of God, and the Rule of this Prayer, although our Appre- 
henſions are not Expreſs. 


Now what more exatt Scate of the Caſe can there be, with Re- 
lation ro the Generality of Chriſtians praying this Prayer? They 
do by this Prayer know what to pray for , for they know to pray, that 
the Kingdom of God may come ; But they know net the 10 T/, the very 
Thing of that Kingdom, as they ought: They have not the True 
Explain'd Apprehenſions of the Kingdom, according to the Excel- 
lent Nature of it. This we know isthe General Caſe of Chriſti- 
ans; The Spirit therefore here helps out ; it gives unforn'd Deſires, 
Groans not uttered ; that leave a Saviour, a @gonu, an inward 
Senſe of this, And God knowing that Senſe, the Spirit leaves im- 
printed, to be according to his Wzll, and according to this Rule or 
Prayer by Chriſt ; That it is for that Glorious Manifeſtation of the Sons 
of God, and rhe Reſtitutzon of all Things, Hears according to that 
Rule, and that Senſe; according to the Rule imprinted and lefr 
by the Sjirit, And thus All Chriſtians pray, and are heard for rhis 
Kingdom, beyond Themfelves knowing it ; For this Prayer giving 
them the words, Thy Kingdom come, T he S;irit beyond Themſelves 
give the Groans; And God Graciouſly gives the Ear to his Sons 
Words and to the Senſe of his Spirit's Groans; becauſe they are 
Both according to his Wzll. | | 
$2, Argum. 5, 
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>2 An Expoſrtionof theLarPs Prayer, 
Yaith the Apodle, He Lives for ever to make Tuterceſſior fof All Thoſe, 
that cojne to by oe, 6 OLA, 0 BW IE of 00.) vt! 


. Now”ih this Prieſthood of "Interce ſon; Two Things muſt'nceeſſa- 
rily*'m NET, done, and 'his Prayer :" His Kingdom, becauſe-Hifs 
M Ihtredekian Pricf oo bath'an” immediate' Reference to _ ing- 
dom-of©;Righte ſntls *and 'of Peace, that 1s, *his Glorious' Kingdom, 
whetcit| his din Glory, as the Head, the Ghry of his Charch,-as the 
Body,” ye roger her enfolded;and ate'to come to perfetion; And 
Te: Thar Pic hood, he isa Savipur to PerfeRion, or to the 'very 
"- Again, That" which is the principal Point of: his Redemption, is 
the principal. Point of Erie wrge Now to make us Kings, and 
Prizes God: 7nd*tb bis Father, "that we may. Reign on, and-over the 


Earth; isthe principal Point of his Redemption, and ſo Celebrared'in 
the New Songs Revel. 5. and therefore of his /atercfſron.. 
Laſtly, That which is the High Expefation of Chriſt, atthe Right 
Hand "of God, mult needs fall in 'with his Interceſſron on the Right 
Bandtof God, Now He 'is ſet down on the Right Hand of God, expedtimg 
that his Enenies ſhould be made his Footool ; and that isin his King- 
dom, as it appears at his coming, as the Apoſtle teaches'us,1 Cor. 15. 21, 

*T herefore he intercedes for it ;* For his Expefation is grounded-on 

"His Iterceſſion and Redemption, 'Heb. 10. 13. 2 Tim. 4. 1. 

And as his Kingdom and 1nterceſſion thus meet, fo muſt his Zuter- 

"reſo: meet alſo with, and be undizided from the Prayzy he Taught. 
For n0 'poſſible-ſuppoſal can'there be, that Chriſt ſhould Zntercede 

upon the Prayers of the Saints, but that their Prayers muſt be compre- 
hended in'that Patrtern'and Rule of Prayzr he gave t For he would 
not Givea Prayer he would not Intercede upon, and that that ſhould 
not be the Square and Summary of all the Prayers he would Inter- 

cede upor. Te muſt nceds' therefore be, that 'the- Kingdom- coming the 

Prayer"infiſts upbn, miſt needs bethe Melchizedeckian Kingdom; the 
Kingdom, when his Redeemed, as Kings, and Prieſts R:4gni upon;/ and 
over the Earth ; and 'when his Enemes are made his Foorſtoo!. | - 
Thar Prayer therefore,” Fobs 17., which is the Pattern of Chriſt's 
Intercſory Prayer, and which none can pray but himſelf/in'the whole 
Frame of it; and was not therefore Taught by 'himto his Church to 
the End, They ſhould ſopray it as he did. That Prayer is for this 
Kingdom in which Kingdom, God in Chriſt, and Chrift in his Saints, 
ſhall be ſo, viſibly made perfe& in One;, that the World, which will 
riot 0w Believe, ſhall; againſt cheir Wills, *Know: and .Bzlieve, and 

Believe and Know, asthe Devils know, 'and-Belizve, and: Tremble ; that 

God ſent Jeſus Chriſt, and hath loved his Saintsas he loved him, Ver. 

21.23, * This cannot be ia this World, where this Glory is Ou 

an 
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. - anddefiled, and neither Belie/d wor Known. It cannot be atier the 
Enemies of Chriſt are put quite down under his Feet into the Lake, and 
heRenders up the Kingdom into an immediate Enjoyment of God Al in 
All ; For then this Illuſtrious Appearance is ended, both as to his 
own, and his Saints ſo Viſible Glory in Humane Nature ; and alſo 
the Dithonour of his Enemies : And Nothing Remains, but the 
Bebolding 'God All in All ; or the Eternal Miſery of Separatiosſrom his 
Favour, or wailing under his Diſfleaſure, 


Argum. 7. If each part of this Prayer, viz. The Addreſs to God, 
as Our Father ;, each Petition, and the Doxology or Concluſion, Aſcrib- 
Ing to God, That Thine is the Kingdom, &c. may with Admirable 
Agreement, both 1n Expreſſion and Senſe, be concerted with Emi- 
nent Scriptures Relating to the Kingdom, and Glory of Chriſt, and of 
his Saints, as in Heaven, and on Earth ; Then with how much 
Right may This Prayer be call'd, and Expounded intothe Prayer 
of the Kingdom ! T his Concert therefore of this Prayer, and thoſe 
Scriptures, will endeayour to make in the following Expoſition. 


ObjeA. But againſt all this Diſcourſe, this mighty Obje&ior 
may: be Levyed ; How canthis Prayer be look'd upon as the Prayer 
of the Kingdom, or ſo Great a Seandard of Prayer, or Comprehen- 
ſory of it; that hath not the leaſt mention ofthe Great Prince M-f- 
fiab, or of his Redemption, which, is both the Fundamental Point of 
Prayer, and of the Kingdom? How can this poſſibly be Reconcil'd 
with All that hath been ſaid ofthisPrayer ? © 


Theſe are Two Great Anſwers to be given to this, and ſuch as - 
will excedingly Eſtabliſh it. | | 
I. There can be no more certain, and Demonſtrative Argu-' 
ment, T hat. This Prayer was never intended by Ghriſt,asa Form, or 
that we ſhould place a Devotion in the Repetition of it; For theu- 
could it have, wanted the Name of CHD, the Mediation of Chriſt, the 
Bl:od and Redemption-of Chriſt, or the Expreſs Mention of the Spirit, 
which is that Supream Good Thing ; being On? with God, and with: 
Chriſt, which proceeds from the Father, and Takes of Chrifts, and Gives: 
it to us; Which we ſhould, according to our Lord's DoXrine of Pray- 
er, in ſo near Neighbourhood to this Prayer,” be ſo moſt earneſtly- 
imporcunare for ?. 9 5-2" BEL | 
:. But naw if This Prayer be ſuch a Standard of Prayer,*as is to b&un- 
derſtood and apprehended in the whole Latirude-of* rhe /Yord of 

Gol; All leadsro Chriſt, and to the Eternal Spirit, tothe Redemption, 
Blood, and Mediation of Chriſt, as the Foundation of All. Fa | 
nd. 
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- Anſon 2. This Prayer is Full of the « Kingdaip 0 Ebrif No Word 
of it, but is Full of it, and cannot be underſtood, but with the Know- 
ledge of the Kingdom. Now the Kingqom being the Kingdom of Meſ-, 
ſlab, of the Wy a and the Petitions being fr Dag jufted to that ve- 
iy 9 r iow of (lens and of his Reg ion, The Pe rtions cannot 

nd: Eligod with the Knopled ge of Chriſt, and of his Name, and 
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Anſs. 3+ ThePrer 4 find 1a the Ne -flment, afiet this 
Prayer given, cannot but Expect ve of this'Prayer, and drawn 
- out of it ; elle Chriſt did I Wy pray in This Prayer ; For to 
Teach his Daſciples to pray, and they nat to pray according to 1c, uſt 

either an Inſufficiency in the Manner of Chris 'Tea.hjn t0rrays 
ar eſe a. Great, De Pa or at leaf Neglett, for hisZervants 
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zanfcenden; eſe th Ing er only, ind 
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Ear ora Gl Gog dan Va reform our Approaches through 
him; And All the Rrayers we find 10 The Dena t have rhe Liritsy 
and Ip of this pea $7 ia ; - Me Ch Tough f __ to proy when: 
he or he Taught to ray to no purpoſe, | 

earn All Thos Prayers oy coil Fu of 00 Par pots Full of the Spa: 
it, wethereby. knaweErrainly, his Prayer muſt needs þe {6 alſo-in 


the Bottom. of it, aud therefore mult be Explicared accqrding to All 
thaſe Prayers ; and Me are ſent by it to Them, bt 


Objeet, 


as the Prayer of the Kingdom. 25 


Obje&. To all that hath been ſaid of this Prayer, That it is the 
Prayer of the Kingdom, and that there is 1n ir a paraleliſm berween the 
New Heaven, and the New Earth, in doing the Will of God, T here may 
be this Obje&ion made, A Kingdom of God and of Chrift is eminently 
direQed to in this Prayer, and alſo a para/el State betwixt Heaven and 
Earth : But All This isto be underſtood of the Kingdom of Eterni- 
ty, which Kingdom of Eternity ſhall haye a New Heaven and a New 
Earth, - And it is a Aingdomthat ſhall never end, and ir is called E- 
ternal Life : This therefore lifts upa Kingdom of Chriſt much above 
that of a Thouſand Nears. 

And whereas the Sor is ſaid todeliver up a Kingdom, it is only to be 
underſtood of that Kingdom, wherein he is in a State of continual 
Acquiſition, wherein he is Riding out Conquering and to Conquer, and 
' ſubduing Enemies ; That is the Kingdom He indeed ſhall deliver upto 
God, and Receivesat the ſame Time the Kingdom of Fruition and 
Enjoyment, which endures indeed for ever and ever. | 

The Thouſand Years muſt therefore be caſt back into ſome ſpace 
moſt fit for them within that Kingdom of Chriſt ,, that is in a State of 
Acquiſition, And what fitter Time is there, than when the Ghri- 
ian Empire began in Conſtantine, until that great Ravage the Turks, 
as a Goz Magog, made in the World. In Anſwer Ecreunto, 


Anſw. 1, 1 cannot underſtand how the Apoſile's expreſs Words of 
the Son's delivering up of the Kingdom to God, even the Father,can be cx- 
pounded of- changing a Kingdom of Acquiſition for a Kingdom of Fruiti- 
on ; much leſs, how the Son's being himſelf Subject, can be interpreted 
into ſuch a Kingdom of Fruiton. Iris very plain, the Son, who deli- 
vers 4, and who is ſubjetf?, muſt be the Son of Man, who Receiv'd the 
Kingdom from th? Hand of the Ancient of Days ; For the Fternal Word 
can neither Recezve a Kingdom, nor Deliverit up ; Nor would God be 
more All in Al ſo much as to Occonomy, or Diſpenſation, for the Eter- 
nal Words Delivery up of a Kingdom to Him, who is One with him. The 
Kingdom therefore the Eternal Wordeyer had,the Fathereyer had uni- 
tedly with Him : If he ſhould delizer #p a Kingdom to the Father, he 
would ſtil] have it equally with the Father, becauſe the Fathar and 
He, asthe Eternal Wordzare One. There can be no Recerving, nor 
Delivering up of a Kingdom betwixt the Father and the Eternal Word t 
There can be not ſo much as Repreſentation of God, and the Father, 
more or leſs At in All for any Kingdom, the Eternal Word hath, or 
Delivers up of a Kingdom $ The Kingdom therefore delivered up, that 
Go} may be Al in All, muſt be the Kingdom of the Son of Man, which 
as itt Oeconomy, or Repreſentation, is made ſo ſupreme,though indeed 
to the G.ory of Go! the Father, that the "_ of God ſeems notto _ 

| one 
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Alone in Glory, but is pleas'd to Allow Fall Glory to, andnot to out- 
ſhine the Kingdom of the Humane Nature of Chrift, or of the Man 
Chriſt Zeſus. | 

2. There is no poffible Fitting any Part of Time, that hath yet 
been, to the Deſcription Given of a Thoujand Years, by the Spirit 
of God, Revel. 29, Bur it muſt needs be yer to come, for this great 
and moſt Apparent Reaſon? There hath been no Time yet,where- 
in Sathan could be ſaid to be fo Beund, as not to deceive the Nations a- 
ny more ; What Time hath there yer been, in which, beſides all 
Unholy Practices,he hath not Deceiv'd with Paganiſm, with Maho- 
metaniſmy and Antichriſtianiſm ? Theſe Thouſand Years mult there- 
fore be proper and peculiar coa Kingdom of Chriſt yer to come ; and 
mt therefore muſt be to the Kinzdom delign'd by Chriſt in this 

rayer. 

5 The parallel State of the ill of God done in the New Heaven, 
and inthe New Earth, as in the Kingdom of Etermty. can have no 
place in this Prayer, becauſe it can indeed have no place at all in 
that Eternal State. 


Are. 1. Becauſe the Apoſtle tiles the Time of the Delivery up of the 
Kingdom, molt Signally and Eminently, The End ; And he diftins 
guiſhes it from that End when Chriſt jhall come with which alio 
concurs the Reſurredion of hzsghis Retgn,and fo Kingdom,till Death,the 
Laſt Enemy ſhall be ſubdued; and then the Kingdom is Delivered up. See- 
iog then the Endit ſelfis after the Coming of Ebri#, andatfter the Re- 
ſurre&ion, the End it ſelf muſt be an End to that Laſt State; For the 
Coming of Chriſt, and the Riſing of bzs Saintszis an End to this World, 
and to the State of ir; ſo it cannot be the End of this State, bur of 
thar After-Srate of the Reign of Chriſt, and whatever conliſts with 
that 2 And that we find to be the State of the New Heaven and of 
the New Earth. For, 


Arg. 2. The New Heaven and New Earth, muſt needs be the 1orld 
to come, whereof, ſaith the Apoſtle, we ſpeak , which is put into ſubje- 
don toChriſt ; and it is put into ſubjefion to him at his comimg,when 
he Rergns, and bath A/ things put under him, If then there fo 
comes an End, when this Kingdom thall be delivered up, by the Great 
Ruler of ir, Chriſt; what Reaſon is there to believe, that Thar 
World it felf is then to take End at and with that End? Ir iscertain, 
it muſt have End, or be delivered up ; For the Son ſhail be ſubjed. 
» can be his World therefore no longer ; his Hzaven and Earth no 

onger. 


Arg. 3, 


— 
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 #28.3.If then the State of God's Kingdom, even the Father, ſhall 
be ſuch, that it will bear no ſuch Heaven nor Earth , then 1t 1s cer- 
tain, They muſt have End when All is deliver'd up. But God being 
All in All, No New Heaven, nor New Earth can be born ; for cithcr 
They 'mult Enjoy God,'or be' Enjoyed by God, and by his Saints. 
Their Natures are ſuch, that they cannot enjoy God, being not 
Creatures of Underſtanding or Will 2 To be therefore, and not to 
enjoy God, takes off from God being All in All: For then would 
there be Creatures of an Pternal Duration ; even when God 7s All 
and They in no Capacity to enjoy him. If it ſhould be ſaid, They 
do enjoy him in their way ;' I Anſwer, That is High enougia for an 
Oeconomical State, bur not for this of Eternity, If it be ſaid, 1 hatGod 
may enjoy them, and his Saints may enjoy them, and praite him 
for them, and they Declare his Glory. I Anſwer, Thisallo is Al- 
lowable ro the Oeconomical, bur not to the Eternal State; God ts the 
only Enjoyable in that State to himſelf, and to his Saints ; and He 
Enjoys his Saints only in the Communication of Himſelfto T heny: 
No leſs than This can be underſtood by God being All in All, He 
muſt be The Alone to be Enjoyed ; and He mult be Enjoyed. 


Argum 4. There is but One Place of Scripture that gives Ac- 
count of T hings after the Thouſand Years Kingdom of Chriſt,and that 
is, Revel. 20. It plainly gives Account of the Stare after that Xing- 
dom, becauſe it gives an Account of Things after the Exprration of the: 
Thouſand Years, when Sathan is Loofed. And: the Thouſand Years are 
ſaid to be the Keign of Chrift with his Saints. So it muſt b2 the Thou-- 
ſand Years Kingdom of Chriſt. Now the utmoſt End of thar State is a. 
Great White Throze, and One ſate upon it; from whoſe Face Heaven 
and Earth fled away, and there was not Place Found for them. 


Now from hence ſeveral Arguments Artle; Afſuting Us, There 
are no Heaven and Earth, except the Heaven of Divine Preſence, after - 
the utmoſt Exd of All, | 


x. T here appears an Emblemaizcal IntroduQtion to the Utter Blan- 
ching and Annihilation of All Being, but God and his Saints, on: 
-= fide, and tne Lake of the Second Death, with its Death, on- the 0- 
tHCHC; PRE ia os EE 
2, Becauſe the Lake receives All the Dead, with Death it ſelf, we 
are Aſſured, it isthat very End, when the Kingdom is deliver d up, 
and the Son becomes Sabjett, All being ſubdued to him; For here the 
laſt Enemy, Death, zs ſubdued ; at} then is the End, 


3. When 
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3. When this Heaven and Earth F/ed 'ayay, There was no Place 
found for them , When any one dies, it.is ſaid, Their place knows them 
no more; Their place remains, but it knows them no more ; An- 
other- comes in their place 3 Or, as it is ſaid-in Job, Out of their 
Earth another grows, © So when the Heaven and Earth, that now are,are 
burnt up, another Heaven and Earth ſhall come in their room $ Bur 
when this Heaven and Earth Fly away, there is no place for them, 
not fo much as place where they — and ſo not where any 
other may come. Fi 

4. T he Heaven and Earth that now aregare Treaſur'd up for fire and 
are to be for the perdition of ungodly Men; and ſo in other Scrip- 
cures. But theſe fly from the ſole Preſence of him that fits on the 
white Throne. T hcſe Two Deſcriptions are very differing. 

Bur if All Theſe Thingscould be Accommodated,and it be ſaid, 
Thele are New Heavens, and a New Earth thar ſucceed, c. 21. thoſe 


which /ly away, c. 20, I further Argue t 


Argum. 4. The Heavens and Earth that fly away, c. 20, are no 0- 
ther, nor can be any other than the very New Heavens, and New 
Earth that John ſaw,c. 21. And though to draw a Veil on Prophecy, 
T hey are ſer, as it were, in aSucceſhon to the Heaven and Earth that 
Fled away. yet there are {eyeral Great and Undeniable Argu- 
ments, That the Flying away, of the Heaven and Earth (poken of, 
c. 31. muſt be after the New Feruſslem State, and therefore muſt be 
of the New Heavens attd New Earth, that were created New, to- 
gether with the New Jer 

For the New Heaven and Earth Jobn ſaw, are ſo cloſe Tied with 
the New Jeruſalem, asnot to be ſeparated: For after the mention of 
chem it is immediately ſubjoyn'd, 1 Fobn ſaw the New Jeruſalem, that 
made her ſelf Ready, as a Bride Aderned for her Husband, cap. 19, 
Come down,  cap.21. And again, after the ſeeing both the New Hea- 
ens and the New Jeruſalem; He that ſate on the Throne, ſaid, Behold, 
I create all New. So there is a Locking in the New Heaven, and the 
New Earth, even on purpoſe with the New Zerufalem, that they may 
not be Divided. | | | mga 

But the Flying away of Heaven and Earth from him that ſate on the 
white Throne, muſt needs be after the New Jeruſalem , For it is after 
the Holy City, and the Beloved City; which was no other than the 
Bride, the New Feruſalem, that was therefore Beloved, becauſe the 
Bride ; and therefore Holy, becauſe Arrayed in Linen Hite and Clean, 


which is the Righteouſneſs of the Saints, 
Now 
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Now this New Jeruſalem, muſt be together with the Thouſaud 
Tears alſo; for at the end of the Thoufend Tears, Satan was Let 
Looje, to make the Atternpt on the Holy, and Beloved Gity, by deceiw- 
ing the Nations into that Attempt: Now Satans being Jet Looſe is ex- 
prefly ſaid to be, when the Thouſand Tears were expired ; ſo the City 
muſt needs be during the Thouſand Tears in Peace and Safery, and 
Attempted at the end of the Thouſand Years, when Fire Eomming 
down to defiroy the Enemies, and Satan not being Sealed up only, but 
caft into the Lake after this Attempt, imamediaicly Following the 
White Throne, and Heaven and Earth, flying from the Face of Him 
that Sat upon it, So then the Heaven and Earth that Fled away muſt 
be the New-Heaven and Earth, that were together in the Holy City ; 
during the Thouſand Tears. And yet hath not this Kingdom End, 
when the Thouſand Years End, becauſe Chriſt delivers up the Saints 
into the Enjoyment of God, the Principal Part of this Kingdom ; but 
yet much more ſtrictly, and properly, the Kingdom is delivered up, 
Becauſe what was more Immediarely mannaged by Chriſt in the 
Humane Nature, in a Viſible and Conſpicuous Glory is now man- 
naged by the Divine Nature, conveying his Love by the Erernal 
Word, through the Human Nature in Grace to his Saints, and in ' 
Wrath to thoſe in the Lake. For the Kingdom delivered vp, is the 
Power delivered up, and it is explained by the Son being Subjed, 
and by God eyen the Father, therein oppoſed to the Son, being All in 
All; All things elſe Being then Subdned, and the Glory ſhining 
from the Father by the eternal Word, Vibrated by the Eternal 
Spirir, throvgh the human Nature; For {o Aflurces us our Lords 
whole Diſcourſe, John 17. 21. to the End, 

And with this whole State of things, upon cloſe Exatnination, will 
be found to Agree all the Ozconomies of Scripture; and otherwiſe 
none of them will be found to Agree. 

So that if it ſhould be ſaid, why fhould not this Praver be under- 
ſtood of the preſent State ofthe Kingdom, as High as we can attain in 
it, and then of the Abſolute, Perfe&, and Supreme Kingdom, of Eter- 
nity * The Anliwer is very plain: He who is theonly Wite God, 
hath found the Occonomy of this Kingdom of Chrift n<cefſary, both 
asa Mirror of his own Wiſdom and Glory, in Relation to his Crea- 
tion, as Reſtored by the Redemption of Chriſt ; and alſo as a pre- 
paratoin of his Saints, by Chriſt in the Glory, and Holineſs of Hu- 
man Nature, for that Union with himſelf, in the Abſolutely Divine 
Kingdom of _ 

In which that Laſt A@ of Jelus Chriſt, as in our Nature, ſeeking 
not his own Will, nor Glory, but the Glory of the Father ; He does 


not only in,and by himſelf perform , as that Higheſt Atof Obed __ 
an 
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and felt Reſignation ; but he United all his Saints with him in that 
AQ, that howeyer the State of the Kingdom of Chriſt might ſeem 
more propottioned to: the Human Nature, as of Spirits in Bodies, 
Chriſt the Head for his whole Body of Saints the Church, and they in + 
and by him chooſe and are moſt gladly Delivered up into that whole 
State, to have Body as much (as can ſtand with Remaining higheſt 
Spiritualiz'd Bodies; and Diſtin& Beings (ſwallowed up of Ged al 
Spirit, and Created (wallowed up of - Increated , and is that laſt and 
moſt perfect Att of Chriſts Declaring to 41, the Name of the Father 
and wherein He wil declare it ; that the Love, wherewith the Father 
Loved Chrif may be in them, and he in them, Joha 17.uit, Allwhich is 
included in this Prayer tor the Kingdom. 

I have now ſo far, as Ican underſtand, ſetled the Principal delign, 
and find the true eleyation of this Prayer, asthe Prayer of the King- 
dom, and Vindicated it from all objetions, I now come to Adjuſt 
each part of this Prayer hereunto, which conſiſts of a Prefatory 
Addreſs, and a Doxotogical Concluſion, and as they are Generally ac- 
counted, Six, but as 1 account Seven Petitions, an{werable to the 
many Sevens inthe Revelation, leading to the Kingdom of Chriſt. 

And the reaſon, why I account Sever, what others account but 1ix, 
is, thoſe T wo; Lead us. not into Temptation, But deliver us from Evil, 
very naturally fall into Two Petitions, and expreſs Two diſtinct very 
High things; though Both fall into one State; and cannot but do ſo, 
even that State of this Kingdom of Chrift ; And the but is a but of Dif- 
cretion, and Diſtinion of things, And yet becauic thoſe Two di- 
ſtin& things can neither of them be, bur United in time, and in thar 
Bleſſed State, wherein either ot them ſhall.be, .They are ſo conjoyn- 
cd ; and the but does-not only Dilcern, but Tye them together: 


I come therefore to the Prefatory Addreſs, which conliſts of Two 
things; The Compellation uſed to God, Father, and our Father ; 
A Compellation Importing Tranſcendent Greatneſs, and Goodneſs ;, and 
the further Magnification of him by his Reſidence, which is Heaven, 
who are in Heaven : | | 

Preface, Our Father}, 1 deny not any of the Senſcs, Holy Mer, 
of God: have given of this Appellation, but exalt ic. to its Heighth ; 
che Heighth is, when God gives the Inheritance; then he ap- 
pears in full Paternity and Fatherhood ; and this is at the Reſurrefion, 
the Redemption of our Bodies; For as he is the God, ſo he is the Father, 
not of the Dead, but of the Living; and at this"T ime, as he is noc 
Aſhaned to be called the God, ſo he will not be 4ſhamed to be called 
the Father of his Servants ; For then He will bring the Inberitance and 


the Adoption together, and ſhew, how One is Provided for the Other. 
| And 


as the Prayer of the Kingdom. 31 


And this muſt needs be ſo; There muſt be ſuch an Adoption by, 
and in the Reſarre#jon, and ſuch an Inheritance : For, as opr Lord 
ſays, They All Live to Him, whoſe God He is : He cannot elſe be their 
God. So then that they may Live to Him, and He be their God, 
They muſt Live ; elſe how can They Live to Him, and he be their God 
and their Father ? | 

Now lſeceing God is the God of all his Servants, not only as Spirits, 
but as Spirits in Bodies : They muſt therefore All Live to Him, as Spi- 
rits in Bodies ; and it for ſome Time They are Spirits out of Bodies, 
and thoſe Spirits are Pledges of the Future State ot Life; yet it can be 
bur for a Time, though it may be to the Servants of God, who liv'd 
tar off from that Reſurre# ion, a verylong time, according to our Mea- 
ture of Time; yet nothing compard with the Thouſand Years King- 
on of Chrif Delwer'd up into an Eternity of Union with God and the 

ather. 

Seeing then, I fay again, God is the God of his Servants, as Spirits 
in Bodies, and the State oppoſite to it, is call 'd Hades, Death, andthe 
Grave ; or at the higheſt, an Inviſible State, though in his wiſe Diſ- 
pole, for ſo conſiderable a Space, He is fatisfied by his Saints, as Spt- 
rits living to him ; yet there muſt needs bea Reſurre#ion that in Full 
ſenſe his Servants may Live to Him, and He be known to be Their God 
and Father ; For the Children of God are then known to be the Chil- 
dren of God, and He their Father, when they ſhall be and appear 
the Chiidren of the Reſarrefion, 

It is therefore ſaid, at the New Feruſalem, as ihe Jult ume of all 
theſe things fulfilPd ; He that overcometh (hall inherit all things, And 
I will be to him a God, and he ſhall be to me a S0n ;, T hen the Abba Fa- 
ther, that we now cry as Children, ſhall in that Fulneſs of the 
Inheritance, be pronounc'd in Full and Manly Sounds and Accents. 
This muſt bethe Adoption then If the Adoption, it muſt be alſo the 
Reſurrefion, or Redemption of our Bodies, For the Adoption and the 
Redemption ot our Bodies, are by the Apgſt/e made one and the ſame. 
Accordingly the New Feruſalem hath a Reſurrettion, and is an Inhe- 
ritance. 

Bur further, ro make this out, whenever the Adoption or Maniteſt- 
ation of the Children of God ſhall be, there ſhall be a Reſtitution of 
the whole Creation : For the Creation it ſelf ſhall then be Delivered 
into the G/orions Liberty of the Children of God ; When therefore this 
IVorld to come is, it ſhall be put in ſubjeflion to Chriſt alone ; T hen ſhall 
be his Kingdom therefore z For theſe things reciprocate z; Then ſhall 
be the Adoption; and when the Adoption is, This World to come of the 
Reſtitution ſhall be. So the Kingcom of Chriſt, and the Keſtitution, 
muſt nezds be rogether with the Adoption, or the Reſurretton, or the. 
Redemption of our Bodies. et 
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Let xs then lay all cogether ; The Prayer, that our Lord taught, 
Teaches us to jray, Our Father. The Higheſt ſenſe of God being Our 
Father is at the Adoption. or Manifeſtation of the Sons of God in the 
Reſurreftion, or Redemption of our Bodies ; Together with this is the 
Reſtitution of che Creation in the World of the ſecond Adam, that is, 
the World to come, of which God inChriſt is the Father ; even of thar 
New Heaven, and New Eacth, as He is now ftyPd the Father of 
Heayen, and Earth ; Alltheſe ate in the New Fernſalem, and King- 
dom of Chriſt : This Prayer of our Lord comprehendsthe Largeſt, and 
reaches the higheſt tenſe of all things of Prayer. The very Galling 
of God theretore Father, and Our Father, muſt needs reach the ſtate 
of the adoption, or Manifefation of the Kingdom of God, which is the 
State of thc Reſurreftion, or Redemption of our Bodies; which is the 
ſtare of the reſtitution ot all things; which is the ſtate of the 1Yor!4 
tocome ; which is the ſtate of the New Feraſalem, and of the King- 
dom of Jcfas Chriſt ; which Kingdom the New Ferafalem is; and ac- 
cordingly, It hath a Reſurre#ion, and a New Creation appertaining to 
it; which is the R-ftitution of all things; lo that this Prayer muſt 
even from this Prefatory addreſs be the Prayer of the Kingdom. 

Let as now conſider the further Magnification of God by his refi- 
dence in Heaven, that we may obſerve ; whether That have any Ma- 
nuduCtion of our Thoughts towards the Kingdom : Our Father which 
art in Heaven, or in the Heavens; Theſe words are a Magnification 
of God, as by hls ſupreme reſidence in the Heavens, or in the Heaven 
of Heavens. 


Now to pray to him, who Dweleth in the Heavens, that his Name 
may be SanQified, as in Heaven, and on Earth, and his Kingdom come 
44 11 Heaven, and on Earth; and his Will Done, «i in Heaven, and on 
Earth; what is it, bxt to Beſeech him to Bow the Heavens, to Rend the 
Heavens, and to come Down, and to eſtabliſh as in a lower Heaver, a 
parallel ſtate, as in Heaven, and on Earth. It is to ſay to God, as So- 
lomon (aid ; The Heaven of Heavens cannot contain Thee. Come down 
therefore into the lower Heaven, and Earth, and eſtabliſh a ſtate as 
in Heaven, and on Eatth ; And becauſe, This cannot be in 
the preſent Old lower Heaven, and Earth, Therefore to pray 
for ſuch a ſtate, as in Heaven, and on Earto, is to pray for the 
New Heaven, and the New Earth ; or the New Jeruſalem, that ſhall 
Come Down trom Our Lord out of Heaven, And when this is, 
The Heavens that now are, ſhall be Rent indeed,as an Old Garment ; 
and ſhall with the vehemency of that Flame melt, and Come Down ; 
and they ſhall be according to this his Promiſe, New Heavens , 
and a New Earth, wherein righteouſneſs ſhall Dwell ; and - his 
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Name ſhould be Sanfified, his Kingdom come and His will be 
done, as in Heaven and in Barth, | 

And in our Father, not only the Father, but the Eternal Word, 
who is One with the Father, is Prayed unto; So that, in a more 
proper Senſe of the Prayer, we beſcech his Coming down in our 

Nature ; For the Heavens Receive and ſo Contain Him ., but till 
the Times of the Re-En-Livening and Reſtitution of All Things; 
the Re-En-Livening them, 'asby a Reſurrc&ion. and New Vigor 
of the whole Creation. T hen they ſhall no longer Receive or Contain 
Him, bur He ſhall Deſcend, even that Jeſus now Preached, God will 
{end down from the Heavens,that now Receive him, Aft 23.20. &c, 

And thus there is nothing more ſuitable to Scripture, then ro De- 
ſcribe God'in the Heaven; when he is to Manifeſt Himſelf as Com- 
ming down from Heaven, and out of Heaven. Thus God Dwel- 
ling with the Humble and Contrite Heart is prefaced with his 

Dwelling ia the High, and Holy Place, and. Inhabiting Eternity, 
and with the Heaven, being His Throne, and the Earth His Foot- 
Stool; and together with this Deſcription of the Grandieur of God 
in Hea ven, isjoyned the Creation of New Heavens,and a New 


Earth, c.65, c. 66 to ſhew , how Great the Power of Him: that - 


Dwelleth in the Heavens is ; And the Dwelling of God and of 
Chriſt in che Heavens now, is no Barr to His Tabernacle being 
with Men in the Kingdom of Chriſt,bur the In finice Power therein 
Imployed produces itin its own Time t Artthe New Jeruſalem, it is 
Proclaimed therefore out of Heaven,with a Loud voice; The Ta- 
bernacle of God is with Men, and he will Dwell among tkem 3 Not 
they with Him, as in the Heaven of Heavens ; but He with them, 
as In the New Heaven and Earth. The Voiceis from Heaven, 
and the New Zeruſalem comes down from God out of Hea- 
yen. 

T hus we ſee, how fitly the Addreſs to God, as our Father ; and 
as our Father, who is in Heaven ; agree with the Scriptures Re- 
lating tothe Kingdom of Chriſt, 


I Come therefore to the Firſt Peticion,and to Obſervehow agree-. 
able it is tothe Elevationof the Prayre;as it is the Prayer ofthe King-- 
dom. The Words of this Firſt Petition, are theſe great ones; Hol- 
lowed or Santified be thy Name. And it isto be Remarked that they 
ſuſtain the Place of the Firſt Petition of ſo Great aPrayer ; and, 
Theſe Confiſt of Two Parts, viz. the Grand Obje& in the Eye, as. 
I may ſo ſpeak, of the Petition, and that is, the Name of God-; aud 
That which is Prayed, or Defired concerning it ; thar it may te. 
SanRihed ; and further the Form'or Manner of the Peticion 1s great- 
ly-ro:be Conlidered ; Ir is not not declared, how, or by _— 

the 
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the Name is to be Santtified, but abſolutely, that it ſhould be Sand: - 


© © fied, til we come to that Common Modification of theſe 
*X Three Petitions, as in Heaven and upon Earth ; as hath been ſet 
_ Olit, 


Let us then Enquire for the Higheſt Senſes of the Name of God, 
and of the Sandtification of His Name ; for it is certain, 'this Prayer 
taught by Chriſt Reaches thoſe Higheſt Senſes, and thoſe Higheſt 
Senſes muſt Iflue themſelves, when ever the Petztron is Anſwered in- 
to a State, as in Heaven, and upon Earth. And which Laid to- 

ether will Abſolutely evince, and make Good, that no Lower 
- 0-6 than that of the Kingdom of Chri, can be the Anſwer of this 
rayer. 

It we then Firſt Reſearch the Name of God, it can be no other 
in its Higheſt Sence, but his Nature ig its Higheſt Manifeſta- 
tion : For His Name is, 1 am, that Tam , that is, His Being is His 
Name, and His Name is His Being. When God therefore ſays to 
the Iſraelites, he was not known upon their Fathers, by his Name 
Fehouab ; It ſignifies, be was not known unto them by thole Efent:- 
al MamfeRations ot himſelf, he was now about to make hiwſelf known 

_ to themſelves the Children of thoſe Fathers by, becore Egypt and the 
Canaaiites, and in thoſe Glorious Appearances from Heaven, at his 
Giving of the Land, and 'in the Tabernacle of Teſtimony 3 And Gene- 
rally, where cver, there are Extraordinary Appearances of Divine 
Power, and Glory, and Wondrous Works, there his Name is ſaid to be- 
near ;, as many Scriptures do ſhew, W hen God gave Moſes a ſighr 
of his Glory ; be is ſaid to Proclaim his Name, Exod. 33, c. 34. Now- 
there is no Manifeſtation or Divine Diſpenſation whatever, where- 
in the Divine Glory ſo Appear'd as in and by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
in whom bts Name 1s ſaid to be, and who is ſaid to come in his Name, 
and to declare his Name ; So there is no Manifeſtation of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ſo great, as that of his Kingdom, when the Lord ſhall be 
One in all the Earth, and his Name One ;, and that One Names in Chriſt, 
to whom God hath given a Name above every Name, that is Named in 
Heaven or Earth ; And all ſhall confeſs Him to be Lord, to the Glory of 
God the Father : Becauſe the Name of God the Father is Eſſentially in 
him, as he is the Eternal Word, and in him by way of Higheſt Mani- 
nts as be is the Son of Man, or the Eternal Word in Human. 

ature, 

Seeing then, Ic can no way be denied, but that every Word of 
this Prayer is to be underſtood in the Higheſt Sence; The Name of God 
muſt be underſtood in the higheſt Sence, both as 19 the Manifeſta- 
tion of his Eſſential, Eternal, Increated Glory; And Thar is by the Eter- 
nal Word, And as to his Manifeſtation of himſelf in a Created Gory, 

| and. 
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and *irs higheſt Elevation ; That is in the Glory of the on 
Begotten Son of God, beheld in the heighth of h:s Glory, and of hts 
Kingdom : And thus we ſee in Regard of the Name of God, this 
Prayer muſt be the Prayer of the Kingdom, 

Let us now Confider the Thing that is Deſired touching: 
this Name of God ; And that is, That tt may be Sanfified, and Abſo- 
lutely Sanfified. Sandified be thy Name, ſo expreſſed, as to ſignifie 
an Abſolute Sandification. | © | | 

That we may then underſtand the Sandifying of Gods Name , He- 
lineſs it ſelf is to be ſought out in the true Notion of it ; now He- 
lineſs is that ſo Supream Attribute of God, that the Seraphims Reſt not 
Day and. Night, ſaying, - Holy, Holy, Holy; is the Lord of Hoſts, The ful-- 
K4- of the Earth is his Glory. That is, it properly is ſo, and 
ought to be. ſo. So this is ſaid. by. way of higheſt Exaltari- 
on in the Song of Moſes, the. Servant of God  ; Glorious in Holy: 


neſs. | 

Now the Efſential Nction God gives us of Holineſs in his Word. 
IS ; Separatzon to God is Holineſs to Fehovah. I he Contrary to this Holi- 
neſs is Commonneſs to other Ulies. The Holineſs of God is then his 
Eccrnal Separation to himſelf in the perfeftion ot his own Being, © 
and Glory ; the Receiving into Union with which his own Saints, . 
and Servants, Angels, and Men, is their Holineſs and Glory $4 and: 
this he doth by no other than himſelf, by the Eternal Word, in our. 
Nature, and by his _ in and through him, 

If this then be the Notion of the Efſential Holineſs of God ; Sandti« 
fication of God, or of. his Name,can be no other.than the Manifeſtation of - 
God, as thus Infinitely Holy : For there can be no Addition, to the 
Holineſs, ſeeing it is Infinite ; Mcn are therefore ſaid to Santtify God, 
when they declare, and Speak ofy and Treat with God, as [nfinite- 
ly. Holy ; So God is ſaid to Sandify himſelf when He Lays 
CORO on Creatures to See him, and Speak of-him, as fo 
Holy. | 
Now it is Certain none can San&ify God, as himſelf; As his own - 
Purity, Pover, Wiſdom, Truth, Goodneſs is Seen, Acknowledg'd A- 
dored in his Great Works, and Word , So the more Immediate the 
Appearance is, the Greater.is the SandZifcation. The Works of . 
Immediate Power, and Preſence Sandfify God more than - his- General 
Works ; as Moſ-s Sings to him ; Glorious in Holineſs, _ in Praiſes, 
doing Wonders ; When God had Appeared fo Immediately at the 
Red Szat Never was God ſo San@ified as by Jeſus Chriſt-whom to | 
that ſo great End He San@ified, is Sealed, and Sent.into the World, to 
Glorify him by ſhewiag and Serting out his own Holineſs, and declar- 
1ng.his Name... No way therefore can God be.fo Santified. as in : 

| thac 
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chat Kingdom, wherein God, and *the Lamp,” Chrity will have his 
Throne, and his Cn be -with men ; * Chen ſhall God be 
known to be the Holy, Holy, Holy, and. the Fullneſs of the Earth his 
Glory: For when Eſay ſaw this Glory of Chriſt, Thea was this Ac- 
clamation to 'his Holineſs. And as it was theh by Serophs, fo when 
the Kingdomof Chriſt is, tall it be by all his Saints, as in the New 
Heaven, {0 on the New-Earth*;'and his Servants ſhall ſee'bis Face, and 
his Name ſhall be in their Forehgads: Ang ſo They in their Sphere are 
in a perpetual Sanffification of the Name 'of God, 'as with a Plate on 
their Forcheads, infcribed with Holineſs to Jehovah. © © 

- $ceing then, as hath been'glready Argued, and-it can no way be 
denied ; This Prayer Aſcends to the'very Hejghth of Things, that 
are tobe prayedfor, and ro the higheſt Series, the "Words je uſes, cars 
be expounded into ; and that there is fuch-a State and Kin dom, 
wherein the Name of God ſhall be*'rhus Santfifed to the Higheſt by 
Saints, by Chriſt, who is Himſelf, even in ſo immediate a King- 
dom : Certainly This Prayer, as its higheſt Elevation,” muſt he a 
Prayer for the State of that Kingdom, and that San#ificatiou of the 
Name of God. And ſeeing ir muſt be a State, as in a Paralle}liſm, 
and as in Heaven, and upon Earth +, 'as have been Argued from the 
Will of God, Done as in Heaven, and upon Earth; The Glory of God, in 
the Holineſs of bis Name, mult ſhine, as in Heaven, and upon Earth ; 
that is, from the New Heaven upon the New Earth, 


1 come now to the Second Petition, Thy Kingdom come. And whe- 
ther it be taken in the ſtrict Senſe of the Words, or in the Connexi- 
on with the Petitions before and after it, it will be every way cvin- 
ced, That this Prayer muſt be the Prayer of the Kingdom. 

For when we pray, T hat the Kingdom of God may come,what King- 
dom can it be that fhoyld come ? The Kingdom of God's Univerſal 
Power and Dominion cannot be pray'd for, that it - ſhould, becauſe it 
is alwayyit hath been alway,and it cannot bur be for ever: TI he King- ' 
domof the Gofpel it might be, till the Univerſal Preaching of it by the 
Apoſtles, and Firſt Miniſters' of the New -TeHament t ' But then the 
Coming of it was Accompliſhed, except as there ſha]l be a more Full 
and Glorious Coming at the more Univerſal Preaching of it, as this 
Prayer traſt rieeds import 't' Or elſe to pray,” That the Kingdom may . 
come, as it is the "Kingdom of the Goſpel, muſt'be, as to' pray, thar Meſ-' 
fab night come, who is already come; And That would be a Secrer 
Denial, That Chriſt is come in the Flefh, and that This is the True 
Goſpel, or Grace of God wherein we' ſtand.- If therefore it be the Ang 
dom of the Goſpel, that is (as it is indeed) here to be underſtood ; It 
muſt needs be, T har-as the Meffab is to have an heap geo 
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Kingdom; ſo there ſhall be yer a much more Univerſal and FffedFua! 
preaching of the Goſpel, even the Everlaſting Goſpel, Declaring, and 
Introducing that Kingdom. rr : 

There is, Iacknowledge, yet remaining, a Kingdom of Glory in 
Eternity, introduc'd by the Day of Zudgment, according to the Ge- 
neral Notions.thar. might be intended in this Prayer. And though 
this Kingdom could not properly be faid to come, in regard of Place, 
ſeeing it isto be in the Higheſt Heaven, where it alrcady is; yet that 
the Time of ir might come, might be prayed ; and that in the mean 
Time, the ill of God, might'in, Degree, and in Sincericy be Done 
on Earth, as'in Heaven. Bat becauſe, as hath been already, and ſhall 
ſill be Argued $3 There is a Glorious Kingdom before that, and: thac 
ſtands in a Parallel, berwixt the New Heaven and the New Earth ; 
and that prepares for, aad Ifſues into that Greateſt Kingdom of Eter- 
nity, and 1s indecd One wich it in all Subſtantials ; It muſt needs be 
molt Dire&ly in the Eye of this Prayer, which reaches the higheſt 
ſ:nfe, that the Word can poſſibly be ſuppofcd to contain. 

Seeing then the Goſpel in the Univerſal preaching ; in that It is to 
bring forth the Great, and moſt Illaſtrious Kingdom of God ; and of 
Chriſt, is call'd the Kingdom of God ; and that Or Lord continually 
call'd ir ſo in that Time of his Miniſtry, wherein he gave this Pray: 
er; and wherein He Teaches to pray, Thy Kingdoin come ; This King- 
dom mu't needs be underſtod to be the Higheſt State of the Goſpel, 
moſt Uaiverſally and moſt Efficaciouſly preach'd fo, that it ſhall indeed 
moſt confpicuouſly and illuſtriouſly bring forth that Kingdom in its 
Glory. And that 1s the Kingdom here prayed for ; And it is a King- 
407 that ſhall never end, and therefore 13 One Kingdom with the Eter- 
nal Kinz4om of G54, into which it is Delwvered up. | 


From'All which it follows, The Preaching of the Goſpel is notthat 
Kingdom in the meer Adminiſtration, or Preaching of it, bur as it is 
to produce the Kingdom of God, and of Chriſt in its Glory, For 
Chriſt Left the Goſpel in preaching, when He wznt into a Far Countrey, 
to Receive a Kingdom, and to Return with it, when that Goſpel ſhould 
have its fall Effe&; and he ſhews, Thar though the Preaching of the 
Goſpel did immediately Appear, yet the Kingdom did not immedautely 
Appear , there was a Dawn of ic in that Preachinz, which is there- 
fore in a General Way, call'd, the Kingdom of God. But it was not 
co bring forth the Kingdom, till a Secoad, more Uniyerſal and 
Effetuai Publication, Luks 19, compar'd with Revel, 14. 


And thus far l have Argued upon a ſimple Conſideration of the 
Words in Themſelves : But if "= look upon them, as inyolv'd 
with 
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with the Forcgoing and Following Petitions, the Enforcement is 
mich fttoriger ; Fot the Connexion may be :T hree manner of 
ways underſtood ; and in:which ſoeyer.of thoſe ways it be under- 
ſtood, the Argutaent will beyery forcible. | | 


x. Let theſe Three Petitions ſtand equally as Petitidns; And if ic 
be a Rule of Prayer, for the Enlargement of the Glory of God, that 
His Glory ſhould be the Fullneſs of the Earth, or as in Heaven and upon 
Earth: "Then there isthe Force ofa Petition Taught by, Chriſt 1n- 
fallibly, according to Faith, according ts. Promiſe, according to the 
Will of God, and under the Mediation 7 Chrift; and therefore That 
rmvſt be 'Anlwer'd ; For there is the ſame Rule of. Proportion, that if 
we ouphit to deſire, the WP of God may be done, and His Name ſandti- 
fied, as in Heaven and upon Earth, we ought allo to Pray, His King- 
dom may tome, as in Heaven, and upon Earth. NEL OGY ST 

2, Take the Peticions in Connexion ;, And if that Petition, .Thy 
Will be dorie as in Heaven and on Farth, be Heard \.it,cannor be other- 
wiſe, the Kingdom of God muſt be, as in Heaven 'and on Farth,' For his 
Will done is his Kingdom ; and ſo proportionably; His Name mud? be 
ſanfified t When one is, the other cannot but be Ifany one isnor, 
the othet cannot, cither of Ther be. 

3. Thdeed, the Kingdom placed ih the middle, is as the Great In- 
ſtrarnent by which the other, Two are effefted, the Center about 
which they turn ; That his Nine may be Jandified, and his Will done, 
23 ith Heaven and on Earth, His Kingdom muit come, as in Heaven and 
on Earth, | 

For what Reaſon can be given ſeeing it is lo highly pleaſing and 
acceptable to God, and ſo due from all his Creatures ; if it be bur in 
the Name of the thing poſſible : that his Name. ſhould be ſan@ified, 
and his WVill done, as in Heaven, and on Earth; that it ſhould not in fo 
long 4 Time, cither before, or eſpecially ſince this Prayer taught Ly 
our Lord, have come to paſs ; but that in his wiſe Diſpoſe and De- 
cermination, the T ime of his Glorious and Illuſtrious Kingdom, as 
in Tang and on Earth, was not yet corne. 

When therefore the My#ery of God ſhall be fniſf/d in the Days of the 
Sextnth Angel, and He ſhall Sound , it. ſhall be proclaim'd, that the 
Kiz2domhs bf this World are become the Kingdoms of the Lord, and of his 
Chrift ; That he hath taken to him his Great Power, and Reigns, when 
there ſhall be'the PYoice of many Faters, and of mighty Thunderings , ſay= 
ing, The Lord God Omnipotent Reigns ; Thenſhall be the Kingdom and 
Appearing of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; And it ſhall be a Kingdom, as in 
Heaven atid on Earth, a Kingd5in of God, and o the Lamb, Revel. 19. - 


I come 
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I come therefore to the Third Petition, Thy Will be done as in 
Heaven, and upon Earth; For ſo are the words exattly Tranſlated: 
And it feemsnot unworthy Notice, That when in the Addreſs to 
God, we ſay Our Father which art in Heaven; The Word in the Greek 
is in the Plura] Number, who art in the Heavens, But when we pray, 
Thy Will be done, asin Heaven, and on Earth; the word Heaven is in 
the ſingular Number, and ſo in the Revelation, c. 21. a ſingle New 
Heaven 7obn ſaw. | 

Now theſe words are generally underftood, as if they had beer 
thus Form'd ; Thy will be done on Earth, according to the Exemplar of 
its being done in Heaven ; but in both Matthew and Lake they are 
fram'd by way of paratel, Let thy Will be done, as in Heaven and ufon 
Earth. So that in ſtrieſt holding to the words, the Prayer is for a 
parallel State, as in Heaven and upon Earth. I dare not deny, but it 
there were not Another. Admirable Senſe given us by Scripture 
concetning them, That Senſe of the Exemplarity of the Will of God 
being done on Earth as in Heaven, were very clear and good ; But 
when this Contexture is ſuch, as to Fayour Another Senfe moſt, 
2x. of the Parallelliſm; and that Scripture offers ſuch a Paralleliſm to 
us, Undoubtedly the Parallelliſm is rather to be choſen. 

W hen therefore, as | have already Argued, this Prayer is fo 
Founded, that t':is Perztion ſhall certainly be Anſwered in; And 
that it miiſt be Anſwered in a State on ſome Earth, and that ir can- 
not be otherwiſe Anſwered ; and that there is fo great Continu- 


ance of a Paralleliſm, as in Heaven and upon Earth ; we have nothing 


more neceſſary now to do, than to ſearch Scripture for the full ſer- 
tli:g of this Varal/elliſm, 


By Three Gradations therefore we may take this Parallel- 
liſm, 


Earth in ſuch a Parallel ; Che Apoſtle Peter ſays, Ve, according to his 
promiſe, look for New Heavens, and a New Earth, wherein dwelleth Righte- 
ouſneſs; where the Parallel lies in the Heaven and Earth expreſly nam'd; 
in both being New, and Right couſnefs dwelling in both, Ep. 2. c. 3. 13. 
Again, the Apoſtle, Epheſ. 1. 10. ſpeaking of that very Time of 
the Kingdom of Chriſt in its Glorious Appearance, when he ſhall appear 
the Second Tim?, withont Sin, unto Salvation ; He calls it the, Oeconomy, 
the Fulineſs of Time. Now at this Time, faith the Apoſtle, God would 
Recolle& All, as into Oye Head in Chriſt, even in Chrift , All things in 
Heaven and Earth, Here are All things in Heaven and Earth. Here 
are 74 Thinzs in Heaven and in Earth in 2 parallel in Chrift, even in 
Chrif, = wm | | 
| ? 


£1} 


Ns Ts 
by 


1. By conſidering thoſe Scriptures that Repreſent Heaven and- 
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In a Scripture of a very like Conſtitution with this, Col. I. 20. the 

Apofle ſpeaks of God Keconciling All Things in Heaven and on Earth 
by him, even by him, Here again are All Things in Heaven and Earth 
ina parallel ; ReconciPd by him to God, even by him: As if the Apoſtle 
in both places had ſaid, Take notice, I ſay ic Twice over, 1n him, 
In him; By him, By him, are All Things in feaven and Earth, Gathered 
under one Head, and ReconaPd. 
.. Laſtly,ln a Pſalm Prophetick of the Laſt Turning the Captivity of the 
people of God, as in a paralleliſm berwixt Heaven and Earth, ic 1s ſaid, 
Truth ſhall ſpring out of the Earth, and Righteouſneſs ſhall Look down from 
Heaven, Plal. 85. 11. wÞ 

How now can Things be more fix'd and ſettled for the Doing the 
V/tll of God, as in Heaven, and on Earth, than that there ſhould be a 
New Heaven and a New Earth, wherein Righteouſneſs ſhall dwell ; 
T hat All Things in Heaven and Earth ſhould be Reconcal'd by Chriſt to 
God ; and that Truth ſhould ſpring ot of the Earth, and Righteouſneſs 
look down-from Heaven ? When things are thus, it cannor be other- 
wiſe then, but that, what hath neyer yet been in this Old Earth, 
but in Chriſt Alone, fhould be, iz. Thar the Hil of God ſhould be 
done as in Heaven, and upon Earth, 

2. The Scripture gives Account of the D:a1 in Chriſt, or of Thoſe 
who Sleep by Zeſus, that God will bring them with him , and as fignify- 
ing, They ſhall be with Chriſt in the Azr, viz. of che New Heaven : 
The Living Saints ſhall after the 1005 Nears Kingdom of Chriſt be 
caught upto that moſt General Aſſembly, and Church of the Fir$# Born, 
All Saints together meeting Chriſt, when he Delivers up the Kingdom: 
So then during the 1009 Nears Kingdom, there ſhall be Saints with 
Chriſt in Bodies incorruptible, that cannot diz, being the Children of God, 
and of the Reſurrection ; and Saints in Paradifac Bodies, chang'd ; So as 
that They ſhall not dye; One in the New Heaven, the Other on the 
New Earth : Now as by the One the Will of God ſhall be done in 
Heaven; by the other, as in a parallel, upon Earth , As in. Heaven, and 
upon Earth, | 

3. As in the New Heaven, there ſhall be a Reſtitution of the Cre- 
ation, thatthe Heavens ſhall be Clean, and the Stars Pure 3 andthe 
Higheſt Order, and Beauty in All; and no Enmity or Smiting 
from thence upon Any Thing on Earth; and all thoſe Hoſts and 
Powers of the Air, Spiritual Wickedneſſesin Heavenly Places, Diſlodg- 
ed, and ſeald up in their Abyſs, making Room for better Inhabi- 
rants ; So the Earth ſhall be ſo fruitful of All that is Excellent, that 
inſtead of the Briars and Thorns, ſhall come up the Fir Tree and the 
Myrtle Tree ; And they ſhall be to the Lord aSign, and a Memorial, that 
thall not be cat off. And at the ſame Timegthe mutual mr.” the 

rea- 
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Creatures, moſt contrary to the Gracious Defignment of the Creas 
zor ſhall be utterly Extinguiſhed, and a wondertul Reconciliation a- 
mong * hem ; So that the Lyon, and the Lanib ſhall tye down together; 
There ſhall be an Tniverſa! Tameneſs, and Quiet, There ſhall be no 
Huring nor Deſtroying in all the Holy Mountain of the Lord ;, For Know- 
ledg (hail cover the Earth, as the Water does the Sea ; A State which 
we All know, hath never been yet; But ro Reconcile Event and Pro- 
precy together, Men hath been forced to Evaporate and Attenuate 
. Prophecy into Allegory. | 

Now according to this our Saviour Compoſes this Prayer ; And 
Holineſs to the Lord, the moſt Comprehenſive Fxpreſſion of the Will of 
God 1s moſt Specific to theſe Two States ; For as above, All is moſt 
Pure, Clear, and Undefiled ; So below, Holinejs tothe Lord is on the 
Equippings of the Horſes, upon the Bowls, and Pots in the Lords Houſe, 
IW hich ſhall be as Bowls before the Altar, as of a Holineſs, that is of 
nearer Approach to God : And all the Pots and Fowls in Feruſalem 
ſhall be Holineſs to the Lord, which in Prophetic Language is the very 
lame with Thy Will be done as in Heaven, and upon 7 gi. 6 when All 
the Saints are Prieſts of God, and of Chriſt, and Reign a 1000 
Years, Zech. I4, 20, 

A!l which comes Home to all that has been ſaid ; That This 
Prayer, and the Expoſition of itart the true Height is, as of the 
Prayer of the Kingdom ; And we pray that the Will of God may be 
done; thar is, that there may be Holineſs to the Lord, as in Hea- 
ven, and cn Earthyin that State of Chriſt's Kingdom ; the New Hea- 
ven, or the Jeruſalem Aboye, and the New Eatth, or the Jeruſa- 


lem Below. 


I go forward now to the Fourth Petition. Give us this day, our dai(y 
B-ead. And it may ſeem, This Petition can no way coufiſt with that 
high ſenſe of this Prayer, that hath been undertaken to be given of 
it , But ar leaſt here the Prayer muſt Flar into a Prayer ſuited only to 
the preſent State, For what, may we ſay, can be plainer, that no 
higher is Intended, than the preſent State? When we pray, that 
this Bread may be given us To Day, or This Day ; That it may be 
given according tothe Day. And when it is called our Bread, and 
hereunto is to be Accommodated the word, we Tranſlate Daily ; All 
T his laid together, makes it ſeem impoſlible tro extend the Sence of 
this Bread beyond the neceſſary Bread of this preſent Life, with any 
Agrceableneſs to the Words of the Petition, 


Buc againſt all chis I ſhall Levy theſe Four Arguments, that therc 


is a much Higher Intention, than the preſent Bread of Natural Lif-, 
M Couched 


Mat. 6. 


John G, 
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Couches under this Petition, But I Firſt premiſe I do by no means 
deny, bur moſt Fully, and Freely Acknowledge ; There is a Plain 
and Manifeſt Intention of Supplicating God, im this Petition, for the 
preſent neceflities of Life; that they may be Supplied to us accord- 
ingtothe Food, that is conyenient for us; and in order to our ſup- 
port for the ſeeking the Eternal Kingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the Bread that endures to Everlaſting Lite ; This our Father 
knows that we have need of ; $0 that I do not in the leaſt Impeach 
any part of thoſe excellent, and profitable Diſcourſes, that have been 
made upon this Petition, in Relation to our dependency upon Proyi- 
dence for the neccflaries of Life ; or that Moderation, and Content- 
ment, in what is naQgſfary for the day,without taking care for tomor- 
row ; Which our Lord Annexcd to this yery Petitions afcer this ye- 
ry Prayer there given. 

Bur upon all this, ir muſt be confidered, and underſtood ; that as 
our Lord in declaring himſelf the Bread of Life, and the Bread from 
Heaven, ſerved himfelf of the general Notion we have of Bread, 
and of the Ulſcfulneſs of it to Lite to couycy into our thoughts, ana 
to Raiſe our Hearts to that much more excellent Bread ; So under 
the Petition of .cur daily Bread, he did intend to lift up our Hearts in 
Prayer for a wuch Higher Thing ; and as in that D:ſcourſe of the 
Bread of Lite, he did not pull down ovr value, and eſtcem of Na- 
tural Bread but allowed it; So in the Petition for a much higher 
Bread, he did not Ditanul Prayer for the Bread of the Day, bur 
made it the Vehicle of a much Higher Supplication. And thote 
very Words our Bread, and to Day, and what is according to the 
Day, which ſeem moſt to ſtay our Thoughts in the Bread of Na- 
ture, are alſo moſt Appoſite Conveyances of our Lords great Pur- 
pole. 


 Argum.1.Our Lord,entertains aLarge,and great Diſcourſe concer r- 
ing himſelf, as the Bread of Life ; concerning the Bread, that came 
down from Heaven ; and that endures to everlaſting Life ; concern- 
ing Eating his Fleſh, and Drinking his BlooJ1; And that elſz: we 
bave no Lite in us,but that whoſoever ſo Eateth, and Drinketh dwel- 
lth in Chrif, and Chriſt in him, and as the living Father hath ferie 
him, and he Lives by the Father ; So he that ſo Eateth and Drinketh 
ſhall Live by him,and he will raiſe him up at the laſt day; Our Lord 
dec}ares anEating and Drinking at bis Table in his Kingdom ; he hath 
by his Servant John ſet out the Lite of that Kingdom (uſtain'd by a 
Tree of Life, and by a River clear, as chriſtial, lowing with the Wa- 
ter of Life; he hath appointed that great Ordinance of the Lords 
Supper, till he comes, as a Symbol of that Bread, and Water ofLife 

in 
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in his Kingdom, Can it then be, that in ſo great an Inſticution of 
Prayer, comprehenſive (as I have (aid) of all the Goſpel, and word of 
the Kingdom, fo far as it can fall into Prayer. Thar a Petition for 
Bread ſhould miſs that Supream Bread of the Kingdom, ſo much Dil. 

courfed in his Word, So promiſed in his Kingdom, ſo Repreſented in 

the Supper of his Kingdom> We may be aſſured, ir cannot be; 
And that therefure this Bread mult be of a higher Importance than 

Natural Bread, 


Argume 2, Eſpecially Our Lord ſeis a ſevere Brand in the Ex- 
poliyon, or Diſcourſe after, as upon the Heads of this Prayer ; up- 
on too carneſt Care, and ſeeking, (viz. by Prayer, as one way ;) 
What we ſhall Eat, and Drink, &c. and Recommends to our Princi- 
pal Deſires, and Prayers, the Kingdom of Ged, and the Righteout- 
neſs of it, as what ſhould be in our Eye; And aſſures us that our Fa- 
ther knoweth the need we have of other Things, and will give them 
in Courſe, as a Surpluſage to thoſe great thizzgs z Nor that we are 
Forbidden to Pray for them at all, but that they ſhould be the low- 
eſt of our Prayers; And therefore they cannot be the Principal of 
ſuch a Perition, as This is ; Our Lord allo ſeverely Reproves thoſe 
ſought him, becauſe they Eat even of his Miraculous Loaves, and 
were Filled; and direfts them betterzthan ro Labour for the Meat that 
Periſheth, ſerting before them, as was ſaid, that which endureth ro 
Erernal Life. 

How then can it be, that this Bread, that periſheth ſhonld take up 
One, though it be but One Petition in this Prayer, and it not 
haye a Higher Sence, and Meaning, in a Higher Spiric- 
ed Bread, then our daily Natural Bread > Certainly it cannor 
Be, 


Argum. 3. Our Lord made choice of fuch a Word. inthe Lan- 
omge ; wherein he gave this Prayer, vis. that which Two Inſpired 
Writers Uniformly give ioiso/05, which moſt nearly, nextly, and 
naturally ſignifizs, Super-Eſential, or Super-Subſtantial , and it Poſes 
and eyen Crucifies Learned Mer, when they cannot Acquieſc in that 
Sence, © The very enquiry therefore after the Sence of a Word no 
where elſe uſed , and the ſo Ready Offer of Saper-eſentiality, 
Super-ſubſtantiality muſt needs perſwade usz Our Lord intended the 
Bread that came down from Heayen, eſpecially by his Saper-eſential 


Bread. 


Argum. 4. Thoſe Expreſſions, our Bread, Bread for to Day, or 


that isaccording tothe Day ; and daily or fucceſliye Bread, from day 
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44 An Expoſition of the Lord's Prayer, 
ro Day, as ſome underſtand that Word ins 105, altho they carry No- 
tions of great Moderation to all things ia this World, a diligence in 
calling, and Juſtice, in Eating our own Bread 3 yer they Offer us a 
much higher Sence in that Saper-efential Bread, as that which 1s 
- much more truly our ow: Bread ; That better part then much lery- 
ing about the Bread of this World, which ſhall never be taken from 
us, but endures toeverlaſting Life, This is indeed our own Bread, 
And it is indeed Bread of a certain Succeſſion, and Sufficiency, as 
certain, as Duration it ſelf ; 64 uegor Yeſterday and to Day, withour 
a To-morrow, the ſame for Eyer, Bread of every Day,ſufficieat to it, 
and of a certain Succeffion in Fulleſt, Trueſt Sence z W hat they Ig- 
norantly, carnally prayed for ; Lor d evermore give us this bread ; It is 
EN _ given, it is unto Eternal Life ; he that eats of it ſhall never 

te. 
And together with it is given to the Saints, The Living, The Re- 
maining Saints on the New Earth, a Sufficiency of all outward Enjoy: 
ments, according to the Day, without any Labour or Toy], di- 
ſtrating their Enjoyment of God, and in acertain Succeſſion, with- 
out auy care, or ſolicitude, or taking thought for To morrow. 


But how can the State of this World Quietly ſubmit to a Depen- 
dency upon Providence, according to the Prayer z or find the Juſt 
Temper betwixt that Providence for To morrow, we look upon as our 
Duty and the Cate, and immoderate Thoughts for To Morrow, 
our Lord forbids? [his Word is too Poor, and Indigent, and the 
Coutſe of things too broken, and diſorderly to Truſt till To zrorrow 
wichour Anxicties; Except we had a better Faith than the very moſt 
of Saints have here; Nor can this bread be called Epiouſious, Super- 
Subjtantial, or Eſentia/, or ſo much, as in a kindly Natural Courſe of 
Succeſſion, without ſomething Parallel ro the ſweat of the brow ; Or ſo 
much as Ours ; Since beſides all other Reaſons, that may be given, 
which make it coo apt. to be the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, it 1s very 
ofren, that while it is our Month, the body, for which it 1s, and it Pe- 
riſh together. So that this Petition in its juf elevation of ſence can ne- 
ver be anſwered, but in the Kingdom of Chriſt, which aſſures us; it 
is the Prayer of the Kingdom, Altho it is indeed our Duty, and it 
2ught to be our conſtant Prayer, to come as near as we can to the ſtate 


herein imported. 


But we are too wch Gentiles in this Regard, not only caring 
Inordinately, bat lnordinately Enjoying the Word , more than 
can confiſt with the delay of the Kingdon of Chrift, and His Patience 


for it; And asir were to ſhew we are yet in the Gentiles Times, our 
yery 
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Very Word to expreſs Splendor of Condition, and Afuence, is taken 
from Then, even-thar Word we Rate our ſelyesſo much by: Gen © 
nile istaken from the Gentiles. By which 1 intend not to diminiſh a- 
ny thing from True Honour, Warth or Accompliſhmear, Diitin- 
tion of Families, or Perſons ; bur make a Full Allowance of He- 
our, and Reverence, to whomſvever due. But I cannot but obſerve 
how Ominous a Word we uſe to expreſs theſe 'Things, G 
Bit roſum up All concerning this Petition 2 Seeing the Wotd wc. 
tranſlate Daily ; hath not fo much asan Air, Sound, or Breath of 
Daily in it; and that the faireſt Senſe is Super- Eſſential, Super-Subſtan- 
ttal, and that Jcſus Chriſt is Alone that Bread, eyen that Living 
Bread, on which Angels and Saints are continually Repaſted; and 
in Regard of which, Manna the Type was call'd Angels Foo, and 
for which They now ſtoop down to the Churches Table ; W hat 
Reaſon is there to underſtand this Petition in its higheſt Elevation, 
to be for the Table of the Kingdom, and the Bread ſo convenient to Im- 
' mortal Beings ? which the 1nnumerable Company of Angels, together 
with the Saints in the: New Jeruſalem, eat of, as of the Tree of Life in 
the Paradiſe of God; and drink of, as of the Ghryſial River Running through 
the Holy City ; even the Fruit of his Redemption, which is indeed in 
the Beginnings of it participated hete below ; but is then as a-Paſs- 
ver fullfþH'd, and that Fruit of the Vine drunk New, in that fo exalted 
Participation of the Great Marriage-Supper. of the Lamb in hzs King- 
dome | | 2 
And of this Enjoyment the Saints below haye their juſt propor- 
tion ſo that they ſhall never die; The Leaves of the Tree of Lfs are 
for the Healing of them, and the Fruit for {ufficieot Food, and They 
drink of the Water of Life freely, Rurming down' from the Aly City, 
and Sanctuary ; So that though they have rrioran Abſolute Incorrup- 
tibulity, till chey are caught up. and put On 1ncorruption and Immorta» 
lity ; Yer their Corruptible, and Mortal, ſhall tiever ſee Death, or Cor- 
ruption 3 And as to all Things of the Preſent State, there is by the 
Divine BenediQion, and no Cutfe entring, ſufficient Food, and Dura» 
ble loathing ;, That 1s, All that 1s.neceflar by.a Spontaneous pro- 
duQion, without their Toyl,' or fo much as Thought for it,, God 
mdes. 4 NET PEN + ; Eat: 6 B, 
FN And thus in this very Petition, Chrift hath. Spanu'd Heazen aud- 
Earth with bis Hand, and made it corfFiponacdt to the. Sandifying 
the Neme of God, atrd doing bis PPittic bis Kingdom being come ;, and to 
let us into the Senſe of ir, hath choſen a Word of an Extraordina- 
ry Key, and that can be no way interpreted to: SatisfaQion, bur: 


chis high Stafe of Saper-Zeutial, Super Subltantial, ©. 
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I proceed now to the Fifth Petition, Forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we 
forgive Them, that treſpaſs againſt us. | 


Now This Petition alſo, as hath been before obſerved, is a Pe- 
zition, that ſhall be heard, as ali the other Petitions of this Prayer, to 
Perfettion, It is moſt True, and undoubted, That it carriesan high 
Obligation to mutual Forgiveneſs, even now among all the Diſc 
ples of Chriſt, and Worſhippers of him, according to this Prayer, he 
hath Taught. Bur T his doth not exclude the higher Predictive 
Senſe, thar is included in the Elevation of this Petitzon ; eſpecially 
becauſe we find ſo low a State of Things, if we meaſure, accord- 
ing to it, whether we conſider the Comfortable Senſe, that the 
Saints of Chriſt have of their Sins being pardoned by God 3 or the 
Degrecs of mutual Pardon, Chriſtians are Able to extend one to- 
wards another in this Preſent State. | 


— Thereare Three Things theretore, that I will propoſe to Diſ- 
courſe upon it. 


I, That this Petition imports a State of the Higheſt and Fulleſt 
Forgiveneſs of the Saints of Chriſt, one towards another ; even ſo 
hi th, that our Lord propoſes it, as the very Standard of the Forgive- 
m4, of God ; not that 1t is1ndeed fo, but contrary-wiſe ; The Forgive- 
neſs of God is certainly. the Original Exemplar of Pardon, and the 
Grand Efficient of ir, as it is in his Saints, One to Another. 

2. This Petition therefore Declares a Forgiveneſs, and Pardon from 
God, to the Higheſt of all our Notions and Sentiments of Pardon, 
that either we can deſire from, or yield one to another ; which is 
one main Reafon of our Saviour's Teaching us the Deſire of For- 
giveneſs from Gud, as we Forgive ; That is, tothe Heighth and Depth, 
to the Breadth and Length of all our Conceptions of Pardor ; and alſo, 
as we learn from Scripture, much above, and beyond what we can know, 
ask or think. 

3. When we compare this Prayer with Scripture, in its whole 
Latitude, which (as I have faid) is the True Expoſition of it; and 
with the Height of Prophetical Scripture, in this Point of Reconaliati- 
on ; we find, It ſhall be of AZ Things in Heaven and Earth, or of the 
Creatures among themſelves, or of the whole Creation, in all the Parts 
of it, one with another. | | 

r.1 _— wich the Firſt, wherein-our Lord appears to have Giy- 
en us as a Key, a private Key, That this is the Prayer of his Kingdom ; 

viz. That he Teaches us to pray, that we may be forgiven, eyen aswe 
| forgive 


as the Prayer of the Kingdom.” 4.5 
Forgive ;, or, as'it is ſaid in Luke, For we alſo forgive. . I do not at all 
doubt, as Ihave already declared on All Accounts, and fo on this, 
but that our Lord did hereby Teach the Great Duty of Mutual For- 
| Nveneſs ; and that the Expoſitory Diſcourſes upon this Petition, are 
of Great 'Weight and Moment, and of mighty preſſing Obligation 
to all ſuch Mutual Forgiveneſs. But I do only endeavour to ſhew, 
They do not reach the Heighth of this Petition; And therefore on, 
Two Grounds [ would diſcourſe this, as the Prayer of the Kingdom 
upon this Petition, 


I, Thatthe very mention of Forgiveneſs one of attother, does im 

ort an high State of our Mutual Forgiveneſs$ For the Petition does 
intend not only a Prayer, that God wovld forgive, as we forgive, but 
alſo a Prayer, that we may forgive, ſoas we defire to be forgiven of God. 
For a Duty ſo much above Flefh and Blood, and alſo fo contrary te 
Fleſb and Blood, how can we preſume upon in our own ſtrength ; 
without Prayer for it, in the very mention of it included $ For elſe 
the Words would be, as if we Vyed with God in the Magnanimi- 
ty of Pardon, and defir'd him to take Pattern by us,and wy us ; 
For we are able to forgive thoſe who are indebted to us. Whereas we 
know, and Scripture ſo makes plain to us $ God zs He to whom none is = 
like, in pardoning Iniquity, Tranſereſſion and Sin. And indeed none can 
Forgive at all, bt God principally and primarily'; becauſe eyery 
Sin azainſt Men, is firſt againſt Him, and a Violation of his Order and Go- 
ernment of the World t And therefore David, when he had ſinned 
ſubordinately againſt the Honour of Vriah's Bed, and againſt his 
Life, yet contefles, 4eainft Thee, Againſt Thee only have 1 ſinned $ Noe 
as many would take it, extolling his Kingly Power and Supremacy, 
but acknow/edging God's Original Right over All Things, and thatSin is 
ſo againſt Him, that he hath a Supreme Right of pardkaing, without 
the Conſent of the offended Creature ; although it be both che Duty of 
the Offending to Ask, and of the offended Creature to Grant that Pardon ; 
And thar is, becauſe both the Offending and the Offended are his. 

Bur-not inſiſting upon our forgiving, as being intended by way of 
Petition, but only as a Condition Þ, and Qualification for Divine Pardon; 
Yet ſecing Gods forgiveneſs of us, we defirc, ſhould be tothe heighth ; 
The:e muſt be a Time, when our forgiving one another ſhall-be ar 
ſuch a Heighth, that it may be the Glory of that State ; that Forgive- 
neſs of one another, and alſo Fergiveneſs from God tous ; may be ata 
heighth, becauſe this Prayer docs in everything imply the higheſt 
Senſes, and rherefore muſt have an Anſwer to a heighth : So on all 
Accounts there muſt be a Time of God's forgiving us, and our forgive- 


neſs of one ancther, ar the heighth; and the Latter mult be Mc - 
a: 1 
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*t may declare ; and diſplay the Glory of the Former ; or elſe. This 

"AP Aors ; not Attain its End. 

2-J Our Forgiveneſs of one Another is now {o. low, that if 
it ſhould be the Mealure in any S$ence of os Forgiving us ; the Beſt, 
ans the molt Charitable wouid wanta. [OTE Pardon, if ſo Mea- 
ured out to .; Hens ;.Lthould defere*io,the Behalf of Thoſe, 'who 
Forgive moſt Cl "They ſhquld: yer be. in a aber Meaſure 
Be B/R M of Gad, ny They Forgive, 

Men have too grear TinCures of the Sence of the I1n- 
jury of —_ againſt them, Remaining upon their Spirits ; and 
clp gecordingtothe Comprehenſive Word, here Choſen by 
ut. Debts; is; Either hat we call iritly. Debts,” of Arg 

, RO, ubſtantial F/rongs ; Who comes up to Porgive,.as They 

Tee ta be. forgiven of God ? That all ſhould be Blotted out and For- 
given, as if it hag never been; And thar it is lo perfeftly Taken 
by Forgiveneſs that tho it be Sought. for, it. cannot. bes Rawnd : And 
ir oaly fo, burthe Offending, and Indebred Perſon Received into 
Np hoy According to the State of Things now, even t0 

e we Account Good Men, this Petition were \rather ah Inpreca- 
tian, tha L Petition, 

If we ſhould endeavour to Qualify the Petition, asIt feems to ſuſ- 

PEER s Forgizeneſs.upon, ours, with. the Sznce ; in our Degree, 

aſd rien  Sinorriey, thonot to PerfeGfion Even as we are Com: 

atul, as God is Merciful ; 1 do Ackaowledg Ir 


= 4» cp Saban as to the Time being, and till that great 


107. of Al i Tenge, even that of Reſtitution,;, Or elſe we were 


moſt Mife 
ous { ng wa . i5a Scare much Higher both of our Parthw from 
Forgivenz (XTOns. Ano cher ; And that.I have fo often A” 
4. ;; That this Prayer, that Teſus, 


Sn yl Ic caanor-burbe yel. 
h Taaghty muſt Reach to. he very Heighth bf Things in 


every. Parriofit; And it is to be. xpounded accotding * the- 
whole Warg-of Ged. Let us therefore og by the Second Parti- 


cp for that much TIgnes State of C| rgivencFa 3nd of the Saints 
an Peep Kg of awther, whereia theſe Thin sſhal] e Convertible, 

d upn one: SH * we Forgive. one anothes 

ef AK Perf, ion, that Gods Forgiveneſs, Referving to ir only the 
Cilfercace berween a Finite, and at» Infinite Forgiver, and Reſerving 
io God'sForgiveneſs alio 105 HORA HESs and alfothe Zficiency of our 
Fargiviae 1and Gods Fo weneſs fray be according to the Forgiveneſs, 
bs ful Borgiveneſs of the Saints, Forgiveneſs one of anither'; Thar 15, 
a. Glory aqd perfeftion of Gods Furgiveneſs hall be ſeen io our Pers 


icQion of Forgiveing one anther, as 10 this -RRTNES and RA + 
f 
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And therefore the Petition is ſo Framed on purpole to Lead us to 
that State of the Kingdom, For that very End the Lower, and 
the Leſſer Thing, the: Copy, and the Refleion is given, as the 
Meaſure of the Higher, and the Greater, and the. Origioal ; For 
It that beſo Glorious as to be made, as it were, the Exemplar, 
and Original, how much more Glorious is that Exemplar and O- 
riginal itſelf > And that the Refletion and Mirror of God's Forgive- 
. neſs, viz. our Forgivneſs of one another is {0 Dark now; It aſſures, there 
| ſhall, and muſt bea Time, that the Ociginal ſhall be more Glori- 
ous in the Manifeſtation ot it {clt, rhat the Mirror and Refle&ion 
may be more Glorious ; And becaule it ſhall bz ſo Glorious, there- 
fore the Manifeſtation of the Original ſhall be more Glorious alſo 
. Firf, All which I will Repreſent in theſe Two Particulars, 


I. The State of the Saints, ſhall be a State of the moſt perfet 
Parity, from all Remaining Stains of Sing in Regard of the Ful- 
vels of Divine Pardon and Forgiveneſs; Then to the Height of all 
Underſtanding Their Sins ſhall be Blotted out, when thele Times 
. of New Life, and Reſtitution ſhall come from the Preſence of the Lord , 
and They ſhall be preſented before the of His Glory without 

Fault, Spat, or IPrinkl: or any ſuch thing ; Their Robes being waſhed 
White in the Blood of the Lamb, and being Artayed in Linen I/hite, 
and Clean, an. i, Cloathed:in Change of Raiment, all which expreſs the 
Righteouſneſs of the Saints $4, T hat State therefore Commenſurate hete- 
unto is inwardly full of all Joy and Peace in Righteouſneſs, and out- 
wardly of all Glory and - Happineſs : when the effeds of Righteouſneſs 
{ball be Peace and Aſſurance for ever. | 

2. That this may bz; There cannot be any thing upon the Breaf?s 
of Saints Remaining, one towards another, that ſhall Recall or 
give any Remembrances of their former Tranſgreſtions, or Mu- 
tual Reſentments, one towards another ; For this muſt need be a 
ſhade and Cloud upon that Glorious and Happy S:ate, altogether 
both Unbeſeeming, and Unſuitableto it. 

For the 1nfinite Riches of Grace in the Pardon of ſin, through the 
Blood and Redemption of Chriſt ſo fully ſet out in Glory Operates, both 
as an Exemplar. to which the Saints are Confermed.in Relation to 
. one another ;. and by way of Sweeteſt Efficient Attempering them 
in Higheſt Love to and Vniou one with another ;z and that Sence 
they. have of the Full, Abſolute Forgiveneſs, Love to, and Union one 
with another,isan InwardPledg and Experiment ofthe Power of For- 
giveneſs in God and of the High Nature of it '; So that the 


. Saints haye Knowledg of Divine hs in themſelyes by their 
own 


"8 I : > 4 9 | 
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own Forgiveneſs, One of Another ; And therefore Chriſt was pleaſed 

ſo to pur it, Forgive us, as we Forgive. | 
' - 3. As a further Luſture of that State; As the'Angels ſhall be Full 
" of Love, and the Amneſty and As of Supream Grace ſhall ' take all 
. our Former ſins out of their Remembrances ;So the very Enmity 
of the Creatures, towards us, and among themſelves, of the Wolf 
and of the Lamb, of the Lyon and of the Kid, of the Child, and 
the Aſp, ſhall be Reconciled ; andthe Antipathies and Offenſrveneſs 
of their Natures and ali Obroxiouſneſs Cancel'd ; And Dyf alone 
ſhall b* the Serpents Meat. For as the God of Peace an1 Order will re- 
concile AN! Things in Heaven, and Earth by Chrit,even by Chriſt to Him- 
felf ,, So will He, Reconcile them All one to another ; Yea the yety 
Elements, and moſt '[nſenfible Creatures, the Hevens ſhail Hear the 
_ Earth, and the Earth all, that is upon it; and the Stones of the Field 
ſhall be in the Covenant, and League of Amity, that ſhall not be Vi- 
olated, Infringed, or'Diffolved ; And all this we Pray for in the 
Higheſt Sence of this Prayer ; which mult needs therefore be, be- 
cauſe theſe are,the Higheſt voy gh of Scripture, concerning this 
© Forgivneſs fo! Univerſal; And therefore they mult be* thin the 
' Prayer, the Great Mediator hath Tought ; And therefore It muſt 
needs be the Prayer of the Kingdom, when there ſhall be no Hurting, 
nor Deſtroying. in all the Holy Mountain of God ; For Knowletg 
f God and of Chrif' ſhall Cover the Earth, as the Waters do the 

ea, | | 


Let us now move on to the Sixth Petition , -Lead us not into Tem- 
tation : And here- again I Premiſe, I Derogate nothing 'from the 
Holy. Wiſe, Serious, and Spiritual Diſcourſes upon - the General 
Sence of the Words, Lead us not into Tempration, Burt ſeing the 

Fundamental Rule] have laid down in the Expounding . this Pray- 

"er is, that it takes in the Whole Sence of Scripture, ſo faras it can 
Fall inte Prayer, and eſpecially the Higheſt S-nce of it z whatever 
we can find tobe the Higheſt Sence of Scripture Concerning Freedom 
from Tempta:ion, maſt needs bz allo the Higheſt Sence of this Pe- 
tron, 

'Nowthe HigheTPreedom:; from Temp!ation, the Scripture declares 
"to us, mult I'c in'the Confjidering the things wherein the Power of 
Temptation an1s, and finding the Door, as'I may fo Sp:ak. ſhur 
' upon them all ; That we cannot Enter in'o Temptation, and ſo not 
be Led into it. . And there are theſe Four things Conſjiring #7 
Temgtation. | ; a Toe 

| 1, There 
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1. There is that, either Weakne(s, Unconfirmedneſs, and Lap- 
ſibility, that was in Adam before bis Fall, or that Inward Luſt in 
Depraved, Corrupted Humane Nature, of which a Man is Drawn a: 
way, and enticed, when He is Tempted. And withoutone of Theſe, 
no Temptation can take, bur as Chriſt ſpeaks, The Prince of this World 
comes, and hath nothing in me, 

2. There is that Pabulum, the Food and Fewel of Temptation, by 
way of Objet ; and that is, Al that zs in the Word, the Lult ofthe 
Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye. and the Pride of Life. T his Stare of the 
World made Subje& to Vanity, and in Bondage to Corruption, is dif- 
' Pogd, and prepared todraw out the Luſt of Mar's Fleh in Senſuality; 
the Luft of the Eye, in coveting the Appearance of Riches, Splendor 
or Glory ; or the inward Pride, and ſwelling of Conceit and Ima- 
gination, that ariſes from any of theſe things, come into our En 
Joy ment and Poſleffion ; wirhout which Humane Temptation would 
be inefteual. 

3. There is the mighty Agent and Efficient of Tempta z0n, the 
Devil, and Sathan, the Old Serpent, the Lyar from the Beginni ng. who 
is therefore call'd The Tempter; without whom the higheſt Notion 
of Temtation would ceaſe; and All Sin would be only that Ebulli- 
tion, or Riſing up of Luſt within, which the Apoſtle Zames, ſpeaking 
More Generally, and Improperly, calls Temptation; And together 
with him, are to be accounted AZMWicked Men, his Seed: And even 
Good Men Atted by him, are called Sathan, as Peter by Chriſt when 
he ſpake; as it were, 'from him. |... | 

: 4: There is the Supreme, -Holy, Righteous - Fudge, Governour and 
- Overruler of Temptation,who cannot be Tempted of Exal, neither Tempt- 
eth he any Man ; Yet, He isſaid to Lead into Temptation, when he 

ermits us to enter into Temptation z And if he Leaves us in it, we 

all, and plunge-down into it $ but when he ſupports us in it, we 
overcome and bear up aloft and above it 3 And this Temptation 
he ſuffered ar firſtupon Man,before Confirmation by the Second Adam 
and then he ſuffered it to Ruſhout in Greateſt Abundance,and Pre- 
valency,upon that Great Diſloyalcy-and Diſobedience of his Sin. T hus 
God either prevents, or over-rules through Infinite Grace in the 
Second Adam, that we either enter not'into. it, or'fa# not in it ; and 
heiat laſt purs-an end'to that-permiſſive Zzading into Temptation. 
---For when-thereſhallbe the higheſt and fulleſt Anfwer of this 
Petition, Lead us not into Temptation 3 there ſhall be ſo high a Con- 
firmation of che Saints in Holineſs, that God and the Lamb ſhall be 
their Light-and Temple,their Tree and'Water of Life that they ſhall 
Hungerand Thitſt after any thing elſe no more;but the Lanbſhall be 
always Leading them to the Green Paſtures and tothe Fountaingof Living 

| | Water. 
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Water. What then can Temptation find in them, which always ari- 
ſes from Luft, or Deſireof ſomething that God hath not Thought 
Good for us? As His Servants therefore we ſerve him, having His 
Na e in our Foreheads Prieſts in the Robes waſhed in his Bled , and l[ee- 
ing his Face abpays ; and nothing that Defiles,and makesa Lye,can en- 
ter. How then can there be any Leading into Temptation ? And as 
this is the State of the New Feruſalem above, ſo is that below, as to all 

Aſcertaining Influences; However, there is, as to the Saints below, 
not an Abſo/ute Incorruption,or Immortality, yet ſogthat whatever doth 
Live, ſhall Live, and they ſhall not Die; For they are Chang'd and Heal'd 
by the Leaves of the Tree of Life, and walk in the Light 4 the Jeruſa- 
lem aboxe, and drink of th? Water of Lifz freely, above Tempration. 

And then the Reſtored Creation ſhall be no more in Bondage to Cor- 
ruption,or to Luſt, under which it hath ſo long TravaiFd and Groar'd, 
as under an intollerable burthen ; for then it being deliver'd into the 

Manifeſtation of the Glorious Liberty of the Children of God, Righteouſ- 
neſs Alone ſhall dwe{in it, and make vſc of it Alone. Ir ſhall yield 
no Metion of Deſire, nor to any ſuch Motion, bur of the Glory of 
God. It ſhall offer nothing, it ſhall receive nothing of the Luſt of the - 
Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye, or the Pride of Life. There ſhall be no more 
* committing Adultery with the Love of this World : "There ſhall be only 
a moſt Holy and Pure Uſe of all the Creatures $ $9 that in this 
Regard alſo, there ſhall be no Leading into Temptation, | 

That Great Negotiator, and Super- Intendent of Temptation, Sathan, 
ſhall be Sezal'd up, and Chain'd, that he fhall deceive the Natipns:no 
more, for a 1920 years;and when they arc expird,he hath the Free: 
dom but of one fruitleſs, unſ:cceſsful Efforty and that bur for a.ſmall 
moment, and he is thrown for ever into the Lake, to Deceive no more for 
ever. And Evil Men are conſumed out of the Earth,who joyn with Sa- 
than in Tempting ; And Sinners are no more, but in ſuch a State of 
Death and Horror, as not to Tempt, but to be only an Abborring of al/ 
Fleſh. And: Good Men being 1n ſuch a State, that they cannor-be 
Tempted of Eval, ſo niether can they Tempt any. PO! 

- Taftly, All this proceeds from the- Infinite Grace of God, and of the 
Lamb, who having their Tabernacle with Men, God ſhall Gather 
his Servants with Everlaſting Loving Kindneſs, ſhall Gather znto One 
Head, and ſhall: Reconcile all- Things to himſelf by Him, even by Ham ; 
and in and by -Him they'ſtand Reconcal'd, and for ever Confirm'd 
in a Reconcil'd State ; ſo that Temptation ſhall no more be permitted 
by Him. Bro holy THIRTY 250000 75 | 

for this I look upon to be the Expoſition of this Great Perition, 
at its higheſt -Elevation. And ſo let us come to the Laſt: Petition, . 


_ 


but del: on all Evel, - + 
ut deliver us from all Ever, This 
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This Petition, Deliver us from Evil, is by the Conjundtion; AMA, #&- 
or But ; a Particle. that joyns as a Conjundtion, and yet diſtinguiſhes 
as a Diſcretive, ſo Lincked with the Former ; Lead us nt into Tempta- J 
tion ; that it hath been Generally looked upon, as bur One Petitions * 
Bur both in Regard of the Relation of the Septenary Numbalf to 
the Kingdom of Chr.ft , And in Regard of the Dit-union of that Dif- « 
cretive Particle I look upon them as Two. And as they are fo joyn- 
ed and diſtinguiſhed, we may be guided by the yery Obleryation 
to the Sence, 

For the General Notionof T-mptatioa looks Tio Ways ; Ir looks 
to the Enticement, and Allurements of Pleaſure, or the things we 
deſire: which the -4poſtle calls Zuft ; And on the ocher ide, lt looks 
ro the Evil of Perſecution, and all kinds of the PFeery Tryal, or 4f- 
flition, or what ever in General of Evil we Fear, and fly from ; 
So the Apoſtle calls manifold Temptations ;, My Brethren, count it all joy, 
when ye fall into divers Temptations. And Bleſſed is the Man, that en» 
dureth Temptation , And God is Faithful, and wil not ſuffer you to be Jam.1.2. 
Tempted above what you are Able to Bear, meaning of Afliction, but r Cor. 
will with the Temptation make you a way of Eſcape. T hus on the Ac- 10, 13, 
count of Evil, and Fear coming upon them, at the Time of His 
Suffering ; Our Lord warns His ApoSles to Watch, and Pray ; T hat they 
may not Fnter into Temptation. 

Now our Lord having taken carc in the Firſt of theſe Two Pettti- 
ons, of what Concerns the Smocther, and more C;.y part of Tempta- 
tion, that we ſhould not. be Led intoit ; In this Latter Perttion He 
takes Care againſt the Rongher, and more Formidable Part, that 
Afﬀrights us. and Scares from that Duty, and Station, wherein we 
ought to ſtand Faſt; that we might avoid ſuch, or ſuch Evils; or 
by Reaſon of which. we are diſpirited, and Faint zn :ar Minds; or 
rhatby any Impreſſion disfits or diſadvanta:;cs, in holding a Cloſe 
Communion with God, or abates the Honour, or Glory of our Ser- 
vice to Him, Becauſe we want what is neceflary, tor the moſt 7/u- 
ſtricus management of ir. For we know, that low State of T hings, 
that abundant of Evil by way of Puniſhmenr, or Afifion, that 
is in the world, however It may be more Acceptable to God to 
Diſcover Sincerity, and. other Graces; Yet it Clouds, and Darkens 
the Splendor of Religion and it is not. rhe States the 9s Wiſe, and 
, Good Creator defigned things at Firſt for ; Not that. They ſhould ſo 
continue though for a Time His Strength way bethus Manifefed - 
in our weakneſs, | - 

So that though, I ſhall not in the Leaſt, Queſtion, but that the 
Petition may Import deliverance.from the Evil of Temptation, while 
we aft inthe Preſent State {Vet cluk che Heighth, and Ekvation of 

PO Or Ode cr. wg | it + 
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it Intends the Deliverance of the Servants of Chriſt,” from all the 
"Diſadvantages upon any Account whatſoever they Receiye, or 

« may Receive fron All, or any of the various Kinds, or Forms of 
Natural Ezils ; of thoſe Exils which we call the Evil of Puniſhment, 

and of Afiiftion in the World ; which are fo from the want of ſuch 

| * a plentiful, and Happy State,that might more Encourage and Raiſe 
of our Spirits, and the Honour ofthe Kingdom: of God in this Yorld ; and 
that upon theſe Two Accounts, : 


I. Becauſe ic cannot agree with the Holineſs, Wiſdom, and Good- 
neſs of God, and the Glory of His own Perfettion, and Happineſs, 
that there ſhould laſt always ſuch a Dark ſhade upon the Great Fa- 
brick of Things ſuch a Diſorder and Confuſion in His Creation and Go- 
vernment of the World, as we now fee; But that All ſhould come 
into a State of Perfe&t Light, Peace, Ordzr, and Happineſs, as 
_ man Himſelf, the only Wiſe, and Happy Potentate 

wells. 

2. Becauſe the Deſcription of the Laſt S:ate of Things is ſuch, 
as does declare ſuch a D2liverance from the whale Power of Evil, viz. 
of Afﬀiiftion or Puniſhment , Both as in the want of Good, and the. 
preſſure of Ei; and this we find both in the Prophets, and morc 
Fully and together in the Revelation ; For Rev. 21. 4. God ſhall wipe 
away all Tears from th: Eyes of His Servants, and there ſhall be no more 
Death, neither Sorrow, nor Crying, neither ſhall there be any more pain ; 
For all the former Things are paſt away. And Chap. 22, 3. There ſhall be 
mo more Curſe ; And there is a City of Gold and Pearl ; and the Glory of 
God and the Lamb are its ſo Supream Lights, that there ſhall. be No 
need of the Sur ; and the Tree of Life with its Twelve Kinds of Fruit. 
are in the Middeſt of it, and the River of the Water of Life, Clear as. 
Chriſtal Run through it 3 and the Throne of God, and. of the Lamb, are 
the never Failing Splen-or of 7t, | 

Now ſeeing there is ſuch a State, as this in the Ford of God, how. 
can we think it Poffible, great a Petition of ſo great aPrayer ſhould. 
leave ic our, that is ſo Admirably prepared to Expreſs it ? as this 
Dzlw2r us from Emil, or from the Ewl, viz, from the Whole Na- 
cure of Emil, of the Emil of Miſery,and of Aflidtion,and that Low, Poor, 
indizent State; wherein we can ſer out nothinz Splendidly for our. 
God, and in our way of Service, and Honour to Him in His Wor- 
ſhip or in Obedience to His Commands, and Conformity ro Him- 
felf ; bur we are Enſnared with Fears, Amazed with Terrors, Dil- 
couraged by Want, kept down with Prefures ; This: is the Ewil in 
this Petition ;Our Lord Teaches us to Pray for Delivzrance from, asthat. 
Black, and Diſmal ani Terrible fide of Temptation, W hich is the Curſe, 
that ſhall be no more in Bis Kingdom, © There. 
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as the Prayer of the Kingdom. 55 
T here now remains only the Conſideration of our Lord's Manner 


of Summing up of this Prayer, which is ſo done, that it Appears 
with a Threefold Aſpe&t, © "R oO 


I. It looks back upon the whole Prayer, by way of Recolleive ., 
Argument, and Enforcement of it in every part, as it is the Prayer *, 
of the Kingdom, — 

2. It particularly indents and entwines it ſelf with the Laſt Peti- 
tzon, Deliver us from Emil, as the moſt ſenſible, to us now, Charafter 
of the Kingdom: 

3. Under the cloſe Conveyance of the Argument, enforcing to 
the hearing of the whole, and every part. po. Petition of this Pray- 
er; it falls into the Great Doxology of the Kingdom ; which however 
It is always due to Gad, yet is in 1ts higheſt Senſe, and Elevation the 
Dozology proper to the: Kingdom, and which argues this Prayer to be 
the Prayer of the Kingdom. | 


. The Argument looking back upon the whole Prayer may be un- 
derſtood theſe Three ways ; 


1. All cheſe Petitions are thus Argued to be well Founded upon” 
greateſt Equity, Truth, and Righteouſneſs, in Two Regards. 


I. Such High Deſires, and Petztions were moſt Abominable and - 
Sacrilegious, it They were not Offered and Addrefſed to Him; 
whole isthe Power, and the Kingdom, and the Glory. For All the 
Things delired in this Prayer, He Alone is worthy to be prayed un- 
to for them, whoſe is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory, 
even for ever and ever. And it were to make a Gol of him, who is 
no God, to offer them by way of Prayer to Any other ; ro Make a 
Falſe God, and to cloath him with the. Majeſty aud Greatneſs that is 
None of His, bur is peculiar to Him, who is God Alone, and there is 
None beſides Him ;, There is not any Other ; and fo ic isa ſtrong Bar 
ro Invocation of Angels and Saints, for any of the Things laid up in 
this Prayer, which are indzed All things,that according ro the Word 
of God fall into Prayer, To offer them to any other, is both 
Sacriledge and Idolatry ; and therefore it is ſo to pray Religiouſly 
to Any other, becaufe all Holy Prayer is Treaſur'd in them. And- 
they were alto Fooliſh, Vain, and to no purpoſe, to be offer'd to 
any other, even as if they were offered to a Fly, or a Clod of 
Earth, in compariſon ; who are ſo far from being Able ro Grant 
ſuch T hings, rhatthey cannot in the leaſt underſtand Them. No 
more in the main;is any Power Able, below-His,whoſe is the —— 
ts - 
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the Poxeer, aud the Glory, to: bring forth thele Pettwons in the'r Com- 
plement. | | | | 

2. In regard, that He, whoſe is the Kingdom, the Power, and the 
Glory, will Take to Himſelf his Great Power, and Reign ; Theſe Petz- 
ties are well Gounded, and well Addrefs'd tro him. For ſecing 
the Things are ſo high, that though the Kingdom, and the Power, 
and the Glory, are always God's, yet Theſe Petitions have EE 
been Anſwered, nor theſe Great Things come into Effeft $ The 
Petitions would not be well Grounded. if there were not a T ime, 
He would thus Take to Himſelf his Great Power, and Reign. For if the 
World cantinue never fo long, and-that the Kingdom, and Power, 
and Glory, were in all the Right of them, Gads; yer theſe Things 
Pray'd for, would, far all that, never be futlfill'd- So that tacy mult 
have been eicher laid lower, or haye been in yain. 

As Therefore (as Scripture hath. fully declar'd) there is a Time 
God will Take to Himſelf his Great Power, and Reign ; ſa theſe. 
very Peticions are fram'd to ſuch an Alrirude, to ſuch a Supreme 
Pixch ; And becauſe they cloſe with this as an Argument, That 
God's is the Kingdom, and the Power, and Glory, and that for Ever 
and Ever ; They become a certain Afurance, That theſe Petitions 
are well Grounded, and well Addreſs'd ; and that though they do 
not Appear ſo yet, in Regard. of their being FullflPd ;, yet that 
they ſhall Appear ſo at the Timeof the Kingdom, and of God's taking 
to Himfeif the Power, and. the Glory, And that certainly there ſhall 
be ſuch a Time, wherein the Kirodem of God ſhall be, and All 
Theſe T hings FullAlld in it. 


2. As Theſe Thivgs cannot be, till the Kingdom be, ſo on the a- 
ther ſide, the Kingdam cannot be, till theſe Thingsare. A Kingdom, 
and a Power, and a Glory, God always hath. But this Kingdom can- 
not Appear, nor the Pozyer, and. the Glory be ſeen to be Gad's, xill 
his Name be Sandified,, his Will done, as, in Heaven, and upon Earth ;, 
Til he ſhews his Grace to his Servants, in giving them the Super- 
Subſtantial Bread, according to the Day, or in a Perpetuity. Till he Re- 
cmcles All ro- Himſelf, in Heaven, and Earth, by Him, even by Him ; 
and, call. he ſets wholly free from Temptation, and Delivers. from Evil. 
allthe Subjefts of his Kingdom. And All theſe are the Coming of his 


Atngdom. 

3 herefore by the way af ſo Cloſe a Conjunftion,and Union of 
theſe; Two, our. Saviour declares this Prayer to be the Eraget of 
the Kingdom ; And that as the Kingdom is the Great Senſe, Mind 
Spirit of this Prayer z; ſo-that ir can neyer be aright' prayed, nor. is 
#:ard,o. as tobe Anfwer'd till this Kingdom come: So that the King- 


dom 
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dom ſhall certainly come, in Anſwer to this Prayer, and in Anſwer 
co every Peticion of ic: Every Thing in it ſhall be. done, becauſe 


Ever, 


2. This Doxology is moſt immediately Linck'd with that Laſt Pe- 
tition, Deliverance Bw Evil, to ſhew both the Inconliſtency of the 
Divine Kingdom, in its Glory and coming with a State of Evil, eyen of 
the Evil of Afﬀidion, Pain,and Miſery; So that it is the Laſt Enemy 
Subdued. by tne Divine Kingdom ;, that is, the Divine Kingdom Alone 
can-ſubdue it, and only when it Appears,and not before. But when 
it Appears, it ſhall be perfe&ly remov'd. And our Lord takes the 
Advantage at that very Tiine, and in that Order,to preſs and fol- 
low home the whole by the Argumentative Doxology, For thine 7s 
the Kingdom ; And therefore 'T hou art Able, and wile Deliver from 
Ex1l, by that Kingdom and Power, which is thy ozn, and at the Ap- 
pearance of thy own Glory. - EY PACs 2, 

3. Under the Deadhgy conveyed by. way of Argument, This is 
to be Acknowledg'd ; Thata conſtant Offering up to God in a way 
of Praiſe, and Adoration this Confeſſion ; T hat,His ts the Kingdom, the 
Power, and the Glory ; is moſtdue to Him from us, in all our Pray- 
ers and Supplications to. him, Bur yetthe higheſt Senſe of this Doxo- 
logy is proper to the Kingdom,and Arguesthe Prayer to be the Prayer 
of the Kingdom, For ſecing our Lord hath put this Doxology into our 
Mouths, That Hisis the Kingdom ; and yet at the ſame Time Teaches 
us to pray, Thy Kingdom come; It {ignities plainly and neceſſarily, 
T hat ic hath not yer fo come, as to Appear tobe Hrs ; And that His 
zs the Power; and yet atthe ſame Time Taught us to pray, Thy Will be 
done, as in Heaven, and upon Earth, inthe ſame plain manner he ſig- 
nifies, The Power does not yer Appear to. be his ; For wherein is 
Power ſeen, but inthe having the Will of Him done, who hath that 
Power? And that his zs the Glory, and yet at the ſame Time Teaches 
us topray ; Sandtified, or Glorified by Thy Name ; T his ſhews very ma- 
nifeſtly, the Glory 3s not Hzs. as 1t ſhall be. | By All This it Ariſes 
clearly toour Notice, That Our Lord hath, in wy, Heap Doxology 
into our Mouths,put a Prophecy into our Mouths, That the Time 
is coming, according to the Meaſures Given us in his Ford of Pro- . 
phecy ; when 'the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory, ſhall in 
full and higheſt Senſe be Alcrib'd ro God; and as ata very preſent 
Time in that fulleſt Senſe; So that this Doxzology of the Prayer Leads 
us to that, Revel. 4, 11. Thou art worthy, Oh Lord, to Recerve Glory, 
and Honour, and Power; For thou haſt created All Things ; and for't y 
pleaſure they are and were created. Anic. 5. 13. And every fs 
"i | whic 


God's is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory, for” Ever and - 
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which is in Heaven, fd on the Earth, and under the Earth, and fuch as 
are m the Sea, heard F, ſaying, Bleſſing, and Honour, and Glory, and Powr 
er be unto him that fitteth' upon the Throne, and unty the Lamb for ener and 
ever CC. 11. 17. We give Thee Thanks, Oh Lord God Almighty, which 
art, and waſt, qnd art to comp ; becauſe thou haſt taken to thee thy Great 
Poper, and haſt Reigned , and the Nations were Angry, as at a thing not 
done before. Cc. 15. 3. Great and marvellous gre thy Warks, Lord God Al- 
 mighty;, 7uSt qnd True gre thy ways, Oh King of Saints ; Who ſhall not 
5A thee, Oh Ferd , and Glyrifie thy Name , -For thou only art Holy. Foy 
All Nations ſhalt cope, and Worſhip before thee \, For thy Fudgments are 
made mamfeſt. c. 19. 5. ny bs 1, Salvationg and Glory, and Flouour, 
and Poyer unto the Lord qur God ;, For True-and Righteous are his Judge 
ments: And aYVauce came out of the Throne, Praiſe Our God, Alt ye his 
Servants, and ye that Fear Him, both Small and Great, And Theard.as it 
weres the Youe of a Great Multitude, and as the Voice of many Haters, 
ant as the Voice of mighty Thunderings ; ſaying, Rallelyjab ;. For:the Lord. 
God ape otent Reigneth, When theſe Great Dozelagias come into, 
their igh and Lofty, and Solemn Seunds, thert ſhalbchis Dozabgy 
be both fully underftood and fullfild, and not before; And there- 


fore ig ſhews this Prayer to be the Proyer of the Kingdom: 


The Seal of this Prayer; both as to the Sinceriry: and Realicy of 
MLS Jelires, andofour FaihandHope in God's Gracious An- 
ſwer, and Giving Effe@ to bur Prayers; is:common to: All Prayers, 
and yet moſt peculiar ro,this Prayerzas the Comprehenfionary Pray- 
er.of all Prayers: And it is Amen; which hath the-Force not only. 
of Ss ke 1t, as in other Prayers 3 but of So 7tzs, or So It ſhall be ;even 


= 


+ . 
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in this Prayer, Taught by an Fifallible Maſter of: Prayer, who calls 
bimſelf che Amen : And fo was, and. is Able to-ſee wich higheſt Ef-. 
ficacy the, Amen to his own Prayer. And-he will moſt certainly 
bring All Things to paſs, according.to ity even as he'is the Amer, 

the Faithfu) Witneſs the Beginging,or mighty Principle,as of the Frity 

ſo. of the New Creation, of God; And therefore every. Petition-of it 

ſhall be Anſwer'd roeven cyery Pota; HeavenandEarth.ſhalt paſs, but 
not one {ota, of this Prayer, ſhall paſs away. till Alb be fulfilled. . 

x Ad a$ &.chus looks back to the whole Prayen:'and every ta of 
it; ſo it, particularly reſpe&s,che Doxology. We therefore find, as 
in Harmony with it, in Fwo Great Doxologres, this Word, Amen, 
ſctasin _apital Letters, and'in moſtexalred Accents;Revel. 5, 14. 
W hen Every, Creature in Heaven and* Earth had ſaid, Bl-ſſmg,and Ho-. 
nour, and Glory, and. Poper, beto Aim. that ſits on- the Throne, and. tothe: 

.amb for ever and ever $ Fhie Four Living Creatures-itt the moſt ſolemn 
manner, ſad, Amen.” And c. 19. 4. Where there had-been — | 
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} & ny People in Heaven), Saying Allelujah, 8c. The Four and Twenty - 


ers, and the Four Living Creatures, Pronounced again in moſt 
Sollemn manner, Amen, Allelujah. 
 _ And indeed Amenisa Word moſt Proper, and Peculiar to the 
Kingdom of Feſus Chriſt ; when All Prophecy even the whole Myſtery 
of God, as He hath Spoken Lj all the Prophets, ſhall be Finiſhed; and 
when all Prayers of Saints Comprehended in this Prayer ; which is 


beyond what we can 4s, or Think ; (but as the Spirit helping our 


{nfirnnties with Groans, that arenot to be Uttered, makes {nterceſſion 
far yn be Fully Anſwered, and Fulfilled. So that though 
Amen be a Common Obſignation of all Prayer ; yet it hath a much 


higher Sence in this Prayer, which Communicates it to All Prayer + 


Flowing trom, and Returning into ir ſelf ; and even the higheſt 
Senſe of the Amen to this Prayer is, as it is the Prayer of the Kingdom, 
and is Fulfilled in the Doxologies of the Kingdom, and of the Power, 
and of the Glery, which that Kingdom ſhall Produce t So thar even 
this, however Common Amen of All Prayer, Expounded into its 
Full Sence, as ſet to this Prayer, is alſo a Proof trons ; This 
Prayer is the Prayer of the Kingdom, a Prayer with a Supream A- 
men Peculiar to it. 


Obje&, If any ſhould fay, why is it then together with the Dox\ - 
egy wholly Omitted. in the oe of St. Luke? and then Eſpeci-- 


ally, when Jeſus Chrift, the Meſſiah, the Prince, Taught His Dif 
ciples to. Pray, as Jobn the Fore-Runner, Taught His Diſciptes 


and where alſo, .if any were, He Commands the ute of it, asa . 


Form ? : 


Anſw. I can underſtand no Reaſon, but according to what - 
bath been already: Intimated ;. T hat Our Lord might ſhew, He Cid: - 
in neither Place Intend a Rigid. Form; and leaſt of All, where it+ 
might be moſt Colle&ed from His Words, He did Intend s Formas in . 
the Evange/ift:Luke ; yet here the Prayer Ariſes leaſt to a Form,being . 


without the Dexology or the Amen; And thar rherefore we might 


be engaged upon that Rule of Praying after the manner of this-Prayer, . 
as it is Expounded.to-us-in the whole Mord of God; And Efpecially*. 


in the Word, as it is moſt peculiarly the Word'ef the Kingdom; And' 
| ahh pun 04 ro.the: mannerof this. Prayer, as given before: 
y our Lord according rothe Evangeliſt. Maithew ;, "where we havethe 


Doxology,and.the Amen. And.theref. re to make Formal Repetition” 


o f.the, Prayer. as in.Luke;, without the Doxology, and Amen, as in 


Matthew, is a Groſs Offence agaivſt that Precept of our Lords in Mat-: 


them ; Pray after this manner, Extending . to the Dozolopy, = Con. 
| clulion- 
p] 


We owed | tl Fm Wt LES dy hs - 
TERS 2s” 7 Ng yo =... yy 
% "ab - 

dn CATE 

, vo 4 Api 

pp 5 Fay. - "7 "nd 
. + WV % 
By RON i OE SON : FF; 
bo NEST x” 588 ; 4k 


OO ES = AE? geo 


RUST UII 


>. AD EE EY 
” 


= 
"0 EL ER _ - _ a SPL Es VE? 2 OE STR 
T 1” Tara As | | > abs >> 5-5 Ie 
artins” 
.- 
Sc err >= I. eee tate a . 
q 2 ns FR 4 


6o An Expoſition of the Loris Prayer, 
Alufion,as much as to any part of the Prajer ; and is by Conſequence 
to be joyned to it in Luke, where the Repetition of it 15 to Given 


asto make both One. 


\ *'Ler us now makea Review upon the whole Prayer, and behold 
the Order of it, as It is the Prayer of the Kingdom ; And Firſt 
Our Father, Who is now in the Heavens will Rend, and Bow the 
. Heavens ; And they ſhall open to Himas He Deſcendsin Jeſus Chriſt, 
the only Begotten Son ; and Receives his whole Adoption, made Con- 
formable to the Image of his Son in His Saints of the Firſt Reſurredtion ;, 
who pur on Incorruptzon ; and the Saints Living Remaining, Changed ; 
And the Creatures alſo waiting for the Manifeſtation of the Son of God 
are Delivered from the Bondage of Corruption into the Glorious Liberty 
of the Sin of God ; And ſo He appears the Father of Heaven and Earth 
as the Father of Chriſt, of whom the Whole Family of Heaven and 
Earth is Called ; So the Whole Creation is Filled with His Glory, 
| +: ich is the Sandification, or Glorification of His Name, by Him- 
elf. 
[mmediately,cven together with this Appearance of Hzs King- 
dom, comes in the Univerſal Holineſs of Zehovab, Written on the 
Forehead of His Servants, Serving Him ; which is His Will done, by 
His Saints in the New Heaven above, and the New Earth be- 
low; and His Enemies Crouching Down at the Foot-Stoo! of Hzs 
Feet. | 
Herenpon follows the Marriage Supper of the Lamb; and the 
Eating, and Drinking. at Hzs Table m Hzs Kingdom, that is; the Full 
Communion, with Chriſt the Bread of Lite, the Super ſubſtantial 
pred, in a Conſtant Uninterrupted Neſterday, and to day, the ſame 
or ever, 

Acthis Supper, as ſo great a Feſtival for ir, There is an Univer- 
fal Reconciliation of God by Chriſt, and of all the Saints, one 
with another, and of the whole Reſtored Creation, even thoſe 
Parts, which ſeem'd moſt at Enmity ; which is the Univerſal For 
giveneſs, a5 we are forgiven ;, and a Perfeft State of Righteouſneſs 
and Peace.in the New Jeruſalem, that there can be no New Offen- 
FX. under our Great Meichiſedeck, King of Righteouſneſs, King 
of Peace. 

And the Scrpent, and his Seed at the Foot-ſtool of Chriſt, Eat 
Duſt. and cannot, ſo much as Repaſt upon Temprtarion; For there 
ſhall henone ; And art the fame Time, the whole Curſe is remo- 
ved: So that Serrow and Sighing jlee away, and are Remembred no more, 


nor come into mind. : 
2. <T iis 


_—— 
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| This Univerſal State of Glory Flows from the Univerſal Domrini- 
07, and Kingdom of God, and therefore, it is Thundered out with E- 
verlaſting Halleiujahs 3 The Lord God; Omnipotent Reigns ; Reſounded 
and Seal'd with a never Ending Amer: 10; 

Thus Oar Lord hath given this All Comprehenjive Prayer from, 
and According to the very Firſt Beginning of His Kingdone 
in the Preaching, and Power of His Goſpel, all along upon the 
yon of His Seryants ; unto, and until His Kingdom in it's 

ory, 

To this Purpoſe He bath with a Divine Wiſdome drawn the Whole 
Counſel of Gcd in His Word within it ; So that to Pray after this manner 
is to Pray according to the whole Scope of Scrizture, Underſtand- 
ingly Referred to every Petition; But Eſpecially with an Eye to the 
Glorious, and 1/luftrius Ajfearance of His Kingdoms Concerning 
which I would Appeal to All ; whether theſe things are not the 
Higheſt Flights of Prayer, and moſt worthy to be the Higheſt Sence 
of the Prayer, Our Lord Taught. | | 

The very Form is no further preſcribed, but that our Rule for 
the Frame of our Prayers ſhould trom hence be underſtood ; That 
we ovght not to Compole Our Prayers to a Superſtitious much Speak- 
ing, or to Repetition for Repetitions or much ſpeaking ſake, nor withthe 
Artifices of Feigned, and yer Blind Deyotion according tolunu= 
merable Formalitics, 

The Scryants of God Praying according to this # hcle Conncel of 
God in His Worg, Pray into, and within this Prayer ; For their 
Prayers arc, as it were, Drawn within this Element of Pray- 
er; And when they ſo Pray, they do indeed ſay, Our Fa- 
ther, GCC , 

The Interceſion of Chriſt Overſhaddows, Receives, and Preſerves 
all Prayers according to His Word, ag if they Fell into the very 
Words of this Prazer ; ſo that they are all within Gods Gracious 
Acceptance, and Remenibrance, even as this very Prayer of Chrift, 
which in Subſtance they are; and ſtall have beſides the Preſent 
a Full anſwer in the Glorious Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, and they 
are all bound up within that Great Interceſory Prayer of Chrit, 

ohn I : 
J Fat Sainads of the Variovs States of the Church, and of the Ser- 
vants of Chriſt, the Various Degrees of Light, and Opportunities 
of Krowledg;, Their Prayers have been of a very different Elevati- 
on, or Raiſedneſs of Apprehenſion, Faith and deſire with Relation 
to the Corncel of Ged in his Word for Prayer, according to this Prayer ; 
There are Three Expedicnts of Divine Grace, as Helps in this Great 


Copncernircnt, 
R | 1, There 
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7. There is ich an Uaexprefiible Concatenation, or Lincxtag 
all Parts of the Divine Kingdom ; that wiat ever Saint of Chriſt 1s 
ſincerely poſlefſed with any one Pcinciple of if, and Prays accord- 
ing to it, It Allies Him to the IPhole ; and it ſhall Lead Him into 
Atl, fo far as is necellary ro His Meaſure, His Stature in Chrift , and 
it ſhall Unite His Prayer, with this praver of Chriſt, according to 
His Degree of Prayer in it ; For even in Prayer oae Saint differs fron 
another Saint inGlory : Yet chis ought not co ſtraiten, or Abate, but 
eyen to Excite the Weakeſt Saint,and to Encourage him to Endea- 
your an Attainment of the Fu? 4{arance of Under itanding in the 
NMftery of Ged, and of the Father, and of Chrit, and in Prayer ; accord- 
ing to the whole Ford of God, with as Particular a Re ipect, as may 
be tothis Prayer: 

2, Becauſe the Church of Chrift hath not as yet, in any Age Rilen, 

but very Little to the Heighth of this Prayer of the Kingdom ; 
And Few Saints in Compariſon Attain'd ut; The Spirit of God 
hath Helped them with Inward Grones, which they could not 
Articulare, or Utter -; And fo Proportonxoly in all the Ab- 
folutely Neceflary Points of This Prayer according to the 
Word of G91, wizzrein their Knowledg hath beea Low, or Want- 
ing. 
3: The Tnterce/ion of Chriſt Receives the Prayers of All, who 
Sincerely Pray within this Prayer ; And the Interceſſion of the 
Spirit  Joyned with ir makes their Prayer Eft:Fual 3 Though 
They are not Enlarged in the Spiritua! Underſtanding of this. 
Prayer in its Heighth, and Depth, in its Breadth, and Length. 

4. God is pleaſed ro Underltand H's Children in their Weak 
Cries, 4bba Father ; and in their Loweſt Underſtanding of His Ward 
in this Prayer ; and to know the Mind of His Spirit making Inter- 
cefſion according to His Will; And He knows how to Give them the 
Beft Things above any Earthly Parents, even the Kinpdom of Chriſt ; 
which they Ak Seek, and Knock for, above their own Underſtanding , 
For He Interprets His own Spirit by a Word of theirs into ics High 
Sences ; So that they having the firſt Fruits of rhe Spirit's Groan for . 
that Kingdom, and the Large Effuſtons of that Spirit in it; And fo 
cty ro Him Night and Day,and God hears them ſpeedily, that is in the 
very proper Times of the Kingdom of Chriſt; And that Kingdom comes, 
- And thus this prayer otherwiſe yery hard to be underitoed in its 
defign,even by a Thinkiag, Conſidering Chriſtian, isone of the moſt 
Stupendious Mirrors of the 7iſHom and Grace of the Goſpel of Fe/us 
Chriſt ; and with open Face ſhews the Glory of Chriſt ; though as yer, 
bat in a Gla(s , till in the Kingdom we ſee Al), Face to Face. 
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as the Prayer of the Kingdom. 63 


Let now ſome briet Inferential RefleXions conclude the whole, 


Infer. :. How profound, and hidden isthe Judgment of God up- 
on the Antichriſtian World, which ſo contrary to the Literal and 
Expreſs Intendment of our Lord in this Prayer againſt Heatheniſh Re- 
petitions 11 Prayer, ſhould even Burleſque it ; not only by vain Reeri- 
tions, but by offering to God, as.in Sacrifice, theſe Repetitions, by 
Tale, and by Number of B-ads > And All this ia a ſtrange Laz- 
gHage, as If they hop'd to be heard for their much ſpeaking, and their 
meer ſpeaking. Well ſaid the Divine Spirit by our Lord; As the Heathen 
do : For they proclaim aloud, They are the Gentiles, that Tread 
the Outward Court of the Chriftian Profeſſion under For, and haye done 
ſo for near theſe 1260. Years, now wichin Five at an Fad, Revel, 11: 


Infer. 2, Too near Them do the Ignorant and Carnal Protefunts 
approach ; Prote#ants they call Themſelves , who yer knowing no- 
thing of the Scriptures of the Power of God, or of his Wiſdom, in Re» 
lation to this Prayer, hope yet to be accepted by Formal Repetitions 
of it: Theſe, however they Name themſelves, are but in the Out- 
ward Court, where thoſe very Gent/es are, laſt ſpoken of ; and which 
15 Tradden under Foot by thoſe Gentiles, And though theſe Protefants ; 
as they are in a General Courſe of Charity, Call'd ; do not Tread 
under Foot that Court, in the Groſs Heatheniſh manner, the Other do ; 
yet they are in no better a State, than to be in the Outward Court of 
the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, ſo Trodden under Foot by Gentiles ; which 
is a very dangerous State. 


Infer. 3. Sceing this Prayer is {uch an Admirable Foundation of 
Prayer, both as to Matter and Form, whichthe Supreme Maſter-Build- 
erhath Laid; L:t every one tzke heed, how he builds upon it in Prayer ; 
For if he /ay upon it Go/d, Silver, Precious Stones ; that is, truly Spiri- 
tal, Scriptual Prayer and Pratſes ; his Building ſhall endure. But if 
Hay, Stubble, Wood, cither asto Matter, or Form, oc Repetition of this 
Prayer ic {elf ; He himſelf, it he hold the Foxndation of Prayer, as it 
is laid in this Prayer, He himſelf hall be ſaved, bug fo as by Fire; For 
His Work will be Lo? ;, The Day will burs it up, 1 Cor. 3. 11. 


 Infer, 4. It is very Admirable, how Chriſt hath put a Word a 
Prayzry even into the Mouth of B2/aam, and thoſe that Hold his Dg- 
frine ;z, even big with their own Doom, and with that Kingdom, 
which will ſhatter their Foundation, and fmite their Corners, This 
is the Prayer of the Church, the Chaffe Bride, which ſays, 


Come ;. 
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» 64 An Expoſition of the Lord's Prayer, 
Come; but the Falſe Adulterous Church, the Whore, and he Chil- 
dren,ſhal! find it,as the Jealoufe- Water,tothe proſtiruted Wife ; which 
being conveyed, as in a Sacrifice, ſhall make the Belly ro fell, and 
the Thigh to Rot; That is, A!ſuch ſhall be utterly conſun''d, and be- 
come 4 Cutſe in the Earth, by this very Prayer, Numb. 5. 21. 


Infer. 5. This Great Duty of Prayer muſt be fo underſtood, conſi- 

der'd, and ſpiritually managed by ſuch faving Knowledge, ſincere 

Faith and Repentance that all our Prayers may fall within this 

Great Prayer ; and ſo within the Intercethion of the Great Mediator, 

whoſe Prayer it is; within the Intercefſion of the Spiric within us,and 

= 4h the Acceptance of God, as a Father Giving the Beſt Things, 

_ bieSpirit, his Kingdom, to them that Ak him , who, when They 

. Pray, do truly ſay, 46ba Father, or Our Father. Eiſc this Prayer will 

0 be as Dangerovs as the Goſpe/, when it is a Dead Savour, and fo unto 


is an Eating and Drinking #nto Judgment, So this Prayer will turn 
#nto fin unto us, and be a Sacrifice of 4bomination, having not itsdue 
Acceptance with God, nor ſanQifying Effet upon our Hearts. 


Infer. 6. This Prayer of Jeſus Chriſt is ſo wonderfully made, that 
it ought to be underſtood, to be prayed by the whole Word of God 
enlightning it ; which is the beſt Comment, or Expoſicion upon it; 
And the Spirit of the Word of God is the Spirit of this Prayer. Accord- 
ing to which Word of God, if we do'pray, our prayers flide into it, 
as the Rivers intothe Sea, and find ſecret and inſcnfible paths into it. 
Although we do not uſe the Form, yet when we pray according tothe 
Word of God, we ſhall ſay, Our Father, 8c. Ard if we uſe the 
Form neyer ſo often, if we have not the Spirit of rehis Praver, the word 
of God mixed with Faith in the Heart ; It becomes as an Empty Ineffi- 
cacious Form firſt, and then a Condemnation out of our Mouth-. 


 Infer, 7. This teaches us the True Way and Method of magnify- 
ing this Prayer; not by multiplied Repetitions, ſocontrary to the ve- 
ry Defign of it ; not by a Great Appearance of Devotion in the ſaying 
of ir, as the moſt 4b/ſolute and Comprehenſive Form of Words, as 
Men Love to ſpeak, An Intelleual Derivation from it, and. Re- 
Hting the who/? Word of God to itis the Trueſt Honour ofit, And 
if we have {o Deriv'd from it, and Related to 1t in ovr prayers ; the 
Concluſion of our prayers, by a bare Repetition, .cannot equal thar 
Foregoing ule of it, but is even uneceſlary, if not ſuperfluous and 
ſuperſtitious ; except enlarged Underſtandingy Zeal, and inflamed 
Afﬀ-Qton 1n{pire that Repetition, p 
or 


Death; and as the Lord's Supper, Eaten and Drunk unworthily,which 
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For I would Appcal .to Any Man of Reaſon, and Wiſdom; 
When he hath offered ro Men the Exercitarion of that Wiſdom 
and Reaſon, Gad hath Given to him, by Diſcourſe, or Writing G 
Which, he thinks, does the Greateſt Honour to it ? He who under- 
ſtandingly Digeſts, and Diſcourſes out of that, which he hath of- 
fer'd, and makes ſubſtantial References thereunto, and draws the 
Senſe of ut into: his own proper Diſcourſes or Writings, though 
with little or no Repetition ? or he that makes, what he hath ſaid, a 
Form, without Rational enlargement upon ir ? It is eaſie to know, 
which he would prefer ; Even ſoit is eafie to judge, who is moſt 
Acceptable to Qur Great, Wiſe, Holy, and Spiritual Maſter, in this 
Prayer ;, He that Complements his Prayer by many lnterlineal 
of bare Repetition of the Form ; or he, who in an Abundance $f 
_ Wiſdom and Underſtanding, prays according to his whole: 

alpel, compriz'd in that Prayer ? 


Infer, 8. Hereby we come to underſtand, what Place Prayer may 
yet have, although Our Lord tells us, Our Heavenly Father knows what 
Things we have need of, before me ask him 5 For it might ſeem in ſtriQ- 
neſs, that All Prayer, yea, even the {ingle uſe of this Prayer, were 
taken away, and cut off by this undoubted Principle; that our 
Father knows before hand ; yea and hath alſo determined before- 
hand, whartto give us; as he hath alſotaught us in this Prayer, what 
to Ah, Whata Formality then may All Prayer. creven this Pray- 
er, ſeem to be, when it is oftered tro him, who can neither be in- 
form'd nor chang'd ? Not inform'd; For he knows both our 
State and Delires, our Wants, and Natural Cravings,. before we 
have dreſs d them up in the Formality of Prayers; And he cannor 
be chan2'd, becauſe he hath allo Reſfolv'd, what is moſt con veni- 
ent to our State, with Relation to that Supreme End, his own Glory, 
before we' As& Em. | 

But when we conſider the Hord of Gad, as the Great Treaſure 
of his Counſels, concerning every particular Perſon,and their Caſe; 
and concerning his Ghurch and Kingdom in General; and that Chriſt's 
Drawing theſe into Prayer muſt needs be the Great Rule. of Prayer. 
We may then underſtand rhe Reaſon of this Prayer of our Lord; 
Becauſe we know not how, with certainty, to draw out, and with 


a.Juſt Ballance, to weigh our rhe. Grand Principles and Meaſures 


of Prayers and. Deſires; Our Lord hath given us this Beam in this 
Prayer. And becauſe He knew, Thoſe very Principles of Prayer can 


' Receive their True, and Full Anſwer only in his Kingdom ; He hath 


therefore. made his Kingdomthe Load-Scar of it. Thus All Things 
are made conformable to the Millof God x is Our Lord's Prayer, as 


the Prayer of the Kingdom, Bur 
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* 66 An Expoſition of the Lords Prayer, 


But fill It may be ſaid, why any Prayer at All ? God knows All 


.theſe Things before, and hath Reſolved them, They being All 


His.own Counſels : So He needs neither to be Informed, nor Moy'd; 
or if for any Reaſon, Things oughtto be humbly Repreſented 
to God, whatneed any other Prayer but this Prayer only, Taught by 


- our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? who thus certainly knew the Mend of God, 
and hath put that Mind into ſuch Words, as will be moſt Accep- 


table. 

| The Anſwer. is ; Prayer in the great Wiſdom, and Coodnelſs of 
God is Ordain'd a Tye of Communion, ' and Gracious Indearments 
betwixt our God and us; That we by His Word Inſtrudted, inthe 
Counſels of Grace, of Mercy, of Holineſs, and Wiſdom, for the Eternal Glo- 


. ry of his Church, and Saints in General ; and of our ſelves in Particu- 


lar; and in all outward Things ſo far, as are Neceſſary hereunto; 
and Influenced by His Spirit, and Excited by our particular Ne- 
ccfities, might with Earneſtneſs Remonſtrate His own Counſels ; 
our Hearts and AﬀeRionsbeing every way prepared, and diſpoſed 
thereuntot And God Graciouſly giving, and bringing things to 
paſs, asat our Deſires and Petitions, Ohs how great is the Indear- 
ment ?*As Dawid ſays, 1will Love the Lord, becauſe be hath Heard my 
Supplication, He Inclined to me, and heard my Cry, and upon this Ac- 
count, 1 xl call uton Him, as leng as 1 Live. And becauſe Prayer is 
according to His oyn Counſels, and thus prepared to the indearing 
our Hearts to God ; T herefcre he Stiles Himſelf a God hearing Pray- 
ers, thatto him all Fleſh may come ;, And He is nigh tothem, that call up- 
on him, that call uton Him in Truth. He will fullfill the Deſire of them that 
Fear Him, He alſo will hear their Cry, and fave them 3 And they 
thac thus Hope in His Mercy, more than in all Created Leggs, 
He takes Pleaſure in, as thoſe that will be moſt Moy'd to Fear 
and Love Him, 

But it may be ſtill Urged; Either the giving of this Prayer may 
Excuſe our Looking into the World, and we may be moſt ſecure 
in praying this Prayer only, as moſt G_ according to the Werd ; 
or this Prayer can do us no Service ; For (till our buſineſs is to Look 
wp all the Word of God, and then how are we helped by:this 

rayer ? 

To this, the Anſwer Lies in Two Things, giving account of 
the Reaſon of this Prayer Taught by Chriſt, notwithſtanding it 
1s our Duty, to Look into the Whole Word, and to Pray this Pray- 
er according to it ; with the moſt Enlarged Underſtandings, Aﬀe- 
Eons, and Exprefons. | 

1. I his Prayer and the Several Petitions of it are as Sea-Marks and 
Land-Marks, in the vaſt Compaſs and Ocean of the Yord of God 
Guiding 
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as the Prayer of the Kingdom. 6 .. 


Guiding us to the great Fundamccntals of Prayer, and {ettivg Juſt and 
Due bounds to us therein. | . 
2. Ir does Eſpecially Winde vp cur Hearts, Thovghts, and 
AﬀeQion in all Siritual Wiſdome and Prudence , and IntelleQuu- 
al Sence to the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, when it is Fully under- 


ſtood ; (as I haye now wade out,) and which is the higheſt Flight, 


of Prayer, | | 
And leeing,it is only thus, as I haye ſhewn, to be uſed ; even when 


it is Repeated ; and nut by way of meer Form, and Languid Re- 
petition ; It ſhews the Neceſlity of the word of God, dwelling Richly in 
Hs in all Wiſdom, that we may without ſuch Forbidden Repetition ; ofr 
Thinking to be heard for our n:uch Speaking, Continue in Prayers and 
Abound therein with Thapkſgiving: And it we make the Repetition of 
this Prayer only to Sum up our Prayers; To do itz when we find 
our heatts Enflamed, and running out of Choife into theſe Words, 
with moſt Enlarged Underſtandings, and AﬀeRions. 

And this is indeed an Admirable Communion with God in Prayer ; 
and frees it from the Ignorance of a Blind Devotion, and from all 
the Fopperies of Superſtition, or the poſlible Unreaſonablencſs of 
Thinking to Inform, or Change Ged3 And it ſhews us, Piyer is not 
for God, as if He any way wanted it ; But it is for us, to Conform us 
ro.God, ard to the higheſt Conſpiring with His Will, with His 
Glory ; ard to draw up the Faith, Love, Obedierce. Reverence, and 
higheſt Honour of our Spirits upon Him. And ſo weoblerve the 
True Ends of our Lords giving this Prayer in our either Praying 
according to it, out of the whole Word of God, or making a Re- 
cital of it; as we find our hearts carried on fo to Recite it at ſome 
Time, more than Another, and not in a Ritual manner, 


Infer, 9, Seeing the Kingdom of God, and the Righteoujneſs of it, 
the Peace and Glory of Chrift, is the higheſt Counſel of God, for the 
Glory of God, and of hi Saints ; and even for the Glory and Hap- 
pineſs of his Creation : Therefore This muſt needs be the higheſt 
Point of Prayer, and therefore®this Prazer, the Standard: and Ex- 
amplar of Prayer ; in this then we according to the Nature, and 
Duty of Prayer -ſhould Conſpire with the Counſe/ of God, and Cry 
Day and Night to him for it:; But alas, as Chriſt ſaid, when the Sor 
of Man Comes, (hall he find Faith on the Earth > Even thoſe, who con- 
tinually Roll over this Prayer by AﬀeQted Repetition, leaſt penetrate, 
and Enter into the Sence of it; in their Eyes, and hearts upon the 
Kingdom of Chriſt, as it is Intended, and deſigned in it ; And eyen 


thole, who have underfiood, and delir'd it more, yet haye under- 


ſtood ir only in the General notions of the Coming of Chriſt to Tudg- 
rent, and of the Reſurrettion; ; This 
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SLY = 15-17): 
Expoſmtion of the "Eord's Prayer, 
-- This hath beck the:$/amber of the 4poſtacy upan the Chritian World: 
cygn up3n the iſe Virgins - ſo" that rhe Comming ' of 1Chriſt will be 
a'Surptize upoa thera 3* That is, His Cohmingn janother fort of a n 
Kingdom, 'tiizn-cthey expected in their Slumber, and in the:Pime of Sh” 
he Bridegroomz's Delay; yer notwithſtanding) allxthat are indeed: wiſe, 

tio:have Opin their: Veſ#!sy and,not in their Lanps: daly. 3 clixv bs, 
Grace in their Hearts, not in Profeſion.only, ſha!l go with Chrift ik {to 
the Wedding; Althoughiin thismrue Exphined Notion of His King- 


F. * 15 et 
bh 5 F 
br 2 # 

_ 


4 


dom, He willinot, when He Cometh, Find Faith on Barths | 
+  Butitisvery Obſeryable; that tho this Prayer hath nat been A+. 
wakenedly Ulnderſtood, as itought to be; Yet by: the-$eerev Gni- 
dance of” Providence, and:Governmentof the Church ; Either the Form - 
of this Prayer hath ſo Pcevailed in. the Church of Chrift:3; Or the "1 
ace of the-Kingdom of Chriſt in the Generaly and: Vertual z vv inthe 
Patticalar-atzl more Expreſs Notions of! ir according. to the Gofpetvf - od ® 
the Kinzdom-have ſoderived from, and: Fallen into zh Prayery tha 
there hath been always a'Genzrationiof: the Sincere Servants of God, G 
_ andof Chriſt; that have Cryedits himDauy ard Night,tor his Kingdom, 
andaccording to this Prayer, 1 Tn wat HEE WE 
CID EG © 21 3H NN SF 1354 7 pr TFH 
« Tife?, 10 However ; The Foundation ofiGod'Remaineth Sure in this 
Kingdomg The Promiſes of Gotlare Tea, and Amen; :And' imthisPrey- - 
er, To;thft Kingd 1m of Chrifh, ischd Great and 'T rue Amen, and Tea 
of it ſelf : Oa'which Accounc, as Thave ſaid,”The 4men of this Pray- 
er.is of: an Elevated Nate,” and in "Harmony. with All the Promiſes, 
that: are Teay 'anÞ 4men in Himg Pheretore, after the declaring 
His Coming # the Clrads, Rey. 1, 17. Itis Added, Yea, Amen and 
after his owa ſaying; When He had Tef/2d His Coming in His King- 
dom, in the Four Chapters befare;® Bebotd T come quickly ;Jr-is Re- 
jayned by His Servants in; their Pryyer, Comprehiended in; this 
Prayer ;, Amen; Tea, Come Lord Jeſus ; And" therefore itis Certain, 
He wil! coni6 to His Servants in and :according to» this Prayer, Crying 
to Him Day ard Night, & T4 x4. and Taxo ; the Conſtant Notice of 
_ His+ Kingdoit, Spzedily, Buick, Nef,and  Amnens . 4mnen, and. Tea ; 
Evers $2; Bugn-$0, Be It :: Ler-hin who! is the! Arreny. the Faithgg 
Witndſspthe Anenofall the Promiſes 11H Kingdom Comtlaccordin 
tothe Gn ofthis Prayerg Conprebouding the. Bt ; Its * 
Amen, Tet: Revtl4 22512. 200 1 53 ON 
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